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PRINCIPLES OF LIFE INSURANCE. 


Tue subject of Life Insurance is daily acquiring more importance in this 
country. The accumulated and still accumulating premium funds of the 
leading companies now constitute such a vast fund, to be hereafter di- 
vided among future widows and orphans, that it is the obvious duty of 
these companies to re-examine, from time to time, the principles upon 
which their business is based, and to re-adjust or adapt such business 
upon well established data. Our Life Insurance Companies have here- 
tofore adopted the English Tables of Mortality as a basis of action, and 
have issued their policies in conformity with the premiums charged by 
the most experienced foreign companies, The business in this country 
has been, and may said to be yet, too new to produce any reliable data 
upon the mortality tables so far formed by our staticians, Sufficient, 
however, is now known as to the comparative mortality of various lati- 
tudes of this Union, to enable our companies, in connection with foreign 
experience, to modify, in part, the premiums properly to be charged. 

Our Life Insurance Companies have long felt the importance, even 
the necessity, of correct data as to mortality in this country, so as to act 
more understandingly as to the comparative premiums to be charged. 

The Mutual Life Insurance Company of New York has, for some 
months past, been engaged in collecting statistical materials with a view to 
ascertain the relative mortality of different portions of the United States. 
This would seem to be demanded by the highly important interests in- 
trusted to this company, as the depository of nearly four millions of 
funds held in trust for the benefit of future widows and orphans, 
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The tables of mortality now in force, or used as basis of operations 
in this country, were formed many years ago by British actuaries. It 
was comparatively easy then, and is so now in Great Britain, to frame 
proper life tables upon the experience of companies in that country, be- 
cause very little if any difference prevails inthe healthiness of various 
sections of those islands. Hence the rates charged for risks in Scot- 
land apply equally to those in England, Ireland and Wales. 

It is far different in this country. The risks of life are nearly double 
in some latitudes what they are in others. For instance, the deaths 
among unacclimated persons in New Orleans, among European emi- 
grants, are about 14.60 per cent.!! Whilethose of Americans are 2.90 
per cent. Compared with New York or Baltimore, the risk of life in 
New Orleans is more than 2 for 1. ‘This is demonstrated in an able 
report made to the Mutual Life Insurance Company by a physician of 
New Orleans, whose experience and study qualify him for such exam- 
inations. But an extraordinary feature of recent medical experience is 
that consumption prevails along the southern seacoast, the coast of 
Cuba and other West India Islands, as much as it does at the north. 
This is known to physicians in the West Indies. Recently a family, 
with several consumptive cases among them, from Bermuda, arrived 
here on their way to Montreal, in order to reach a uniform atmosphere. 
In Wisconsin, Missouri, Illinois, lowa, consumption rarely is known. 

At a recent meeting of the London Society of Actuaries, a report 
stated that the two following propositions respecting the duration of 
life among lawyers seem to follow from the facts tabulated by Dr. Guy : 
1. That the duration of life among lawyers is somewhat shorter than 
among members of the clerical and medical professions. 2. That it has 
suffered a slight progressive decrease during the last three centuries. 
With regard to the members of the three professions taken collectively. 
it would seem: 1. That the members of these professions occupy a 
favorable position, in respect to the duration of their lives, among the 
educated classes. 2. That the difference in duration of life among these 
three professions is not considerable, as it amounts to from a year and a 
quarter to four years and a half, according to the class of facts selected 
for comparison. 3. That the members of the medical profession appear 
to be the longest lived than those of the clerical and legal professions. 


Those persons who wish to pursue more closely the subject of Life 
Insurance, and to learn the views of leading writers abroad and at home, 
will find the subject discussed in the following works : 


North British Review, vol. xii., p. 1. (Same article in Eclectic Magazine, xix., 
326. 

Tlinburgh Review, vol. xlv., 482. 

Westminster Review, vol. ix., 384. 

London Quarterly Review, vol. xxxv., pp. 1, 609; Ixiv., p. 157. 

Bankers’ Magazine, vol.i., 704; ii., 721; iii., 46, 898; iv., 63, 138; v., 241, (M. 
A. QuEreLet,) 181, 291; iv., 370, (by Rev. Dr. Coox;) iii, (year 1853-4.) 255, 
516, 659, 677, 712, 414, 430; vol. iv., N.S., (year 1854-5,) 91, 619, 898, 970, 
978; vol. v., N. S., (1855-6,) 119, 166, 125, 197.) 

Hunt's Merchants’ Magazine, vol. ii, 222, (by E. U. Sroveuton;) xxv., 670, (by 
A. B. Jonson ;) xvi., 48, 445, (by J. F. Enrz, Actuary, N. Y.;) Ixxvi., 319, (by J. 
M. Smiru;) viii., 109, 287; ii, 340, (D. R. Jaques;) xvi. 152; xviii., 349. 

De Bow's Review, vol. iii., 358, (by J. Norr.) 

Fraser's Magazine, vol. xxii., 35. 
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Taking well known facts into view, our Life Insurance Companies 
will feel bound, in duty to their own customers, to enhance their rates 
on lives south of Richmond, Virginia. A few years more will enable 
these companies to frame more reliable tables for the calculation of hu- 
man mortality and of the duration of life. - The Mutual Life Insurance 
Company has adopted measures which will lead to beneficial results ; 
because the residents of each section should be charged such a rate as 
actual experience and observation shall indicate as the actual cost of life 
insurance, and residents of a healthy region should not be charged for 
the more numerous losses in less salubrious latitudes. This is a subject 
that could properly be investigated under the supervision of the Smith- 
sonian Institution; and the time has come when the statistical returns 
of various States should be collected so as to exhibit the general results 
as to births, marriages, deaths, length of life, expectation of life at vari- 
ous ages, &c. In Great Britain these subjects come before the Registrar- 
General, whose annual reports throw much light upon these points of 
inquiry. 

With a view to illustrate the subject of mortality in the United States, 
we are permitted to publish the Report of an eminent physician of New 
Orleans, showing the comparative mortality of parties from various parts 
of the world, who emigrate to that city. These facts are elicited at the 
instance of the Mutual Life Insurance Company of New York. This 
company is entitled to the credit of making or suggesting such investi- 
gations as must ultimately lead to sound conclusions upon well authen- 
ticated facts and experience. : 


Copy of Letter from Dr. E. Barton, New Orleans. 


To Freperick S. Wixsrton, Esq., President of the Mutual Life Insur- 
ance Company of New York. 

I herewith reply to the queries you have done me the honor to ask 
me, in the order set forth, viz.: 

1. Do you deem the cities or the country in the Southern States most 
healthy, from the age of 21 upward ? 

Reply. Among the acclimated population the advantage is in favor of 
the city. With the unacclimated, the country. 

2. What are the prevalent fatal diseases and their causes in the cities 
of that section ? 

Reply. Yellow fever, cholera, intestinal affections, are the diseases ; 
and heat, moisture, filth, bad habits, insufficient drainage and general 
negligence in sanitary police, the causes. 

3. What in the country ? 

Reply. Cholera, bilious fever, intestinal diseases and intemperance. 
The causes—exposure to undue heat and moisture, malaria and aberra- 
tions in the observance of general and personal hygiené. 

4. What is the relative mortality between natives and strangers, 
American and European ? 

Reply. The answer to this must necessarily be two-fold, viz.: 1st, in 
relation to the acclimated, and 2d, the unacclimated. Of the first, the 
following table, with precise details of each nation and people, foreign 
and domestic, and from different latitudes, was made from the data fur- 
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nished during the disastrous epidemic of 1853; this having been the 
most extensive and malignant yellow fever that ever occurred in New 
Orleans. This table was most carefully and laboriously compiled by 
myself, and is, I believe, the only one made that can furnish any 
reply to this most important question, and should be deemed a fair 
exponent of the general liabilities, as the greater should embrace the less. 


Table showing the L1FE-cost oF AccLIMATION or liabilities to yellow fever, as derived 
Srom, or influenced by, nativity—per 1,000 of the population. 


Class. Form, Per 1,000. 

1 and 2. New Orleans and the State of Louisiana,.........ceeceeeeee ‘ 3.58 
3. Southern Slave States—Arkansas, Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia 

and South Carolina,......... idiot iaccul ia sledge dadaiacedeaiaaaais 13.22 


4. Northern Slave States—vVirginia, Maryland, Tennessee, Ken- 

tucky, and of this class of States, the largest mortality ex- 

isted among those coming from Tennessee and Kentucky,... 30.09 
5. Northern States—New York, Vermont, Massachusetts, Maine, 

Rhode Island, Connecticut, New Jersey, Pennsylvania and 


PN. 5 5s dimsetcidcnsiierideswnns bbe eennbnele baoe 32.83 

6. Northwestern States,—Ohio, Indiana, Illinois and Missouri,..... 44.23 
MONS Ss. 06 e Rorcatecieibudcccalaccetedsesenscées 50.24 
* General Average in Americd,,...sscccseccces eoccee «29.11 

8. West Indies, South America and Mexico,............+. guaeein 6.14 
9. Great Britain,.......... Aesneeaawnaa meals Terre ee ere 52,19 
SO TO indsicéetcesns Mttiinenictdeticeteestecancmeus wie 204.97 
11. North of Europe.—Denmark, Sweden and Russia,..... rencaca: Ween 
12. Middle Europe-—Russia and Germany,..........eesseeeeees 132.01 
13. Lower Western Europe.—Holland and Belgium,...........+- $28.94 
14. Mountainous Europe.—Austria and Switzerland,............. 220.08 
Pe. PING 6.6. she ctnccssncsossace $0beccdentecs Cocbeccccoses 48.13 


TUTTI TTT TTL Tee 22.06 
coccces - 146.45 


The total liabilities, in passing through the acclimating process in 
New Orleans, in 1853, was to their respective populations 60.56. 

From this table it will appear—Ist. That liabilities to yellow fever 
exist (in relation to America) pretty much in proportion to increase of 
latitude, and, 2dly, by their cold moisture, so diametrically opposite in 
its effects on the constitution to warm moisture; and above all, their 
personal habits of crowding into cheap and filthy dwellings, and the 
immigrants being of a low class, and the prédominance of intemperance. 
The comparatively small mortality occurring in those from Great Britain 
arises from the fact of these immigrants being of a higher class of subjects. 

5. In epidemics of yellow fever, what proportion of the foreign popula- 
tion have the disease ? 

Reply. All are subject that are unacclimated, and may have it sooner or 
later, even after a residence of many years. By taking great care of 
themselves; by not unbalancing their constitutions ; by great prudence 
and temperance, many have lived in New Orleans many years without 
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having had the yellow fever, and deem their immunity complete. In 
my opinion it is not so, and that by changing their habits of life, they 
may still be attacked. It is very true that some people are not even 
subject to the small pox; it is doubtless so in yellow fever. These are 
very rare—are exceptions—and cannot form the basis for any rule of ac- 
tion. I knew persons who passed through, and even nursed patients 
with the malignent epidemic of 1853, (the worst we ever had,) who 
were among the first victims to the epidemic of the succeeding year. 

Hence thus—the principle must be that perfect acclimation is only 
to be derived from having once had it. It is thus with natives—unless 
both parents shall have been born in the place, there is no entire immu- 
nity ; even if one parent is a native, there is still liability. 

6. What is the influence of personal habits upon attacks of epidemic 
disease? In other diseases ? In sudden or violent deaths ? 

Reply. These questions go to the foundation of all hygienic laws, and 
a treatise on hygiené would be applicable to expound them. 

The records of temperance societies show the incalculable value of the 
observance of their rules; yet temperance in drinks forms but a small 
portion of the great preservative principles embraced in the term “ tem- 
perance.” It literally embraces, in the language of the inspired writer, 
“temperance in all things.” In relation to drinks, (the most dangerous,) 
if one is very moderate and perfectly regular, its influence on the con- 
stitution is scarcely apparent ; but if the system has been at all impaired 
by its use, there is ever the greatest danger. Entire abstinence is the 
best safeguard. 

Intemperance in eating and personal habits, as well as moral causes, 
are very destructive at the South, and the constitution is not so well pre- 
pared to resist the liabilities of the climate. These remarks apply to 
all these questions, and man’s liability to be influenced by them will 
greatly depend upon his own moral firmness in enabling him to resist 
their influence and defy temptation. 

7. Is there acclimation by a single attack of yellow fever? Does a 
single attack give immunity ? 

Reply. These questions, although answered in general under the 5th 
head, I will reply to more catagorically. I will state my conviction, 
then, that there is none that can entirely be relied on. Some people do 
not have yellow fever or any other malady, and the liabilities of all differ. 
Some take it as soon as they enter a city where it prevails; others not 
for months, and similarly exposed, while others have passed years 
through epidemics and fallen a victim to it at last. Hence, then, the 
only practical safety or reliance is the belief that there is no immunity 
that can be depended on, except having gone through the disease. I 
am fully of opinion that a second attack very rarely, if ever, takes place, 
and that the first furnishes the required immunity, under all ordinary 
circumstances, and is nearly as protective as having had the small pox, 
is from it. 

8. Are pulmonary diseases rife in certain portions of the Southwestern 
States ? 

Reply. They are; (the exact amount I cannot trust to my memory 
to state.) 
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9. If so, under what forms and modifications from those of the 
North ? 

Reply. Phthisis pulmonalis, or consumption proper, exists to a large 
extent at the South, and particularly on the seaboard and low, damp 
places, among both colors. There is more pneumonia and pleurisy, as a 
class of inflammatory diseases of the pulmonary apparatus, at the North 
and less at the South ; but I think I can venture the statement, (without 
having the figures before me,) that phthisis to the population is more 
rife at the South than at the North, and particularly in the low, damp 
and marine regions; I know how contrary this is to popular and pro- 
fessional belief. 

10. The relative proportion of such diseases as occurring among na- 
tives and strangers ? 

Reply. Statistical records do not show; but in my experience they 
certainly exist more among the natives than strangers, excepting from 
the comparison those who visit the climate from its supposed curative 
effects. 

11. Are the cities or the country most subject to such diseases ? 

Reply. The cities are more subject to phthisis among the whites, and 
the country among the blacks. And the inflammatory affections of the 
pulmonary apparatus are also more rife in the country. 

12. What influence has the topography of the section of country in 
which such diseases prevail upon their frequency or security ? 

Reply. Whenever the causes of moisture exist to an unusual degree, 
there likewise the liabilities will exist and predominate. But in the 
higher and drier portions of the country, the other or inflammatory 
pulmonary affections are most apt to prevail. 

13. Is the climate of Cuba adapted to Northern invalids who are suf- 
fering under tubercular or other pulmonary diseases ? 

Reply. First.—From several years professional experience there, I 
consider it fatal to any form of phthisis or tubercular disease, after it has 
arrived at the suppurative or ulcerative stage—indeed, not safe in any 
way. 
Second.—In relation to the other or inflammatory pulmonary diseases 
it is different. 1n their earlier stages, it is often of great benefit. 

The remarks under the first head apply very particularly to the city 
of Havana and the cities generally, and the reason is palpable enough, 
for here there are two immense sources of exhaustion from the disease, 
in the great drain from the lungs and skin, and the second is derived 
from the enfeebling heat of the climate, 

14. Is the occurrence of diseases of the respiratory organs frequent in 
this island ? 

Reply. They are very frequent throughout most of the island, and 
vary from 10 to 25 per cent. of the entire mortality. The city of 
Havana is the worst of the whole island in its liability to and preva- 
lence of this class of diseases. Indeed, I think I may be justified in 
stating that the deaths from phthisis is from 22 to 23 per cent. of 
the entire mortality; and the mortality from all pulmonary diseases 
amount there to 25 per cent., of the whole mortality. I now refer to the 
mortality occurring among the natives of the island. Those who visit 
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here and die, only furnish a small fraction of a per cent.—not sufficient 
to influence general deductions. 

15. Do these remarks apply to other West India climates ? 

Reply. I believe they do, so far as the principle goes, of great and 
exhausting heat, enfeebling the patient and impairing his vital energies 
and reactive power in the secondary stages of phthisis and all tubercular 
diseases. 

16. Which portion of Cuba is best adapted to invalids suffering un- 
der pulmonary diseases ? 

Reply. The interior and more elevated portions. 


SUPPLEMENTAL QUESTIONS. 


1. What is the proportion of deaths between the male and female 
population in the Southern and Southwestern States, say between the ages 
of 18 and 50 years? 

Reply. It is impossible to answer this from memory, and without the 
aid of my large statistical collection. But I can approximate sufficient- 
ly near for immediate practical purposes, and say, that the whole of that 
region under reference is much more kind and conducive to female 
health than to that of males, and that during our epidemics, this differ- 
ence is so great that they will vary from six to thirteen males to one 
female! and this mortality is especially applicable to the ages men- 
tioned. 

2. Do deaths among females show a tendency to particular diseases ? 

Reply. Beyond the great zymotic class, the leading avenue to death 
at the South, probably uterine disease is the greatest specially ; but this 
is not exhibited to its true extent in the bills of mortality—death being 
ascribed to some other cause supervening during the last days, or from 
delicacy in rendering a true statement of the case. 


ProressionaL Lire.—At a recent meeting of the London Statistical 
Society, Dr. Guy read a paper “on the Duration of Life among Law- 
yers.” This paper was a sequel to a former one, on the duration of life 
among clergymen and medical men. Those whose deaths are recorded 
in these publications were persons who had reached eminence or noto- 
riety in their professions. 139 cases are taken from the “ Biographical 
Dictionary,” and 309 from the “Annual Register.” Of this number of 
the clerical, legal and medical professions, who have attained the age of 
51 years or upwards, averages were as follows: 


Biographical Annual 

Dictionary. Register. 
69.48 74.04 
PWFOM oo ccs canssccs scsbenstes ‘aces : 7247 
Medical Men, 70. 72.95 


More correct data will hereafter be obtained from the Annual Reports 
of the Registrar-General. 
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LEGAL MISCELLANY. 
FRAUDS ON BANKS AND OTHER CORPORATIONS. 


CoMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA USE OF DanreEu T. Lawson v. THE 
Onto AND PENNSYLVANIA Ratt-Roap Company. Error to Dis- 
trict Court, AtLEGANy County, PgnnsytvaniA. OPINION BY 


Woopwarp, J. 


Liability of Corporation for Offences by Agents—Penalties—Con- 
spiracy.— Whilst I do not concur in the opinion of the majority in re- 
gard to the competency of Morris as a witness, I propose to confine my 
written dissent to the question which arises upon the rejection of the 
matters offered to be proved by Davies, as contained in the bill of ex- 
ceptions, marked B. If these matters, by whatever witness proved, do 
not entitle the plaintiff to recover, there is an end of his action, and he 
is out of court. 

It was no part of the offer that the company expressly authorized 
conductors and ticket-agents to pay out the contraband currency, or 
that they knew it was done, except as knowledge might be inferred 
from the circumstances that the notes were paid out in the cars and 
ticket-offices, and that such payments were the open and notorious cus- 
tom of the conductors and agents. The objection to this offer was 
specific—that there was no evidence of precedent authority, or of recog- 
nition and ratification on the part of the company, so that it is fair, 
perhaps necessary, to assume that the plaintiff had no such evidence to 
offer. The form of the objection would have brought it out if such evi- 
dence existed. The question presented by the record is, then, whether 
the misdemeanor of the agents, committed in the ordinary course of their 
employment and for the benefit of the company, but without corporate 
sanction, is sufficient to charge the company with the statutory penalty ? 

“ Every violation of the provisions of this section by any corporation,” 
is the language of the enactment which defines corporate liability. 
Under their charter the president and managers are the governors of 
this corporation, and whatever is done by their authority, or with their 
subsequent ratification, which is equivalent to precedent authority, binds 
the corporation. 

But in general the only mode in which a corporation aggregate can 
act is through the intervention of agents; and a corporation is liable for 
the sean acts and negligences of its servants and agents, done in the 
course of their regular employment, on the same ground, in the same 
manner and to the same extent that natural persons are. (Angell & 
Ames on Corporations, sec, 310; 7 Cranch, 305.) A corporation, how- 
ever, is not responsible for unauthorized acts even of its officers, though 
done under colore officit, nor does any presumption of the company’s 
guilt arise from the wrongful act of its officer ; for while the presumption 
of law on the one hand is that the officer did no more than his duty, the 
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presumption of innocence on the other is that the company did not in- 
struct him to violate the law. (Hazelton Coal Company vy. Megargle, 4 
Barr, 329.) To fix the liability it must be shown affirmatively, either 
that the officers were expressly authorized to do the act, or that it was 
done bona fide in pursuance of a general authority in relation to the 
subject matter, or that the act was adopted and ratified by the corpora- 
tion. (Angell & Ames, sec. 309.) 

The relevancy of the evidence offered and rejected depends on the 
application of those general principles to the very peculiar circumstances 
of the case. 

A conspiracy is contrived in Ohio between four men to betray Penn- 
sylvania corporations into violations of the statute in question, whereby 
large penalties may accrue to the informer. Instead of attaching the 
governing officers of this corporation defendant, they tempt the con- 
ductors and ticket-agents to pay out small notes, which was a public 
offence on the part of the employees, that subjected them individually, 
for each note passed, to a penalty of $25, and to indictment and punish- 
ment as for a misdemeanor. The duties to which the conductors and 
the ticket-agents are appointed are specific and lawful. No authority 
was ever given to them to receive or pay out small notes, and nothing 
but ground for an implication of the company’s knowledge that they 
dealt in them, was offered to be proved. 

Have the conspirators caught the corporation? If the case be put on 
the ordinary ground of principal and agent, leaving out of view the dis- 
tinctions already adverted to as peculiar to corporations, how will it 
stand? If this suit be regarded as a criminal proceeding, the general 
doctrine is that a principal is not ordinarily liable in a criminal suit for 
the acts or misdeeds of his agent, unless, indeed, he has authorized or 
co-operated in them. 

But the act of 1850 calls these forfeitures civil penalties, and this suit 
is undoubtedly to be treated as a civil action. What, then, is the law 
of principal and agent in respect to civil remedies for the torts of the 
agent? It will be found very fully stated by Judge Story, in his work 
on Agency, at sec. 452. The principal is liable to third persons for the 
frauds and torts of his agent in the course of his employment, although 
the principal did not authorize, or justify, or know of such misconduct ; 
nay, though he even forbade the acts or disapproved of them. The rule 
in all such cases is respondeat superior, and it is founded in public policy 
and convenience ; for in no other way could there be any safety to third 
persons in their dealings through the instrumentality of agents. 

Now be it observed that this rule is, both in reason and authority, a 
rule for the protection of third persons—such as deal with the agent in 
good faith—who are themselves innocent of any fraud, and who must 
sustain loss and injury if the principal be not liable for the agent’s act. 

It has no application where the fraud is practiced on the agent. The 
perpetrator of the fraud is not the third person whose safety and protec- 
tion this rule contemplates. He is not the innocent and injured party 
in behalf of whom the law will visit the agent’s act over on the superior. 
If loss results to him from the joint wrong of himself and the agent, the 
law will not repair it, for, in general, where parties are in pars delicto, 
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there is no relief for either. But if profit and advantage, instead of loss, 
are to result to the perpetrator of the fraud, surely the law is not to 
be an instrument in his hands to enable him to reap the fruits of his 
iniquity. 

This distinction was taken and stated, better than I can state it, by 
Chief Justice Oakley, in the case of Clark vy. The Metropolitan Bank, 3 
Duer, 241—a case which strongly resembled the present. That was an 
action to recover a statutory penalty for dealing in foreign bank notes. 
The Chief Justice said: “It is undoubtedly true that in many cases a 
principal is responsible for the act of his agent, which, although an abuse 
or excess of authority of the agent, was within the general scope of the 
business he was employed to transact; but this is only true between the 
principal and a third person, who, believing and having a right to be- 
lieve that the agent was acting within, and not exceeding or abusing his 
authority, would sustain a loss if the act were not considered as that of 
the principal. It is only true where the sole question is by which of two 
innocent parties a loss resulting from the fraud or misconduct of the 
agent ought to be borne. It is plain, however, that no such question 
arises here. Here the person who paid the bank bill in question knew 
that the teller violated his duty in receiving it, for we are just as much 
bound to impute to him a knowledge of the provisions of the statute as 
to the teller himself. And the person on whose behalf the bill was pre- 
sented to the teller, so far from sustaining a loss, derived a benefit from 
its reception.” 

These observations are directly in point, and apply themselves to the 
case before us. In that case the offence consisted in receiving, and in 
this, in paying out forbidden bank notes; but in both the agent of the 
corporation violated the statute, not to the prejudice of an innocent party 
dealing with him bona fide, but at the instance of a party who sought 
profit and advantage out of the violation to which he tempted the agent. 
The present informer is not entitled to the protection of the rule of law 
he invokes. It was made for honest men dealing bona fide, not for con- 
spirators against the rights of others. He knew right well that the 
agents were violating the statute; for the conspiracy which he had 
hatched had its foundation in a knowledge of the provisions of the 
statute. So far from sustaining any loss by the agent’s acts, he sought 
and courted them—created the occasion and induced their perform- 
ance—as a source of profit to himself. He was, in a word, the author 
of the very wrong of which he now complains. Instead of suffering 
from a fraud, he practiced the fraud with circumstances of great aggra- 
vation, and to the insult of the dignity of Pennsylvania. 

All this appears from the case as offered in the testimony, and it is 
manifest that such a party is not in a condition to enforce the principle 
of respondeat superior, which telongs to the relation of principal and 
agent. And if that principle will not sustain his case and justify the 
evidence offered, there is no other ground for him to stand on. It is 
putting his case on its best footing to test it by the law of principal and 
agent, and if it cannot abide that test, it can endure no other. 

To treat it upon the law of corporations, he is met by the rule that 
there is to be no presumption of corporate guiltiness, any more than an 
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individual is presumed guilty, and as he offered no evidence that tended 
to establish the guilt of the corporation, what he did offer was properly 
rejected. At most, it could raise only a presumption that the agents 
acted with the knowledge and by the authority of the company, and a 
complete counterpoise to that, is the other presumption that the cor- 
poration acted according to law. 

On this main and fundamental point I think the ruling below was 
right, and I would affirm the judgment, and I am permitted to add that 
the Chief Justice concurs with me. * 


COINAGE OF THE UNITED STATES. 


Report of the Director of the Mint, for the calendar year ending 
December 31, 1856. 


Mint or THE Unirep Srares, 
Philadelphia, January 31, 1857. 


Sir: I have the honor to present the following report, in compliance 
with the 2d section of the act of January 18, 1837, which contains the 
following enactment: “The director shall have the control and man- 
agement of the Mint, the superintendence of the officers and persons 
employed therein, and the general regulation and supervision of the 
business of the several branches; and in the month of January of every 
year he shall make report to the President of the United States of the 
operations of the Mint and its branches for the year preceding.” 

As this report must embrace the operations of the entire year, it 
could not be prepared until the statistics of coinage from all the 
branches were received. The statement for the month of December 
last for the branch mint at San Francisco only reached me on the 29th 
instant. Hence the unavoidable delay in transmitting this report to 
the executive department. 

The amount of gold and silver bullion received during the year 1856 
at the Mint and its branches, including the Assay Office, was as follows : 
Gold deposits, $55,078,402 20; silver deposits, including purchases, 
$5,120,634 43. Total, $60,199,036 63. 

The coinage for the same period, including bars, was as follows: 
Gold coins, $36,697,768 50; silver coins, $5,135,240; copper coins, 
$27,106 78; gold bars, $22,645,596 85; silver bars, $61,430 17. 
Total amount of coinage, including bars, $64,567,142 30. The num- 
ber of pieces of coin struck were 33,863,847; the number of gold and 
silver bars, 7,119. 

The above statement presents the entire amount received and ope- 
rated upon at all the mints and the Assay Office; but it is proper to re- 
mark that some of the bullion received at San Francisco and formed 
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into bars, is subsequently deposited at the other minting establishments, 
and the deposits received for coinage at the Assay Office are transferred 
to the Mint. Deducting these re-deposits, the actual amount of gold 
and silver received during the year was $53,018,926 63. 

The operations at the several mints and the Assay Office during the 
year were as follows: At the principal Mint (Philadelphia) the deposits 
were, in gold, $7,479,568 10; in silver, $1,730,917 11; total, 
$9,210,485 21. The coinage amounted to $14,846,762 99, comprising 
$11,074,388 12 in gold, $3,245,268 09 in silver, and $27,106 78 in 
copper coins, and composed of 25,876,288 pieces. 

It will be observed that the coinage largely exceeds the deposits 
during the year. This arises from the fact that the operations of coin- 
age were suspended during several months of the year 1855, during 
the progress of the work done at the Mint, “to render it fire-proof, and 
to give additional security to the funds deposited in its vaults.” The 
bullion then received has been coined during the last year. The repairs 
to the Mint edifice have been completed, and it is now, in all its depart- 
ments, entirely fire-proof. The arrangement of the rooms appropriated 
to the different branches of business has been also much improved, and 
the vaults in which the bullion and coins are placed rendered more 
secure. The Mint is now in a condition of great efficiency, and is capa- 
ble of performing any amount of coinage which it may be required to 
execute, 

The deposits and coinage at the branch mint at New Orleans dur- 
ing the year were as follows: Gold deposits, $310,925 67; silver de- 
posits, $2,668,803 02; total deposits, $2,979,728 69. Gold coinage, 
$292,750; silver, $1,744,000; total coinage, $2,036,750, comprised 
in 5,953,850 pieces. 

The operations at that branch of the Mint were suspended in Octo- 
ber last, in consequence of the repairs then commenced to render the 
Mint building fire-proof. It is expected that the operations at that in- 
stitution will be fully resumed in the early part of the present year. 

The branch mint at San Francisco received of gold deposits the sum 
of $29,209,218 24; of silver, the sum of $246,752 92; total deposits, 
$29,455,971 16. The operations of coinage were as follows: Gold 
coins, $25,146,400; silver coins, $177,000; refined gold bars, 
$122,136 55; unparted or unrefined gold bars, $3,047,001 29; total 
operations of coinage, including bars, $28,516,147 29, comprised in 
1,977,559 pieces. 

The deposits received at the branch mint at Dahlonega were 
$101,405 26. The coinage was $102,575. The number of pieces 
struck, 22,120. 

At the branch mint at Charlotte the sum of $173,592 53 was de- 
posited. The coinage amounted to $162,067 50, composed of 36,370 
pieces. The operations of the branches at Dahlonega and Charlotte are 
confined to gold, 

The Assay Office at New York received during the year: Gold de- 
posits, $17,803,692 40; and silver deposits, including purchases, 
$474,161 38; total deposits, $18,277,853 78. These deposits were 
paid as follows: In fine bars, $13,094,386 36; in coin, $5,183,467 42. 
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The number of gold bars, prepared and stamped at this office, was 4,727, 
of the value of $19,396,046 89. 

The amount of gold of domestic production deposited at all of the 
minting establishments during the year 1856, was as follows; Gold 
produced from the State of California, $47,509,411 08; from the Ter- 
ritory of Oregon, $40,750; and from the Atlantic States, $328,280 73; 
total domestic gold, $47,878,441 81. 

I refer you to certain tables annexed to this report, which exhibit in 
detail the operations of the Mint and its branches in the past and former 
years. These tables present the following statistics, viz.: A.—The de- 
posits and coinage at the Mint and its branches and the Assay Office 
during the year 1856. B.—The coinage of the mint and branches 
from their organization to the close of the year 1856. 1. Mint of the 
United States. 2. Branch Mint at San Francisco. 3. Branch mint at 
New Orleans. 4. Branch mint at Charlotte, North Carolina, 5. Branch 
mint at Dahlonega, Georgia. 6. The Assay Office at New York. 7. 
Summary exhibit of the coinage of the mints to the close of the year 
1856. C.—Statement of gold of domestic production deposited at the 
Mint and branches to the end of the year 1856. 1. Mint of the 
United States. 2. Branch mint at San Francisco. 3. Branch mint, 
New Orleans. 4. Branch mint, Charlotte. 5. Branch mint, Dahlonega. 
6. Assay Office, New York. 7 Summary exhibit of the entire de- 
posits of domestic gold at the mints and the Assay Office to the close of 
the year 1856. D.—A statement of the amount of silver coined since 
the passage of the act relating to silver coinage, approved February 21, 
1853. E.—A statement of the amount of silver of domestic produc- 
tion, including silver parted from California gold deposited at the seve- 
ral mints and the Assay Office, from January 1, 1841, to December 31, 
1856. 

I have the honor to be, with great respect, your faithful servant, 


James Ross SNowben, 


Director of the Mint. 
To tHE PRESIDENT oF THE UNITED SraTEs. 


According to the annual reports of the Mint, the’ coinage of gold and 
silver at the Mint and branches, since the gold discoveries in California, 
has been as follows: 


Gold Silwer Copper Whole number Coinage. 
Year. Value. Value. Value. of Pieces. Value. 
$9,007,761 50 $2,114,950 00 $41,984 32 12,666,659 $11,164,695 82 
81,981,738 50 1,866,100 00 44,467 50 14,588,220 83,892,301 00 
62,614,492 50 774 897 00 99,635 43 28,701,958 63,488,524 93 
56,846,187 50 1,809,555 00 50,630 94 82,964,019 58,206,873 44 
55,213,907 00 9,077,571 00 67,059 78 76,481,062 64,358,537 73 
52,094,595 47 8,619,270 00 42,638 35 44,645,011 60,756,503 82 
52,795,457 20 8,501,245 00 16,030 79 16,997,807 56,312,782 90 
59,343,365 35 5,196,670 17 27,106 78 83,870,966 64,567,142 30 


For the new act of Congress in reference to the coinage, our readers are 
referred to our April No. p. 816. The following tables we extract 
from the report of the director of the Mint for the past year: 
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Foreign Banks. 


FOREIGN BANKS. 


I. Tae Orroman Bank. II. Toe Bank or Turkey. III. Tat Banx 
or Agricutturse. IV. Tue Bank or France. V. Tue Isterna- 
TIONAL Bank, Paris. VI. Enevanp. 


I. Notice is given in the London papers that the Ottoman Bank 
having commenced business at Constantinople, and at its branches at 
Galatz, Smyrna and Beyrout, is now prepared to issue letters of credit, 
to collect bills, and negotiate bills of exchange on the above-named 
places, and generally to transact all banking business connected with 
Turkey in Europe and Asia, or the Principalities. 


II. Tae Bank or Turkey.—(From the Correspondent of the London 
Times, Constantinople, March 6, 1857.)—The government of His Im- 
perial Majesty grants the privilege of creating a State Bank in the Otto- 
man Empire, and of forming for that purpose a company, and raising the 
necessary capital by the subscription of shares. The bank is to be 
styled “The Bank of Turkey,” and to be under the high supervision of 
His Majesty the Sultan, so that the principles of the concession and the 
general laws of the empire may be maintained. The privilege is granted 
for thirty years, and one year before the expiration of that term the Impe- 
rial Government may announce its intention of dissolving the bank, by 
paying up at the end of the concession all the sums it may owe to the 
bank, either in capital or,interest. The bank binds itself, also, to with- 
draw all its bank notes and pay off all its debts. The head establish- 
ment of the bank will be in Constantinople, but it will have the privilege 
of forming branches and agencies in all parts of the empire. The bank 
will have the right to perform all sorts of banking operations, and chiefly 
discounts, and advances on all sorts of securities ; to buy and sell bills of 
exchange, and issue bank post-bills on the system of the Bank of Eng- 
land. The direction of the bank will be in Constantinople, and consist 
of a governor named by government, a deputy-governor and twenty-four 
directors, twelve of whom will also be named by government and twelve 
by the founders for the first three years, and after that period by the 
votes of the shareholders. The details of administration have been left 
open, and will be settled by a subsequent agreement between the 
government and the founders. The bank will publish-a weekly state- 
ment in the local and London papers, and its accounts will be examined 
and dividends declared every six months. The capital of the bank will 
be £10,000,000 sterling, with the obligation of increasing it, if required ; 
and it will be divided into 500,000 shares of £20 each, and subscri 
tions will be opened, at the same time and on the same conditions, in 
France and Germany, to allow those countries to subscribe for an equal 
amount. The bank will commence operations as soon as all these shares 
shall have been subscribed, and 25 per cent. at least of their amount 
paid up in specie into the coffers of the bank. The remainder of the 
capital to be called up, as it may be required, on the decision of the 
governor in council. 
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The gold coin of 100 piastres, known as the Medjidie, will become 
the standard of the monetary system of the empire, and this standard 
will be irrevocably recognised by the government and maintained at 
par by the bank. The bank will have the exclusive privilege of issuing 
bank notes, which will be received as a legal tender in all parts of the 
empire by all government officers in payment of government dues. 
These bank notes will be payable to bearer on demand at the offices of 
the bank in Constantinople, and at its branches and agencies throughout 
the empire, between the hours of 10 A.M. and 3 P.M., every day, 
Sundays excepted. The bank will always be obliged to have in its 
coffers, in specie or ingots, as a reserve, a sum amounting to at least 
half its bank notes in circulation, and the circulation of bank notes is 
never to exceed the maximum of £15,000,000 sterling. The bank will 
at all times have the right to send to the mint specie or ingots to be 
converted into Turkish coin on its account, free of expense. The bank 
will withdraw at par all the paper money in circulation, first the schims 
and caimés bearing interest, and afterwards the caimé without interest, 
so that the whole shall be withdrawn fifteen months after the opening 
of the bank. The paper money, as it is withdrawn, shall be destroyed in 
presence of commissioners appointed by the government, and for 
each amount of paper withdrawn at par the government will hand over 
to the bank treasury bonds, in coupons of from £20 to £1,000, bearing 
interest at 6 per cent. per annum, which treasury bonds the bank will 
have the right to dispose of as best it pleases. 

The government will immediately make a special assignment of a 
certain portion of the public revenue (that of Moldavia and Wallachia, 
of the island of Crete, and of the customs of Constantinople) to the 
bank, to be appropriated by the bank to the payment of the interest 
of the treasury bonds and to their gradual extinction. The government 
binds itself not to issue any kind of paper money or of notes, nor to 
grant or allow the exercise of any such privilege in the empire to any 
person or company, during the existence of the bank’s privilege. When 
all the paper money shall have been withdrawn, the bank will also effect 
the withdrawal of the bechliks, alteleks and their subdivisions ; this 
operation to be completed in two years from its commencement. The 
coins withdrawn will be melted and assayed to ascertain their real value, 
and immediately converted into new coins, subdivisions of the legal 
standard, (of which the title will be hereafter determined,) and paid in- 
to the bank without delay. The bank having previously debited the 
government with the amount paid to withdraw the coins at par, will 
now credit it for the amount paid back in new coin, and for the balance 
it will receive from the government treasury bonds, bearing interest at 
6 per cent. per annum, precisely similar in every respect to those issued 
for the withdrawal of the paper money. 

The bank will pay no taxes, and will receive every protection requisite 
to its offices, notes or property from the government. The government 
will enact new and efficacious laws regulating the punctual payment of 
debts and bills of exchange. The bank, like the public banks of Europe, 
will be intrusted with all the receipts and payments of the government, 
and will keep a separate account of all these transactions ; and for any 
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temporary advances it may make to the government, in anticipation of 
the revenues, it will receive treasury bonds, payable at from thirty to 
ninety days, at the option of the bank, and bearing interest at 6 per 
cent. On the reception of the Imperial firman, the founders will de- 
posit with the Turkish Ambassador in London £200,000 as a guarantee 
for the due fulfilment of their engagements, and this sum will be for- 
feited in the event of the bank not coming into operation within six 
months from that date. The government will grant to the bank the 
land required for building suitable offices. 

In the original form of convention the supreme direction of the bank 
was vested in a committee sitting in London, and composed in such a 
way as to insure at all times a majority to the English shareholders ; 
and the directors in Constantinople were obliged to refer anything of 
importance to this committee. Such an arrangement was evidently 
vicious, and Redschid Pasha would not in any way consent to it. He 
insisted on the direction being entirely in Constantinople, and it was 
necessary to yield to him. He also required as large a specie reserve 
as one-half of the bank notes in circulation, the original provision being 
only for one-third, and fixed at £15,000,000 sterling the maximum of 
bank notes ever to be issued, whatever be the amount of paid-up capital, 
and obliged the bank to pay its notes at the branches as well as at the 
central establishment. 

That there is an unlimited field of operation open to an institution of 
this kind in Turkey is clear, and by the privileges conceded, great care 
is taken to exclude the possibility of any competition. All the financial 
affairs of the government will henceforth pass through the bank, and 
there is no doubt that the government will gain by such an arrange- 
ment. One of the greatest sources of deficit in the revenue has hitherto 
been the ruinous loans at usurious interest, which every department of 
the administration was obliged to contract several times a year in antici- 
pation of the revenues, to meet pressing calls, These loans will no longer 
be required, as the government will obtain from the bank all necessary 
advances at a reasonable rate, and the bank will have every security, as 
it will repay itself out of the revenue passing through its hands. The 
revenue, properly collected under the supervision of the bank, will be 
found to increase rapidly ; for at present it is well known that only a 
small portion of what is actually paid by the country finds its way into 
the coffers of the State. The receipts and expenditures already are equal 
on paper; when these causes of deficiency shall have been removed, in- 
stead of a deficit at the end of the year, a surplus will be found, and the 
effect on the credit of the government must be immediate. As for the 
monetary reform which the bank is called upon to perform in the first 
instance, divided as it has been into several distinct operations and ex- 
tended over a period of several years, there can be no difficulty in 
effecting it. The six per cent. treasury bonds which will be issued 
against the advances of the bank for this operation, being well secured, 
both as regards capital and interest, on distinct and clear portions of the 
revenue, will certainly become a favorite investment both in Turkey and 
elsewhere, especially when some improvement shall have taken place in 
the money market and discount has fallen to 5 or 4 per cent. The 
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bank will receive them at par, and issue them, most probably, at a pre- 
mium. 


Bank at Havana.—The shareholders of the new Bank of Agriculture, 
Havana, one of whom is D. Miguel De Embil, met on the 11th of 
March. The discussion was long, and resulted in many important 
amendments to the constitution. D. Julian Alfonso, D. Jose Morales 
and D. Jose Miguel Urzainqui were appointed a committee of final revis- 
ion, The wealthiest citizens of Havana are interested in the new bank, 
aad it seems to have created considerable excitement. 

We learn there is to be a new bank established in Rio de Janeiro, 
the system to be similar to the New York banking system. 


Bank or France.—The Paris correspondent of the London Times 
writes that: “The resolution adopted in March by the Directors of the 
Bank of France to receive for discount commercial bills having 90 days 
to run, has given great satisfaction, and has created a considerable move- 
ment among commercial men in Paris. This measure will not have 
any effect in affording accommodation with regard to commercial trans- 
actions already concluded, as payments have been made during the last 
six months in bills at from 60 to 75 days, but it will have an enormous 
effect on future dealings, and will, no doubt, produce considerable ac- 
tivity in the Spring trade now about to open. Business among the 
manufacturers and shopkeepers last week was particularly dull. There 
were a few purchases made by country shopkeepers, but they were of 


insignificant amount and were paid for in cash. One consequence of 
the construction of railways is, that country dealers avail themselves 
of the facility of transport, and make purchases in small quantities, 
according as they dispose of their stocks on hand. The great obstacle 
at present existing to the improvement of trade, is the excessive price 
of the raw materials used in manufactures, which deters purchasers, and 
the price of those articles, instead of diminishing, is gradually increasing.” 


InreRNATIONAL Banx.—The Independance Belge publishes the de- 
tails of the intended constitution of the new International Bank at 
Paris, and says: “It is to be called the International Society of Com- 
mercial Credit, and the founders are Mr. William Gladstone, Mr. We- 
guelin, Governor of the Bank of England, and Mr. Charles Bell, all of 
the house of Thomson, Bonar & Co., of London and St. Petersburg ; 
Mr. Alderman Salomons, Mr. Charles Morrison, of the firm of Morrison, 
Dillon & Co.; Mr. Arthur Hankey, Mr. 8S. H. J. Goldschmidt and Mr. 
Robert Campbell ; the Discount Society of Berlin, through its gérant, 
M. David Haussman, formerly Prussian Finance Minister; the North- 
ern Bank of Germany, at Hamburg, represented by Senator Goddefroy 
and Ernest Merck, Consul-General; the Leipsic Credit Bank, repre- 
sented by M. Albert Dufour Feronce; and finally, Messrs. L. R. Bischoff- 
shein, banker, and Armand Donon, of the firm of Donon, Aubry, Gau- 
tier & Co., bankers, both of Paris.” 


Enctanp.—We learn from the money article of the London Times 
that the London and Eastern Banking Corporation have found it neces- 
sary to make arrangements for winding up their transactions. The 
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concern was established only three years back, with a capital of £500,000, 
of which one-half was paid up, and it has declared dividends at the 
rate of 6 per cent. It has branches in Mark-lane, Pall-mall and West- 
bourne-terrace, as well as at Calcutta and Bombay. It is announced on 
authority that all the engagements will be liquidated in full as they fall 
due, and a hope is entertained by Mr. Coleman, the accountant called 
in, that a cousiderable portion of the capital may be ultimately saved 
for the shareholders. During the suspension of the Bank of England, 
1807-1822, their dividends were at the rate of ten per cent. annually— 
from 1822 to 1838, eight per cent., and from 1839 to 1849, seven per 
cent.; but of late years it has become an eight per cent stock. The 
first dividend, at the rate of nine per cent. per annum, was in March last. 
The profits for the six months ending 28th of February, were £686,330, 
making the amount of the “rest” on that day £3,719,855. After the 
payment of the dividend the “rest” will be £3,064,970. In answer to 
questions, the Governor stated that the report of the Directors being 
about to allow interest upon deposits, was incorrect, 


Cot.ections In TaE West—The banking transactions with western cities have 
become so extensive that we have undertaken to furnish (from reliable sources) 
“a list of private bankers” throughout the Southern and Western States, This 
list, revised to January, 1857, may be found in Tue Bankers’ Rectsrer for 1857, 
which is now ready for delivery. For the convenience of notaries public the 
same work contains “an alphabetical list of cashiers throughout the United States.” 
For the convenience of banks and bankers in this State, New England and else- 
where, who have collections to make, the cards of banks and of private bankers 
in the following cities (with their references) may be found on the cover of the 
Bankers’ Magazine: 


Massacuusetts.—Boston. 

New Yorx.—New York City, Buffalo. 

Pennsytvanta.—Philadelphia, Pittsburgh, Scranton. 

Maryianp.—Baltimore. District or Cotums1a.— Washington City. 

Vireinta.—Alexandria, Fredericksburg, Richmond. 

Sourn Carotina.—Newbury. Arxansas.—Helena. 

Aasama.—Mobile. 

Catirornta.—Sacramento City, San Francisco. 

Int1vo1s.—Beardstown, Chicago, Dixon, Moline, Peoria, Peru, Rockford, Rock 
Island, Quincy, Sterling, Springfield. 

Inprana.—Indianapolis, New Albany, Richmond. 

Iowa.—Burlington, Cedar Rapids, Cedar Falls, Chariton, Council Bluffs, Da- 
venport, Dubuque, Fairfield, Fort Dodge, Fort DesMoines, Iowa City, Keokuk, 
Marion, Muscatine, Sioux City, Vinton, Wapello. 

Kentucxy.—Lexington, Louisville. Lovtstana.—New Orleans. 

Micuican.—Battle Creek, Detroit, Grand Rapids. 

Mrsyesota.—St. Paul, St, Anthony. Mississirr1.—Jackson, Vicksburg. 

Missourt—Boonville, Glasgow, Hannibal, Lexington, St. Louis. 

Ounto.—Cincinnati, Cleveland, Newark, Sandusky, Toledo, Zanesville. 

Tennessee.—Nashville, Knoxville. 

Texas.—Galveston, San Antonia. 

Wisconsty.—-Milwaukie, Menasha, Sheboygan, Stevens’ Point. 

Canapa.—Kingstor, Montreal, Toronto, Quebec, London, Hamilton, Belleville, 
Brockville, Galt, Port _ Prescott, Peterboro’, Chatham, Ingersoll, Port Stan- 
ley, Stratford, Brantford, Bytown, Dundas, Sault St. Marie, Three Rivers, 
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A MODEL BANKING HOUSE. 


GRIGG’s NEW FIRE-PROOF BUILDING, WALNUT-STREET, PHILADELPHIA. 


To the list of new banking houses, descriptions of which have been 
given in the pages of the Bankers’ Magazine, the Grigg building, just 
erected in Walnut-street, below Third, in Philadelphia, is every way 
worthy to be added, on account not only of the elegance of its ex- 
terior but of the extreme care with which provision has been made for 
safety against fire, and for what is too often deemed of secondary, al- 
though in fact of the very first importance, light and ventilation. 

Not a particle of wood or other combustible material is used in its 
construction, except for inside doors. The beams and stair-cases are of 
iron. The intervals of four feet between the beams are filled in with 
brickwork, arched and plastered so as to form a corrugated ceiling, with 
ornamental brackets at the stiles of the arches. The front building 
is three stories high, exclusive of the basement, and is 29 feet 3 inches 
wide, containing eight rooms, 22 by 28 feet, and 16 feet high, with 
large communicating doors, so that two rooms can be used as one, if 
desired. In the back building are four rooms, 22 by 30 feet, with simi- 
lar communicating doors. Each suite of rooms has its separate wash- 
rooms, water-closets and fire-room attached, so as to be as complete in 
itself as if in a separate building. The floors are laid throughout with 
English encaustic tiles of various ornamental designs. 

The front, which is of brown stone, is in a style described as present- 
ing an exceedingly fine effect by its elegance and symmetry. It is or- 
namental without being overloaded with ornament. As a whole, the 
building is decidedly one of the finest structures in Philadelphia, and 
one of the journals of that city is‘of opinion that it will inaugurate a 
new style of building there. For banking and insurance offices, for 
which it is especially designed, it is admirably adapted. 

The great desiderata in such buildings are light, ventilation, a safe 
system of heating, and security against fire and burglary. These are 
too often disregarded out of a false economy and desire to save the first 
cost. Such economy is not only false but criminal, in contrast with the 
lavish prodigality with which money is spent for mere ornament. What 
wisdom is there in saving money in the first cost, which has to be spent 
upon extra premiums of insurance against fire, rendered necessary by 
flimsiness of construction and combustibility of material? And in this 
connection we may remark that two points of paramount importance, 
which should engage the serious attention of both architects and capi- 
talists, are the substitution of iron for other building materials, and a 
perfectly safe construction of furnaces and heating apparatus. It is 
obviously and absurdly useless to put up buildings externally fire-proof, 
whose interior is lined and intersected, and veined, so to speak, with com- 
bustible material, and flues and pipes better adapted to convey fire than 
heat. Mr. Samuel Sloan, the architect, from whose plans and under whose 
supervision this noble building has been erected, is a thoroughly scien- 
tific and practical man. We are glad to learn that his merits are re- 
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ceiving due recognition. It is fortunate when such a man, who is able 
to furnish the best models in architecture, combining the latest results 
of invention and mechanical skill, meets with a capitalist with liberality, 
enterprise and foresight enough to give full scope to his designs. 

A man like our friend John Grigg, to whom Philadelphia is indebted 
for this and many other additions to her street architecture, is invalu- 
able in a great city; a man whose spirit is too active and original to 
keep to beaten paths when he sees the time and the opening for wider 
views and higher aims. A pathfinder in the American book-trade, for 
many years a leading publisher, whose enterprise gave a new impulse 
to and infused new ideas into that branch of business, since he has re- 
tired, he seems prompted by a spirit of restless activity to seek other 
fields in which to show how what has been well done before can be done 
better still. And we are not sure that good cannot be as effectually done in 
this way as in more direct forms of philanthropy. If by the erection of 
the Grigg building a new era is inaugurated in the business architecture 
of a city, in which, while ornament shall be duly consulted, health, 
safety and comfort shall be kept paramount, then, indeed, as great a 
public good is done as if one’s “ goods were given to feed the poor.” 

In saying this we but echo what has been said by our contempora- 
ries, one of whom, after describing the building, remarks of its owner : 
“ Mr. Grigg is in many respects a model citizen. He is, moreover, em- 
phatically a self-made man. He came to this city many years ago, 
friendless and unknown, comparatively speaking, but in the course of a 
short time he won for himself reputation and character, and soon be- 
come a leading, active and influential man in the business community. 
As a publisher and bookseller he was, to a certain extent, the pioneer, 
and to him, as much as to any other individual now living, do those 
particular branches, in this city, owe their present flourishing condition. 
His labors have been crowned with complete success, and he might re- 
tire from active life with confidence and ease. But he prefers the path 
of usefulness to that of indolence, and the noble building to which we 
have referred is one of the latest monuments of his energy and en- 
terprise.” ; 


Marwve Insurance.—The origin of Marine Insurance was | commented 


upon during the proceedings of the London Institute of Actuaries, Feb. 23, Mr. 
H Williams vat a paper on the “Origin of Insurance,” by G. P. Smith, Esq. 
The writer stated his opinion that the earliest direct mention of Marine Insur- 
ance is in an ordinance of the city of Barcelona, of the year 1343, in which it 
was ordered that no vessel should be insured for more than three-quarters of its 
value; that no merchandise belonging to foreigners should be insured at Barce- 
lona, unless freighted on board of a ship belonging to the King of Arragon, and 
that merchandise belonging to Arragonese subjects, on board vessels belonging 
to other countries, should only be insured for half its value. It appears most 
probable that the inventors of Marine Insurance were the Italians, who, as is 
well known, were the leading commercial nation in the 14th and 15th centuries. 
It was in Venice that the first bank was established, and that a funded debt, 
transferable from hand to hand, was first introduced. Bills of exchange, if not 
invented in Italy, were used extensively by the Lombard merchants and money 
dealers; and book-keeping, by double-entry, is of Italian origin, as is also the 
phrase, “ Policy of Assurance.” 
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RECENT BANKING DECISIONS. 


BEFORE THE SUPREME COURT OF THE UNITED STATES. 


I. United States vs. City Bank of Columbus, Ohio.—The United States 
brought an action of assumpsit to recover of defendant $100,000, which 
was received by the bank to be transferred from New York to New 
Orleans. The bank’s receipt for the money was produced, and it was 
shown that no deposit of it had been made in New Orleans. The bank 
was charged in the count with a conversion to its own use. 

The case turned upon the authority of Thomas Moody, cashier of the 
bank, to undertake a transfer of the money without the knowledge of 
the directors. Mr. Moody wrote to Hon. Thomas Corwin, Secretary of 
the Treasury, introducing Wm. Minor, and stating that he was authorized 
by the bank to contract the transfer for $100,000 from New York to 
New Orleans. The contract was in these words: 


“This will certify that I have contracted with the United States to 
’ transfer one hundred thousand dollars from New York to New Orleans, 


free of charge, and have received a draft for $100,000. 
“Wa. Minor.” 


The defendant contends that Moody’s letter was entirely upon his own 
authority, not by order of the directors; yet the letter had been duly 
copied into the books of the bank. The judges below were divided, and 


the point was certified up to the Supreme Court : “ Whether the letter 
written without the knowledge of the Directory was a legal and valid 
act.” Mr. Justice Daniels delivered the opinion of the court: Validity 
did not depend on a knowledge of the letter by the Directory. The 
powers of the cashier are such as are generally incident and appropriate 
to his office, and necessary for properly prosecuting the business of the 
bank. The character of this power was not properly developed by the 
proceedings below. This power should have been fully shown under 
the charter and by-laws. Cause remanded for a trial accordingly. 


BEFORE THE UNITED STATES CIRCUIT COURT. 


Il. Frauds on Banks.—For some days past a case has been in progress 
in this city, in the United States Circuit Court, Hon. Thomas Drum- 
mond presiding, which, from the nature of the interests as well as the 
amount of money involved, has attracted much attention. We present 
our readers with a brief outline of its history, as follows : 

The Sandy River Bank of Farmington, Maine, was established in 
1853, on an old, unoccupied charter, with a capital of $50,000, Of this 
capital a large controlling interest, amounting to $38,000, was taken by 
the owners and managers of the Merchants and Mechanics’ Bank of 
Chicago, the remaining $12,000 being held by parties in Maine. At 
that time the well-known Stephen Bronson was cashier and general 
financial agent of the Merchants and Mechanics’ Bank. Through his 
engineering, Thomas J. Jones, formerly in a banking-house in that city, 
was sent to Farmington to become the cashier of the Sandy River Bank, 
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at the option, however, of its managers. He was accepted, his bonds 
being duly prepared here. He assumed his position with the secret un- 
derstanding that his salary of $850, which was all the Sandy River Bank 
managers allowed him, was to be increased to $2,000 per annum, the 
difference to be charged to the Merchants and Mechanics’ Bank as 
“ money of Jones.” 

With this secret understanding with his employers on this side of the 
Lakes, Jones so managed the affairs of his down-east employers that the 
Merchants and Mechanics’ Bank of Chicago had at all times during the 
Bronson administration, from $10,000 to $40,000 of the funds of the 
Sandy River Bank, over and above what appeared upon the books of 
the latter. Some developments in the spring of 1855 hastened others, 
and a settlement seemed desirable on the part of the managers of the 
Merchants and Mechanics’ Bank. 

In July, 1855, the sum of $22,000 stood charged against the latter 
on the books of the former, and the then president, Mr. Woodworth, with 
cashier Bronson, had an interview in New York city with cashier Jones, 
at which a settlement was arrived at, by Jones giving a receipt in full, 
and taking $12,000 of Bronson’s private paper and $10,000 in cash, 
thus squaring accounts between the Chicago and Farmington institu- 
tions. It is through developments growing out of this $10,000 cash 
payment that the attention of the Sandy River Bank officers was called 
to the matter, and this suit instituted, inasmuch as the cash payment 
consisted largely of short-time drafts of Bronson, private, endorsed by 
cashier Jones officially. These drafts were protested, and suits for $2,600 
and $3,200 were brought against the bank at Farmington as endorsers. 

The case was given to the jury. After being out about four hours, 
they brought in a verdict of $22,600 for plaintiffs. 


BEFORE THE SUPERIOR COURT, NEW YORK. 


III. Foreign Corporations.—John Myers vs. John A. Machado.—The 
action was against the defendant as the drawer of a protested bill of 
exchange, discounted by and belonging to the Royal Bank of Liverpool. 

The complaint averred that the plaintiff was one of the public regis- 
tered officers of the Royal Bank of Liverpool, which were a banking 
company duly constituted by and existing under the laws of the king- 
dom of Great Britain, and as such officer, was duly authorized and em- 
powered to commence any and all proceedings at law and in equity on 
behalf of the said bank, and that the suit was brought for the benefit 
and on behalf of the said bank. 

The complaint in other respects was in the usual form, and contained 
all proper averments to charge the defendant as drawer of the bill of 
exchange in question. 

The defendant demurred, and specified the following grounds of de- 
murrer: 1. That the complaint did not state facts sufficient to consti- 
tute a cause of action. 2. That the action was not prosecuted in the 
name of the real party in interest. 3. That the Royal Bank of Liver- 
pool is not made a party to the action. 4. That the complaint does not 
state whether the Royal Bank of Liverpool is a corporation. 5. That 
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the members of the banking company are not made parties to the action. 
6. That the plaintiff is not authorized by the laws of this State to bring 
the action. 

Held, that the facts averred in the complaint constituted a valid cause 
of action, and that the demurrer, on the first ground stated, must be 
overruled. 

Held, that the averment that the plaintiff was duly authorized to bring 
the action on behalf of the bank was not an averment of facts, but of a 
conclusion of law, and was therefore bad, and that the complaint was 
defective, in not setting forth the existence and terms of the act of par- 
liament, if any, under which the bank was organized, and an authority 

iven to the plaintiff, as one of its registered officers, to sue on its behalf. 

Held, that if it should appear that such an authority was given, the 
plaintiff could maintain the action in his own name on behalf of the 
bank, not only on grounds of international comity, but as trustee of an 
express trust, within a reasonable interpretation of the Code. 

Held, that the demurrer could not be sustained upon any other of the 
specified grounds. 

Judgment for defendant, dismissing the complaint, unless plaintiff, 
within forty days, serves an amended complaint, setting forth facts show- 
ing his authority to bring the action. No costs to either party. 


LAWS OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK RELATIVE TO 
NOTARIES PUBLIC. 


I. New York City—Not exceeding one hundred and twenty-five 
notaries public in the city of New York, 


II. Country Towns.—So many notaries public in each of the other 
cities of this State as shall from time to time be determined, in the 
manner hereinafter provided. So many notaries public in each of the 
counties of this State, except the city and county of New York, as the 
Governor and Senate shall think proper to appoint. Notaries public 
must reside in the respective cities or counties for which they shall be 
appointed, but may execute the duties of their office at any place within 
the State. 


Ill, By Whom Appointed.—Notaries public shall be nominated by 
the Governor and appointed by him, with the consent of the Senate, 
and shall hold their offices for two years. 


IV. Oath of Office—Every person who shall be elected or appointed 
to any civil office or public trust embraced in this chapter, before he 
shall enter on the duties of such office or trust, shall take the following 
oath or affirmation: “I do solemnly swear” or “affirm,” as the case 
may be, “that I will support the Constitution of the United States and 
the Constitution of the State of New York, and that I will faithfully dis- 
charge the duties of the office of . . . according to the best of my 
ability. 
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V. Powers of Public Notaries—Notaries public have authority to 
demand acceptance and payment of foreign bills of exchange, and to 
protest the same for non-acceptance and non-payment, and to exercise 
such other powers and duties, as by the law of nations and according 
to commercial usage, or by the laws of any other State, government or 
country, may be performed by notaries public. They may also demand 
acceptance of inland bills of exchange, and payment thereof, and of 
promissory notes, and may protest the same for non-acceptance or non- 
payment, as the case may require. But neither such protest, nor any 
note thereof, made by any notary in this State, shall be evidence in any 
court of this State, of any facts therein contained, except in the cases 
specified in the next section. 


VI. Their Protests—when Evidence.—In case of the death or insan- 
ity of any notary public, or of his absence or removal, so that his per- 
sonal attendance or his testimony cannot be procured in any mode 
provided by law, the original protest of such notary, under his official 
seal, upon such seal and his signature being duly proved, shall be pre- 
sumptive evidence of the fact of any demand of acceptance or of pay- 
ment therein stated. 


VII. Notarial Certificates—when Hvidence—In all actions at law, 
the certificate of a notary, under his hand and seal of office, of the pre- 
sentment by him of any promissory note or bill of exchange for accept- 
ance or payment, and of any protest of such bill or note for non-accept- 
ance or non-payment, and of the service of notice thereof on any or all 
of the parties to such bill of exchange or promissory note, and specifying 
the mode of giving such notice, and the reputed place of residence of 
the party to whom the same was given, and the post-office nearest 
thereto, shall be presumptive evidence of the facts contained in such 
certificate; but this section shall not apply to any case in which the 
defendant shall annex to his plea an affidavit denying the fact of having 
received notice of non-acceptance or of non-payment of such note or bill. 


VIII. Memorandums by them—Any note or memorandum made by 
a notary public, in his own handwriting, or signed by him, at the foot 
of any protest, or in a regular register of official acts kept by him, shall, 
in the cases specified in the last section, be presumptive evidence of the 
fact of any notice of non-acceptance or non-payment having been sent 
or delivered, at the time and in the manner stated in such note or 
memorandum. 


IX. Their Liabilities for Misconduct.—-For any misconduct in any of the 
cases where notaries public, appointed under the authority of this State, 
are authorized to act, either by the laws of this State or of any other State, 
government or country, or by the law of nations, or by commercial 
usage, they shall be liable to the parties injured thereby for all damages 
sustained ; and shall be subject to criminal prosecution and punishment, 
in the same cases and in the same manner in which other public offi- 
cers of this State would be liable for misconduct in any official duty or 
act, authorized or enjoined by the laws of this State. 


X. Fees of Public Notaries.—It shall not be lawful for any moneyed 
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corporation to be in any manner, directly or indirectly, interested in the 
fees of any notary public, or entitled to, or to receive any share of the 
same, in any manner whatsoever; and any officer or clerk of such cor- 
poration, being a notary public, shall not be entitled to charge or receive 
more than fifty cents for protesting and giving the requisite notices upon 
any note or bill of exchange, check or dratt, payable at the office of 
such corporation; nor shall any such corporation or any of its officers 
or clerks, charge or receive any sum for a notice upon any note, bill or 
draft which is not duly protested; nor shall a notary receive any fees 
for protesting or giving the notice on any note, bill of exchange, check 
or draft, in which any moneyed corporation shall be interested, of which 
such notary shall be a stockholder. 

So much of the act, entitled “An act to amend the act entitled ‘an 
act to create a fund for the benefit of the creditors of certain moneyed 
corporations, and for other purposes,’” passed May 11, 1835, as restricts 
the fees of certain notaries public therein mentioned, is hereby repealed. 


XI. Fees of Notaries Public—For drawing and copy of protest of 
the non-payment of a promissory note or bill of exchange, or of the non- 
acceptance of such bill, twenty-five cents. 

For drawing and copy of every other protest, seventeen cents for 
every folio; and for sealing the same, twenty-five cents. 

For drawing, copy and serving every notice of non-payment of a bill 
or note, or non-acceptance of a bill, twenty-five cents. 

For drawing and copy of any affidavit or other paper or proceeding 
for which provision is not herein made, the same fees as are allowed to 
attorneys in the Supreme Court, for drafts and copies. 

It shall not be lawful for any notary public, directly or indirectly, to 
demand or receive for the protest for non-payment of any note, or for 
the non-acceptance or non-payment of any bill of exchange, check or 
draft, and giving the requisite notices and certificates of such protest, 
including his notarial seal, if affixed thereto, any greater fee or reward 
than seventy-five cents; and it shall be the duty of such notary to affix 
his seal to such protest free of expense, except as above, whenever he 
shall be requested so to du; and he shall also give a certificate under his 
seal, free of expense, except as aforesaid, under the provisions of the 
eighth section of the act, entitled “An act relative to proceedings in 
suits commenced by declaration, and for other purposes,” passed April 
29, 1833. 


XII. Jn case of Pestilence—Whenever the board of health of the 
city of New York, or any other competent authority, shall, by public 
notice, designate any portion or district of the said city as being the 
seat of any infectious or contagious disease, and declare communication 
with such portion or district dangerous, or shall prohibit such commu- 
nication, it shall be the duty of the clerk of the said city and county, 
during the continuance of such disease in such district, to provide and 
keep in his office a book for the purpose of registering, in alphabetical 
order, the names, firms and places of business of any inhabitant of the 
city who shall desire such registry to be made. 

It shall be the duty of all persons and firms usually resident or doing 
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business with such infected district, to register in the book so provided 
by the said clerk, their names or firms, with the place or places out of 
such infected district, but within the county of New York, to which they 
may have removed the transaction of their business, or to which they 
may desire any notices to be sent or served, or any notes, drafts or bills, 
to be presented for acceptance or for payment. The sum of twenty-five 
cents may be claimed and received by the said clerk for every such 
registry ; but the book in which the same shall be entered shall be, at all 
times during office hours, open to public examination, free of all charges. 

During the continuance of any such disease in such infected district, 
all drafts, notes and bills which by law are required to be presented for 
acceptance or for payment, may be presented for such purpose at the 
place so designated in such registry ; and all notices of non-acceptance 
and non-payment of any note, draft or bill, or of protest for such non- 
acceptance or non-payment, may be served by leaving the same at the 
place so designated. 

In case any person or firm, usually resident or doing business within 
such infected district, shall neglect to make and cause to be entered in 
the book so provided the registry herein required, all notes, drafts or 
bills, which by law are required to be presented to such person or firm 
for acceptance or for payment, may be presented to the said clerk of the 
city and county of New York, during the continuance of such disease, 
at any time during office hours ; and demand of acceptance or payment 
thereof may be made of the said clerk, to the same purpose and with 
the same effect as if the same had been presented and acceptance or 
payment demanded of such person or firm, at their usual place of doing 
business. 


PROGRESS OF FOREIGN COMMERCE. 


Tur importance of placing before our Commercial and Banking sub- 
scribers a full exhibit of the foreign commerce of the country is such, 
that we have assumed considerable expense in procuring the tabular 
details contained in this work. The foreign trade of each State and of 
the United States with other nations, for each year, 1820—1856, is 
shown in the Nos. of this work for February, March, April and May, viz. : 


Page 
Colonial Commerce,..-625, 785 Alabama, British Guiana, 
Maine, 632 Florida, 696 British West Indies, 
New Hampshire, 634 RE nae 
Vermont,. on oe as British N. Am. Colonies,.. 
Massachusetis,.. . on ih sasens i Other British Colonies,... . 
Bhode Island,... -. 640 ° ae France, on the Atlantic,.,, 
Connecticut, T France, Mediterranean,. ,. 
New York, gi French West Indies, 
French Guiana, 
Denmark, 
Danish West Indies, 
804 Holland 
308 Dutch West Indies, 
Dutch East Indies, 


North Carolina,. Austratia, 812 Dutch Guiana, 
South Carolina, Hanse Towns, 


The tables relating to the foreign trade with other nations will appear 
in June next. 
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FOREIGN COMMERCE OF THE UNITED STATES WITH 
BRITISH GUIANA, 
From Octoser 1, 1833, To Juty 1, 1856. 


Years | Whereof there was { 
| ENDING sseeaibeenen | reports in Bullion & Specie. | TON'GE CL'D. 


Sze. | ees) ||— a as, Ta 
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$105,214 | .... $31,424 
64.243 |... 64, B.BO5 
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* 9 months to June 30, and the fiscal year from this time begins July 1. 


PRINCIPAL PORT. 


GEORGETOWN (formerly Stabroek), the capital of British Guiana, is situated on the 
east bank of the Demerara, at its mouth, which is there about three miles wide, in 
lat. 6° 49’ 30” N., long. 58° 11' 30” W. The town itself is one of the prettiest in 
the West Indies, and its streets are wide and straight, intersecting each other at 
right angles, The houses are of wood, with open verandahs in front, and neatly 
painted in cool and quiet colors; they are shaded and almost hidden by trees and 
shrubs, and look more like a collection of villas than a town. The street along the 
river side—where all the stores and shops are situated, and where business is chiefly 
transacted—forms, however, an exception; there every thing is plain, bare, and 
business-like. The ships lie alongside the wharves or at a short distance in the 
stream, which is also crowded with numerous smaller vessels engaged in the island 
trade, or in bringing produce from the more distant estates. The hall of the legisla- 
tive council, courts of justice, custom-house, treasury, and all the other public offices, 
are in one building of considerable extent and architectural beauty, with shady port- 
icoes and marble-paved galleries or verandahs supported on cast-iron columns. The 
chief of the other public edifices are the cathedral and churches, several liberally- 
maintained hospitals, barracks, market-place, and ice-house. Below the town is the 
“Fort,” as it is called, but which looks more like a green field, with a few guns 
pointing toward the sea, and a house or two for a single officer and a dozen artillery- 
men. Population in 1851, 25,508. 

The following table will show the comparative importance of the trade of the 
three Guianas with the United States during the year ending June 30, 1856: 


ENTERED INTO VU. 8. CLEARED FROM U. 8. 
Vessels, Tons. Vessels. Tons, 


British Guiana, st 1,246 23 3,328 
Dutch i : eet 702 3 665 
French “ . . ie: 192 - “ 
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BRITISH GUIANA. 


British Guiana, the most westerly of the three colonies, is bounded on 
the E. and N.E. by the Atlantic, E. by Dutch Guiana, from which it is sep- 
arated by the river Corentyn, S. by Brazil, and W. by Venezuela. It lies 
between 0° 40’ and 8° 40’ N. latitude, and 57° 61’ W. longitude, and has 
an estimated area of 76,000 square miles; but the possession of much 
of this has been disputed by Brazil and Venezuela, It is divided into 
three counties, Demerara, Essequibo, and Berbice, so named from the 
three principal rivers which drain them, Demerara, situated between 
the other two, occupies the center of the seaboard for nearly 90 miles. 
To the N.W., the county of Essequibo stretches along the coast toward 
the swamps and forests of the western frontier; and to the 8, E. lies the 
county of Berbice. 

The entire coast of British Guiana is low, and generally bordered with 
a sandy flat, extending far out to sea, so that vessels drawing more than 
12 feet of water can not approach within 2 or 3 miles of land. The 
rivers, too, deposit at their mouths large quantities of mud and sand, and 
are thus inaccessible to vessels of large size. Extending from low water- 
mark to a distance of 5 or 6 miles, is a tract of rich alluvial soil of 
recent formation. This is succeeded by a flat narrow reef of sand run- 
ning exactly parallel with the present line of coast. Here remains of 
stranded vessels, and anchors eaten through with rust, have been found, 
indicating, that within a comparatively recent period, it had been washed 
by the waves of the Atlantic. Running parallel to this reef, at irregular 
distances, varying from 10 to 20 miles, is a second and higher range, 
composed of coarse white sand; and which, at a period more remote, 
probably formed the sea limit. 

The principal river of British Guiana is the Essequibo, which rises in 
Sierra Acarai, and after a course of at least 600 miles, discharges itself 
into the ocean by an estuary 20 miles in width, in N, latitude 7°, W. 
longitude 58° 40’. In the estuary of the Essequibo are a group of 
beautiful islands, partially cultivated, the principal of which are Varken 
or Hog Island, about 21 miles in length, by 3 in breadth ; Wakenaam 
and Leguan, each about 12 miles by 3, and Tiger Island about half that 
size. The entrance is difficult and dangerous, even for vessels of small 
size, on account of the banks of mud and sand. Its course lies through 
forests of the most gigantic vegetation. 

The staple productions of the colony are sugar, coffee, and cotton. 
From an official table of the exports of British Guiana, from 1826 to 
1851, we find that in 1827, 15,904 bales of cotton were exported; but 
from that period this cultivation gradually - place to sugar, and in 
1844 ceases to appear in the table as an article of export. Since 1851, 
however, it seems to have received more attention, for among the ex- 
ports from British Guiana into the United Kingdom in 1854, we find 
1093 ewt. of cotton. Coffee, from upward of 9,500,000 Ibs. in 1830, 
gradually fell off to only 3,198 lbs. in 1851. As to sugar, making a 
due allowance for the difference of seasons, the quantity exported re- 
mained pretty steady from 1826 to 1837, the year preceding the termi- 
nation of the apprenticeships, averaging about 66,000 hogsheads, In 
1851 there were exported 43,034 hogsheads. 
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FOREIGN COMMERCE OF THE UNITED STATES WITH THE 
BRITISH WEST INDIES, 
From OctToser 1, 1820, tro Juty 1, 1856. 





z ; || Whereof there was’ ‘ , 
a. EXPORTS. | mports||,) Bullion & Speeie,|| TON'GE CLD. 


— a ——— om 
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1821 $264,632 $470 | $265,102 $927,346 ..-. |$301,139 |] 2,083! 
1822 449,601 2,540 | 452,141 || 335,587 $2,200 | 174,862 28,720 
1823 1,617,845 10,122 | 1,627,967 || 1,844,931 7319 | 520,730 68,350 
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1825 | 1,635,574 11,472 | 1,647,046 |} 2,437,122 480 | 633,210 |! 93.967) 
1826 | 278,871 | 81,931 | 2,110,802 || 2,204,412 7,848 | 618,559 99,732} 
1827 633,105 690,575 895,207 ---- | 313,386 26,796 
1828 20,149 28,855 123,291 2,655 | 34,851 7,974! 
1829 1,463 5,U5S 6,521 240,224 4,878 79,490 5,418 
1830 140 76 1,901 168,579 1,761 | 66,736 |} 2,395 
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1,754,305 9, 1 $14,065 || 1,858,239 4,215 | 380,491 64,659) 21,775 
1,532,100 1,596,539 || 1,163,509 8,306 | 432,384 51,329} 18,288 
1,755,487 1,838,327 || 1,151,347 7,740 | 408,972 59,544, 15,134 
1,748,855 +65 1,346,486 || 1,235,287 12,062 | 200,226 56,295) 16,276 
2,074,793 3,866 | 2,118,664 || 1,451,302 5,850 | 661,045 63,637; 16,088 
2,080,634 , 2,200,852 || 1,635,848 81,947 |1,256,795 56,769) 11,245 
2,472,833 2,563,475 941,699 80,731 | 273,295 76,749} 11,258 
2,907,584 2,965,584 || 1,048,165 5,350 | 552.001 73,224) 13,364 
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4,114,218 ‘828 | 4,136,046 || 687,906 1,412 | 345,294 || 123,501) 26,854 
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~ #9 months to June 90, and the fiscal year from this time begins July 1. 


PRINCIPAL ISLANDS. 


BrermupDas, or Somers’s ISLANDS, a cluster of small islands in the Atlantic Ocean, 
about four hundred in number, but for the greater part,so small and barren that they 

ssess neither inhabitants nor name. The north part of these islands is situated in 
long. 62° 28’ W., lat. 32° 34’ N. Their discovery resulted from the shipwreck of 
Juan Bermudas, a Spaniard (whose name they now bear), when on a voyage from 
Old Spain to Cuba with a cargo of hogs, about the year 1522. The value of imports 
in 1849 amounted to £132,733; in 1850, to £130,501; of these the larger proportion 
was from the United States. The exports for 1849 amounted to £15,315; for 1850, 
to £19,960. The population in October, 1843, was 9,934; on the Ist January, 
1851, 11,092—consisting of 4,669 whites; males, 1,965, females, 2,704. The colored 
population amounted to 6,423 ; males, 2,832, females, 3,591. The increase of white 
population since 1843, has been at the rate of one eighth per annum; the increase 
of the colored population at two eighths. The disproportion between males and fe- 
.taales among the whites, is attributed to the increasing emigration of the young men. 
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JAMAICA. 


Jamatca is the largest of the British islands. It lies 90 miles west of 
Santo Domingo, the same distance south of Cuba, and 135 miles north 
of Carthagena, in Nueva Grenada. Its length is about 150 miles, and its 
breadth 55 miles, with an area of some 6,250 square miles. Capital, 
Kingston. The total population of the island is about 388,000. 

West Indies —1. Jamaica; 2. Windward Islands, including Barbadoes, 
St. Vincent, Grenada, Tobago, St. Lucia, and Trinidad; 3. Leeward Isl- 
ands, including Antigua, St. Kitt’s Anguilla, Montserrat, Nevis, Dominica, 
and Virgin Islands; 4. Bahamas; 5. Bermudas; 6. British Guiana; 7. 
Honduras; 8. Falkland Islands. Aggregate population, 980,535 ; area, 
167,384 square miles. 

From papers recently laid before the British Parliament, it appears 
that since the emancipation of the slaves, more than 600 estates in the 
island have been abandoned. These once gave employment to 50,000 
laborers. The number of estates abandoned, or partially abandoned from 
January, 1852, to January, 1853, was as follows : 


Sugar Estates. Coffee Estates. Pens or Country Seats. Total acres 
° 128 96 30 


Abandoned 
Partially abandoned, . 71 66 22 
— —_ _ 391,187. 


Total, a a 162 52 


The language of the late Governor-general, Sir Charles Gray, on the 
condition of this island, is instructive : “The fertility of its soil, and fitness 
for both tillage and pasturage, the richness and variety of its vegetable 
products, the alternation of mountain and valley, the numerous hot springs 
and medical waters, the known existence of various and valuable minerals, 
the timber and ornamental woods of its forests, the abundance and variety 
of fish on its coasts and neighboring reefs, indicate peculiar facilities for 
the promotion of the future welfare and prosperity of its inhabitants, and 
warrant the hope that, low as it has now fallen, it will not be permitted 
to relapse into utter barbarism.” Every thing, however, indicates that 
such must be the fate of this beautiful and fertile island, unless its social 
elements be speedily changed. The process of its downfall is being ac- 
celerated year by year, 

Bahama, or Lucayas, a chain of islands stretching in a north-westerly 
direction from the north coast of St. Domingo, to that of East Florida, 
and lying between latitude 21° and 27° 30’ N., and longitude 70° 30’ 
and 79° 5’ W. The group is composed of about twenty inhabited isl- 
ands, and an immense number of islets and rocks. The principal islands 
in this group are New Providence, containing the capital, Nassau; Har- 
bor Island, Abaco, Eleuthera, Heneagua or Inagua, Mayaguana, St. Salva- 
dor, Andros Island, Great Bahama, Ragged Island, Rum Cay, Exuma, 
Long Island, Crooked Island, Long Cay, Watling’s Island, the Caicos, 
the Turks, and the Barry Islands, 

Most of these islands are situated on those remarkable flats called the 
Great and Little Bahama Banks, and some out of soundings in the ocean. 

The Great Bahama Bank is about 300 miles in length from north- 
west to south-east, and 100 in breadth; and the Little Bahama is about 
130 miles long. 














Canada. 


FOREIGN COMMERCE OF THE UNITED STATES 


WITH CANADA,* 
From Juty 1, 1848, ro Juty 1, 1856. 





ll IMPORTS | Whereof there was TON’GE OL'D. 





Years 

ENDING EXPORTS. jin Bullion & Specie. 

Szrr. |—_—_____—_. —_—_—_ - ——_—________ 
ToraL. Export. Import. || Amer. | For. 


30. Domestic. | Forxien.| Toran. 


1849 | $2,320,327|$1,914,401| $4,234,728 
1850 | © 4,641,451) 1,289,370] 5,930,821 


Total, |  6,961,773| 8,203,771] 10,165,549 


1851 5,835,834| 2,093,306) 7,929,140 
1852 4,004,963) 2,712,097] 6,717,064 











$1,481,082]| $181,500| $417,350|| 890,204) 563,910 
4,285,470 *...| 426)369|| 919,515| 456597 


5,766,552|| 181,500, $43,749/|1,809,719 1,020,487 
i 
4,956,471|| 284,801/ 1,363,727|| 927.018] 516,833 


4,589,969|| 166,850) 583,959) 765,945) 589,345 
5,278,116]) 517,009) 934,219) 1,062,086) 734,029 
























1858 4,005,512} 8,823,587| 7,829,099 
1854 | 10,510,373) 6,790,833] 17/300:706|| 6,721,539|| 444,477, —_75,000/|| 880,941] 648,239 | 
1855 9,950,764) 8,769,580] 18.720'344|| 12,189,314 oa ..|| 890,017} 903;502 | 
1856 | 15,194,788} 5,688,455] 20,898,241|| 17,488,197 3122|]1,113,73411,212,698 | 











* The commerce of Canada prior to 1849 will be found under the head of British American 
Colonies. 


PRINCIPAL PORTS. 


QUEBEC, the capital of Canada, on the north-west bank of the river St. Lawrence, 
about 340 miles from its mouth, in lat. 46° 48’ 49” N., long. 71° 10’ 45” W. The 
navigation at Quebec closes about the end of November, and opens in April. The 
harbor or basin lies between the town and the island of Orleans. It is safe and com- 
modious. The water is about 150 feet deep, with a tide of from 17 to 18 feet. 
There is steam communication to Amherstburg, a remote settlement in Upper Can- 
ada, a distance of 1,200 miles. 

Montreal, Canada, is built at the south-east end of an island in the St. Lawrence 
(here about two miles wide), and 180 miles above Quebec, lat. 45° 30/ N., and long. 
73° 35’ W. It is the largest city and second commercial port of British America. 
Railroads connect it with every large city of either Canada or the United States, and 
being situated at the head of ordinary navigation, and at the foot of the chain of ca- 
nals, which connect the lakes with the ocean, its commercial advantages are un- 
equaled. Its quays are unsurpassed by those of any city in America. Among its 
manufactures are machinery, iron-ware, spirits, floor-cloth, carriages, etc. Montreal 
is also the chief dépét of the Hudson’s Bay Company. In every respect itis a great 
commercial city, with a large banking business, and with regard to its general con- 
veniences and public institutions, is a highly distinguished place. Its schools, col- 
leges, libraries, and literary institutions are ample, and among its churches there are 
several of high architectural merit. The Roman Catholic cathedral will accommo- 
date 12,000 worshipers. Population 70,000. The tubular iron bridge now being 
built over the St. Lawrence will be two miles long, and when completed will be the 
greatest triumph of engineering in the world. 

Summary of the Regulations in force at the different Ports in Canada.— Merchandise 
shall not be unladen, except after due entry, at places designated for that pur- 
pose, under penalty of forfeiture. Merchandise shall not be brought or imported 
into the province, whether by sea, land, coastwise, or by inland navigation, whether 
dutiable or not, except into some port or place at which a custom-house is or may 
be established, under penalty of forfeiture of vessel and goods, if under the value of 
$1000; if above that sum, then the vessel and goods shall be retained as security 
for the payment of that amount. This applies, mutatis mutandis, to goods brought 
into the province, by land, in carriages or other vehicles. Other regulations have 
reference, principally, to frontier smuggling, and to the duties and powers of the 
Officers charged with its prevention. They convey no general commercial informa- 
tion, and are, therefore, omitted. Most of the articles on which a discrimination in 
favor of importations from Great Britain exists, are embraced in the third article 
(“schedule”) of the Reciprocity Treaty. The foregoing regulations, etc., apply, with 
some slight modifications, to all the other colonial possessions of Great Britain in 
North America. They will not, therefore, be again referred to. 













Foreign Commercial Statistics. 


CANADA. 


This extensive tract of country, and most important colony of England, 
may be described as a great belt of territory stretching from the center 
of North America to the shores of Labrador, and from the waters which 
flow into the Northern Ocean to the parallel of Pennsylvania, in the 
United States. Its extent, from east to west, is computed at about 1,400 
miles, and from north to south at from 200 to 400 miles. Its precise 
geographical limits are between the parallels of 41° 71’ and 50° N. lati- 
tude, and between the meridian of 57° 50’ and 117° W. longitude. Can- 
ada, lying diagonally along the frontier of the United States, from north- 
east to south-west, and possessing an inland navigation along its entire 
border, in a series of lakes and rivers unrivaled for extent and grandeur, 
has, especially of late years, been making such rapid progress, that it 
promises soon to become, in conjunction with its sister British provinces, 
a power of first-class importance, commercially and politically. The en- 
tire surface of the present territory of Canada, exclusive of its great 
waters, has been estimated at 196,000,000 acres, or between two and 
three times the size of Great Britain and Ireland. This country, formerly 
divided into two provinces known as Upper and Lower Canada, was, in 
1841, by an act of the Imperial Parliament, constituted one province, 
with one Legislature. Although now united, however, for legislative and 
other purposes, the country will most probably continue to be viewed 
and spoken of under its formerly recognized divisions of Upper and 
Lower Canada. 

Canada may be said to comprise one vast valley, through which the 
great river St. Lawrence takes its course, issuing from Lake Superior and 
flowing successively through lakes Huron, Erie, and Ontario, until it falls 
into the ocean, after a course of 2,000 miles. This immense valley is on 
each side encompassed by different mountain ranges, sometimes nearly 
approaching the water, and at other times receding into the interior, and 
thus forming extensive plains, for the most part alluvial, and suitable for 
nearly evesy description of produce. 


TOWNS. IMPORTS. 
854. 


1853. 1 1855. 
Quebec, . £1,141,595 £1,754,320 £732,556 
Montreal, . ‘ 3,381,540 3,816,082 3,064,061 
Toronto, . . . 1,165,056 1,362,706 1,401,454 
EXPORTS. 
Quebe, . . . £2,243,453 £2,511, 767 £1,558,702 
Montreal, . . 1,883,723 572,514 475,650 
CM Mig hn 221,490 273,040 404,105 
DUTIES COLLECTED. 
Quebec, QYicna £128,454 £179,139 £74,307 
Montreal, . . 449,102 478,603 310,219 
eet 4 Wes 156,033 172,576 152,586 


The Canadian pound is equal to four dollars United States currency ; 
the shillings being equal to twenty cents. Formerly, all the importa- 
tions into Canada were made via Quebec, but the opening of the Atlantic 
and St. Lawrence Railroad, between Portland and Montreal, has devel- 
oped a large and increasing import and export trade with Montreal direct. 
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FOREIGN COMMERCE OF THE UNITED STATES WITH THE 
BRITISH NORTH AMERICAN COLONIES,* 
From Ocroser 1, 1820, To Juty 1, 1856. 












Y | Whereof there was rea ’ j 
dieu EXPORTS. | IMPORTS in Bullion & Specie. || TON’GE CL’D. 





Serr. | 





80. | Domestic. \ForEran. Torat. || Toran. || Exrorr.| Imrort. |} Amer. | For. 























1826 | 2,564,165 24,334 | 2,588,549 || 650,315 || $462,250 | 221,994 76,191; 10,108 
1827 2,797,014 83,660 | 2,830,674 445,118 |/1,021,291 | 154,507 60,375) 11,145 
1828 1,618,288 | 56,386 | 1,674,674 447,669 || 126,772 | 179,944 68,801) 10,653 
1829 2,724,104 | 40,805 | 2,764,909 577,542 || 626,253 | 241,237 93,645) 10,569 
1830 8,650,081 | 136,842 786,373 650,303 |} 128,321 | 252,279 || 117,171) 14,267 


1821 | $2,021,449 | $2,312 |92,024,261 || $191,628 w+. | $89,417 || 118,097]... 

1822 | 1,881,273 | 16,286 |1,897,559 || 526,817 «+++ | 158,225 |) 90,977) __.... 

1823 | 1,818,113 | 3,347 | 1,521,460 || 463,374 «+++ | 219,749 || 52,776) 12,023 

1,773,107 | 2,617 | 1,775,724 || 705,931 +--+ | 298,340 || 58,951) 9,180 

1825 | 2,538,224 | 1,740 | 2,539,964 || 610,783 218,896 || 61,520) 10,189 
| 

















Total, |$23,895,768 | 318,379 |23,704,147 || 5,569,485 ||2,64,897 |2,085,088 || 793,507] $3,039 


1831 | 4,026,892 | 35,446 | 4,061,838 || 864,909 || 25,900 | 277,197 79,364) 94,776 
1832 | 3,569,302 | 45,083 | 3,614,335 || 1,229,526 || 16,961 | 542,745 || 65,056] 146,292 
1838 | 4,390,081 | 81,003 | 4,471,084 14,704 | 817,830 || 219,403) 245,779 
1834 | 3,477,709 | 57,567 | 3,535,276 || 1,543,733 || 400,500 | 652,253 || 195,989) 323,120 
1835 | 38,900,545 | 147,343 | 4,047,888 || 1.435,168 |! 633,783 | 197,400 || 863,582) 415,406 
1886 | 2,456,415 | 194,851 | 2,651,266 || 2,427,571 || 32,983 | 546,474 || 291,931| 429,191 
1887 | 2,922,474 | 296,512 | 3,218,986 || 2,359,263 || 160,000 | 448,602 440,002 
1888 | 2,484,987 | 238,504 | 2,723,491 || 1,555,570 || 430,203 | 450,712 || 261,236] 383,156 
1839 | 38,418,770 | 144,684 | 3,563,454 || 2,155,146 || 15,300 | 431,782 || 885,506] 373,772 
1840 | 5,899,215 | 204,085 | 6,093,250 || 2,007,767 11,500 | 780,171 || 357,073] 401,805 






ip 
: 
aw 


























| 
| 


Total, |$36,535,890 |1,445,023 |37,930,918 ||17,377,046 |/1,746,144 [5,145,216 ||2,601,37413,252,299 


1841 6,292,290 | 364,273 | 6,656,563 || 1,968,187 || 198,100 | 475,891 || 404,472) 447,936 
1842 5,950,143 | 240,166 | 6,190,309 || 1,762,001 || 59,076 | 768,069 || 328,315) 417,409 
| 1848+ | 2,617,005 | 107,417 | 2,724,422 857,696 86,234 | 403,545 233,092 
1844 5,361,186 |1,854,717 | 6,715,903 || 1,465,715 || 711,244 | 445,995 || 696,865) 516,231 
























1845 4,844,966 |1,209,260 | 6,054,226 | 2,020,065 || 489,095 | 914,461 || 677,935) 512,004 
1846 6,042,666 |1,368,767 | 7,406,433 || 1,937,717 || 251,900 | 623,043 || 863.563) 573,673 
1847 5,819,667 |2,165,876 | 7,985,543 || 2,343,927 || 430,275 | 863,451 || 657,595) 528,515 
1848 6,399,959 |1,982,696 | 8,382,655 || 3,646,467 || 555,900 | 960,148 || $59,791] 831,271 
1849 8,611,783 | 257,760 | 3,869,543 | 1,845,793 | cone 47,530 || 122,641) 409,377 
1850 8,116,840 | 501,374 | 3,618,214 } 1,358,992 83,044 88,593 75,293) 521,112 






























Total, |$50,056,505 |9,547,306 |59,603,311 5,540,726 ||4,884,077|4,990,620 


| 1851 3,224,553 | 861,230 | 4,085,783 | 1,736,651 80 | 44,677 || 103,235) 592,507 
| 1,141,822 | 3,791,956 | 1,520,330 | 112,553 56,895 || 122,809) 544,518 
| 1858 8,398,575 |1,912,968 | 5,311,543 || 2,272,602 | 200,521 38,940 || 266,431) 583,465 
| 1854 4,693,771 |2,572,383 | 7,266,154 | 2,206,021 48,975 68,148 | 295,781) 587,309 







1852 2,650,134 











| 1855 | 5,855,878 [3,229,798 | 905,676 | 2,954,420 | 64212 | 18,413 || 276,633 493,522 
| 1856 7,519,909 | €26,199 | $,145,108 | 8,892,224 | 4000 | 83,807 || 826,687| 471,871 











* Including Canada to June 30,1843. + 9 months to June 30. 










PRINCIPAL PORTS. 


Hatirax, in Nova Scotia, on the south-east coast of the province, lat 44° 36’ N., 
long. 63° 28’ W. It is situated on a peninsula, on the west side of Chebucto bay, 
and has one of the finest harbors in America. Ships usually anchor abreast of the 
town, where the harbor is more than a mile in width. After gradually narrowing to 
a quarter of a mile, it suddenly expands into a noble land-locked harbor called Bed- 
ford basin, with deep water throughout. The harbor is accessible at all times, and 
is rarely impeded by ice. 

Saint JON, city and seaport of the province of New Brunswick, situated on a 
rocky peninsula, on the left bank of the river St. John, at its entrance into the bay 
of Fundy. Lat. of lighthouse on Partridge island, at the entrance of the harbor, 
45° 14’ 6” N., long. 66° 3’ 30’ W. The harbor of St. John is commodious, safe, 
and never obstructed by ice. On Partridge island is a battery and lighthouse; and 
on a shoal, dry at low water, is a lighted beacon. The river St. John, at its entrance 
into the harbor, passes through a fissure in the solid rock. 














Foreign Commercial Siatistics. 


BRITISH COLONIES. 


North America.—1. Nova Scotia and Cape Breton; 2. New Bruns- 
wick; 38. Prince Edward’s Island; 4. Vancouver; 5. Newfoundland. 
Aggregate population, 2,503,666; area, 455,493 square miles. 

Province or Nova Scotia, 43° 20’ and 47° 5’ N. latitude, and 
59° 38’ and 66° 20’ W. longitude; area, 18,746 square miles; length, 
about 240 miles, and breadth, 50 to 104 miles. 

The Province of Nova Scotia comprises the peninsula of Nova Scotia, 
the island of Cape Breton, and Sable Island. Capital, Halifax. 

The number of vessels owned and registered in Nova Scotia on the 
31st December, 1850, was 2,791, and the aggregate measurement 
thereof 168,392 tons. The principal exports, the produce, growth, and 
manufacture of Nova Scotia consist of coals, fish, gypsum, hides, skins, 
wood and bark, free-sfone, ete. The chief imports consist of pork and 
beef, books and stationery, bread and biscuit, corn, corn-meal, cordage, 
cotton manufactures, flour, hardware, tobacco, wheat and other grains, 
and cargoes of assorted merchandise. The quantity of fish and fish-oil 
exported from Halifax alone in 1851 were as follows: dried fish, 191,802 

uintals; mackerel, 96,650 barrels ; herrings, 43,559 barrels ; alewives, 
4,227 barrels; salmon, 340 tierces and 6,412 barrels; preserved fish, 
238 boxes; smoked herrings, 3,234 boxes; pickled cod, 78 barrels ; 
and fish oil, 3,493 barrels, and 36,028 gallons, The entrances and 
values of imports into the same port in 1850 were—1,194 vessels of 
176,406 tons, and imports, $4,080,400; viz. from Great Britain and 
colonies, $2,703,410, and from foreign countries, $1,376,990. The 
clearances and values of exports from Halifax in the same year were— 
1,062 vessels of 161,079 tons, and exports, $1,663,615 ; viz., to Great 
Britain and colonies, $1,006,655, and to foreign countries, $656,960. 

Care Breton, an island of British America, to the north of Nova 
Scotia, from which it is separated by the Strait of Canso. It lies be- 
tween 45° 27’ and 47° 5’ N. latitude, and between 59° 40’ and 61° 40’ 
W. longitude. It has an area of about 2,500,000 acres, of which about 
one-third consists of swamps and barren wastes. It is deeply indented 
in all directions by arms of the sea, the largest of which, the great Bras 
d’Or, nearly divides the island in two, and being deep enough for the 
largest vessels, affords the greatest facilities for commerce. The coal 
mines are wrought in the neighborhood of Sydney, and in 1851 yielded 
53,000 chaldrons, In the same year, the consumption of limestone 
was 4,421 casks. Gypsum is exported, although in very small quan- 
tity, to the United States. The fisheries, which employ nearly 1,300 
men, consist chiefly of salmon, cod, mackerel, herrings, shad, and white 
fish, of which large quantities are cured and exported. 

Province or New Brunswick, 45° 5’ and 48° 4’ 30’ N. latitude, 
and 63° 47’ 30” and 67° 47’ W. longitude; area, 27,704 square 
miles. Length, N. and §S., about 200 miles, and breadth, E. and W., 
about 180 miles. This province is situated between Canada and Nova 
Scotia, and abuts on the north-eastern boundary of the United States. 
Capital, Fredericton. 

The following Table includes “Canada” to July 1, 1848. For com- 
merce of Canada from 1848 to 1856, see Canada. 
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FOREIGN COMMERCE OF THE UNITED STATES WITH 
OTHER BRITISH COLONIES, 
From Octoser 1, 1820, To OcToBER 1, 1830. 


“Yuans || Whereof there was' | ors 
| ENDING EXPORTS. IMPORTS in Bullion & Specie. TON'’GE CL’D. 


Sept. - . = 
80. Domestic. |Foreten.| Tora, Torat. || Export. Iuport. | Amer. | For. 








1821 $12,113 | $2,357 | $14,470 $924 ties eee |] 874 
1822 4:850 tee 4.850 || 106,593 PBR \ 1,305 
1823 26,232 468 26,695 84.977 Saad "859 || 543 
1824 20,463 | 2811 22°774 36,101 ae 29 || 444 
1825 93.612 | 2,025 | 25,637 41.255 a | $68 
1826 $4,378 500 | 84,878 23,807 mess || 526 
1827 tie nhs, sass 11,910 ae ig | ie 
1828 Nee ; ie ad baes 175 
1880 wha Seas es 1,268 a | 179 
Di eer seamen 


Total, | $121,648 129,304 306,830 cece | 5,158 














PRINCIPAL ISLANDS. 


Port Louis, or Nortuwest Port, the capital of the Mauritius, at the bottom of 
a triangular bay, the entrance to which is rather difficult, in lat. 20° 9’ 56” S., long. 
57° 28’ 41” E. Every vessel approaching the harbor must hoist her flag and fire 
two guns; if in the night a light must be shown, when a pilot comes on board, and 
steers the ship to the entrance of the port. It is a very convenient port for careen- 
ing and repairing; but provisions of all sorts are dear. In the hurricane months, 
the anchorage in Port Louis is not good; and it can then only accommodate a very 
few vessels. The houses are low, and principally built of wood. The town and 
harbor are pretty strongly fortified. Almost all the foreign trade of the island is 
carried on here. 

Saint HELENA, an island in the South Atlantic ocean, belonging to Great Britain, 
about 800 miles south-east of Ascension, and nearly 1,200 miles from the coast of 
Lower Guinea. Lat. of observatory 15° 55'S, long. 5° 41’ E. Area, 30,300 acres. 
Population in 1850, 7,000, of whom nearly a half were whites. It is of volcanic 
origin, and consists of rugged mountains, interspersed with numerous ravines, in 
one of which, on its N. W. shore, is James Town, the residence of the principal 
authorities. Its center is a table land, with an elevation of 1,500 feet, but from 
which several mountains rise to a greater elevation, Diana’s Peak being 2,700 
feet. Climate mild. Mean temperature of year, 61°.3; winter, 58°.4; summer, 
63°.8. The island is watered by numerous brooks, and about 1-5th part of its sur- 
face is fertile, yielding the pfoducts both of European and tropical countries. Goats 
are plentiful in the uplands; but supplies of provisions are mostly procured from 
abroad, the island lying in the homeward track of ships returning from India. St. 
Helena is chiefly noted as the place of exile of Napoleon Bonaparte, whose residence, 
Longwood, was on the elevated plateau of the interior. 

FALKLAND IsLANDS.—These consist of 202 islands, situated in the southern At- 
lantic, two of which only are large, comprising together about 13,000 square miles, 
and containing a population of 6,000 souls. They are in the possession of Great 
Britain, but are equally claimed by the Argentine republic. Except as commercial 
and military stations, they possess no importance. There is no tonnage duty levied 
on vessels entering the ports of these islands; nor, indeed, any charges, except for 
storage, which is effected in bulk, and for which there is a charge of trom $5 to $10 

r day. 

Pethe only imposts to which the commerce of the United States with the colonies 
of Great Britain is now subject, are the colonial duties imposed by the local legisla- 
tures of the respective colonies; and these apply, with some few exceptions, which 
are noticed in their proper place, equally to British importations and British bottoms. 
These duties are generally very moderate, designed solely to meet the necessary ex- 
penses of the colonies, and are at least one third less than the duties levied in the 
United States, on similar descriptions of merchandise, by the tariff act of 1846. 





Foreign Commercial Statistics. 


SIERRA LEONE, 


A colonial settlement of West Africa, belonging to Great Britain, and 
consisting of a peninsula, 18 miles in length, by 12 miles in breadth, on 
the coast of Senegambia. Latitude of Cape Sierra Leone 8° 30’ N., 
longitude 13° 18’ W. It consists of a tract of territory along the Sierra 
Leone river, having an area of about 300 square miles. Population 
1850, 45,472. 

Principal exports, teak timber, cam-wood, palm oil, ginger, and small 
quantities of hides, ivory, rice, pepper, and copal, Imports nearly all 
from Great Britain. 

The trade between the United States and the whole of Africa is most 
insignificant in comparison with that between England and simply the 
western coast ; and it is a fact especially deserving of attention, with ref- 
erence to Liberia, that for some time past, while the importations from 
England are increasing, from the United States they are diminishing, par- 
ticularly cotton goods. It is estimated that there are not less than one 
hundred ships regularly trading between the British ports and the coast 
of Africa, while a regular line of steamers plies between England and 
Liberia and other settlements on the coast, In addition, it is now pro- 
posed to send a steamer up the Niger river each season for the encour- 
agement of emigrants, and the protection of traders; to secure a free 
port at Fernando Po, by a commercial treaty with Spain, or in some 
other convenient locality, as an entrept for British merchant ships; to 


maintain the African squadron in its former state of efficiency, and to 
make Sierra Leone a free port. The following tables show the relative 
importance of British and American trade with Africa : 


THE TRADE OF THE UNITED STATES WITH AFRICA DURING THE SEVEN YEARS ENDING 
JUNE 30, 1855. 
Exports. Imports, Total. 
1849, ° ° . $708,411 $495,742 $1,204,153 
1850, ° ° ° 759,266 524,722 1,283,988 
1851, ‘ ° - 1,340,644 1,163,176 2,503,820 
1852, . ° - 1,246,141 1,057,657 2,303,798 
1853, ° ‘ - 1,610,833 1,202,986 2, 813, 819 
1854, ° ‘ - 1,804,972 1,386,560 3, 191,532 
1855, 1,375,905 1, 337,527 2, 113, 432 


The etening returns to Parliament (as published by the London ship- 
ping and Mercantile Gazette), show the increase of exports by Great 
Britain to the West Coast of Africa, and of imports from the same coast: 

orts. Imports. Total. 
1850, . . ioe £605,958 £1,245,387 
1851,  « »« C4608 794,810 1,449,353 
1852, es oe 707,024 1,240,749 
1853, a * a 149,373 1,650,775 
1854, > - ie ae 905,634 1,864,443 

This is independent of the British colonies of Sierra Leone, the trade 
of which amounted in 1854 to $1,421,865, and of the British possessions 
on the Gold Coast, and the river Gambia, amounting to $1,547,285 
more; and of those at the Cape of Good Hope and in South Africa, 
swelling the amount $8,383,090 more; making in all an aggregate of 
over $23,000,000 in 1854, for the western coast of Africa entire, 





874 France on the Atlantic. 97 


FOREIGN COMMERCE OF THE UNITED STATES WITH 


FRANCE ON THE ATLANTIC, 
From OcToBer 1, 1820, To JuLy 1, 1856. 


Years " Whereof there was . pm | 
ENDING EXPORTS. IMPORTS) in Bullion & Specie. | TON’GE CLD. | 
eer. | — | | ——_—__—_ _—__—— |————__—________ 
80. Domestic. |Foreten. | Tora. ToraL. | Export. Iurorr. | || Amer. | For, 
ae fee —|— E a Sees 
1821 $5, 5,098, 813} $349,010) $5,447,953)! $4,493,917 | $12,000 $617, 264! 798 36,392 
1822 4,561 1299} 1,210,533) 5,771,832|| 5,688,885!| 519,892 80,356 keds 
1828 4,677,914, 2,527,656) 7,205,570|| 5,165,273, 175,872] 26,983| 44,401) 3,543 
1824 7: 585, "815 1,095,612) 8,681,427|| 6,741,113 osee 77,238 58.615) 4,610 
1825 7,338, 693] 2, 625,958) 9,964,661)) 10,151,671|) 916,530 7,581|| 47,897, 9,787 
1826 9,075,254) 1,316,178, 10,391 = 7,687,368)| 202,563 158) 681|} 76,478; 11,270 
1827 8,712,011) 2,555,869 11,2 7,683.858|| 1.568,093) 104, 168) | 85,651; 10,903 
1828 7,091,699] 3,095,826) 10,187,5: 8 486,427 | | 2,396,699 56,559 | 65,085) 8,708 
1829 8,008,923 2, 105,573) 10, 114, 496 | 8,248,921)| 1,620,820 27,570) | 73,862) 7,785 
1830 9,183,394) 661 $925} 9,845,819}; 6,831 oes, 135,111 47,812) | i 82,521' 6,014 








Total, | $71,334,345] 17,544,150, 88,878,495]| 71,178,398| 7,542,580] 1,214, 212 || 538, 446) 98,957 
1831 4,963,557] 8,228,452} 8,192,009]! 12,876,977|| 2,960,669} 47, 09 4s, 022 8,722 
1332 9,028,485] 1,536,771! 10,565,256]! 10.931,983/| 450,779 29|| 79's30| 12:769 
1833 9,769,685| 2,196,812, 11,966,497]; 12,851,626!) 66,006 719|| 77,197) 14,797 
1834 | 11,683,356] 1,440,381] 13,123,687|| 15,813.773|| 70.274 79,820| 14,682 
1835 | 16,013,185) 1,160,035] 17,173,223]/ 21,446,378)! 556,622 91.102} 9.717 
1836 | 17,656,692| 604,675] 18,261,367|| 34,648.281|| 111,092] 4,8 96.526| 12,869 
1837 | 16,154.567| 1,690;114| 17,844.631|| 201521 496)! 1,020,609 91.687| 20,032 
1838 | 13,089,649] '976,967| 14,066,616!| 16,823,112 “467,445 33|| 108,056) 16,108 
1839 | 14,919,848] 2,088,655) 17,008,503'| 80,918.450|| 2,017.798 88,519] 14,752 
1840 | 17,733,748] 2,698,025] 20,431, .763)) 16,693,289 || 2'193,603 Sac 10 152,823} 25,409 


Total, |$131, 012,767 17,620,840) 148, 633,607 | |193,025, 365 | 9,919 9, 919,897 $97) 11,449,283  893,012| 144,807 


1841 16,897,907} 3,216,364] 20,114,271]! 22,712,282'! 4,087,199] 267,649 sista 15,704 
1842 15,340,728! 1,076,684] 16,417,412'! 16,015,380]! 1/118;698| _ 232,447|| 190.865) 16,042 
1843* | 10,384,578| 441,578] 10,826,156) 7,050,537|/ 135,008] 2,641,057|| 110,171) 44,171 
1844 11,861,419} 2,287,084] 14,148,503! | 15,946,166|| 2,029,195) 683,192) 109,327} 15,989 
1845 11,350,432 2,972,258) 14,322,635|) 20,181,250]! 3,179,273] 134,855) 121,815) 10,036 
1846 12,702.972| 1,337,477| 14,040,449)! 22.608,589|) 1,180,836 108,703'| 119,729| 11.376 
1847 17,420,385} 4491046) 17,869,431!| 23,899,076 -...| 1,858,472'| 147,579 18,496 
1848 14,159,798] 4,278,159) 18,437,957|| 27,059,744) 4,726,676 277,222 | 116,062| 26.495 
1849 11,646,612] 2,518,308; 14.464.915|| 23°29 °9,878|| 2.993.194) 241,154 | 114,035! 27,161 
1850 16,934,791| 1,724,915! 18,659,706|| 25,835,170|| 2,162,992] 72,251 | 114,589] 17,616 


Total, |$138,699,622 20,601,863) 159,301,485 aoa neneee) 21,503,001) 6,017,007 |1,205,706| 208,086 


24,567,067) 2,814, = 27,381,755, 29,789, 124/| 7,471,241| 304,833 | 147,098) 10,533 
20,793,878; 1,721, "441| 92'515,319 | o4, 195,914! | I 5.474, 496} 758.430 | 187,965) 11,085 
24,263,292) 1,380, 647) 25,648,939] 30, $51,549 | 4,231,863) 231,908 | 184,947) 11,127 | 
29:749,466| 978,355) 30,727,821 $2/892;021 6.948.023 26,564 | 212,324) 14.995 | 
28,296,294) 1,090, 146) 29,386,440|' 29,009,398 | 3,762,400 2,814 | 239,913) 11,924 | 
nent bene | 89,220,377) 45,500,398 | 7,172,892} 183,183 | 295,886) 19,533 | 

| 























’ ? | 
it 
* 9 months to June 80, and the fiscal year from this time begins duly 1. 





PRINCIPAL PORTS. 


Brest, a seaport of France, lat. 48° 23' N., long. 4° 29° W. It has one of the 
best harbors in France, and a safe road, capable of containing 500 men-of-war, in 
from 50 to 100 feet of water. The entrance to the harbor is narrow and difficult, 
with covered rocks in the channels. 

BorDEAUX, a city of France, lat. 44° 50’ 20” N., long. 0° 34’ W., situated on the 
Garonne, about 75 miles from its mouth. The Garonne is a noble river, with depth 
of water sufficient to enable large ships to come up to the city. Communication is 
had with the Mediterranean by means of the canal Languedoc. ‘There ure two en- 
trances to the river, one giving 24 feet of water, and the other 13. The tides rise 
about ten feet, and pilots are necessary. 

CHERBURG or CHERBOURG, a seaport of France, on the Channel, lat. 49° 38’ 30” 
N., long. 1° 37’ 3’ W. It is situated at the bottom of a large bay, between cape 
Barfleur and cape La Hogue. A basin has been made, 1,000 feet long, 770 wide, 
occupying 18 acres, depth 50 feet, capable of containing 50 sail of the hne. 





Foreign Commercial Statistics. 


FRANCE. 

France enjoys, upon the whole, greater natural advantages than any 
other country in Europe. Her territory is above a half larger than that 
of Great Britain and Ireland, and both her soil and climate are better— 
the climate being less equable, indeed, but there being a greater amount 
of summer heat to bring the fruits of the earth to perfection. She has a 
greater proportion of arable land than any of her neighbors ; the natural 
means of communication tnroughout her provinces are abundant and 
easy ; she is well provided with all the useful metals except tin; and is 
better supplied with coal than any other country of Europe but Britain. 
Even during the distractions of her great revolution, though her foreign 
trade was annihilated, her agriculture and manufactures were extended 
and improved, her population was increased, and its condition ameliorated. 
The surface of France contains about 128,000,000 of acres. It is esti- 
mated that of this quantity, the waste land, including roads and rivers, 
amounts to an eighth part; the arable land to near a half; the woodland 
and pasture-land and meadows, each to about a seventh ; the vineyards to 
a twenty-fifth part ; wild-land, quarries, buildings, orchards, gardens, olive 
and other plantations making up the remainder. In addition to the veg- 
etable productions that grow in England, the climate of France enables 
her to raise vines, olives, mulberries, and chestnuts. Wine and olive oil 
are two of her most valuable productions. The cotton trade has been 
for some time rapidly extending over the northern and eastern provinces ; 
and Lyons has been long famous as the center of the silk trade of Eu- 
rope, a branch of manufacture that has been brought to great perfection 
in that city. The manufactures of woolen cloth, flax, hemp, and iron, 
are also very extensive, and have been carefully fostered under the pro- 
tective system, which still ~— here, as elsewhere on the Continent, 
notwithstanding the example which has been set by Great Britain. To- 
ward the end of the seventeenth century, the territory of France, then 
equal, or very nearly equal to its present extent, appears to have con- 
tained about 20,000,000 of inhabitants, In 1791, it was foand to be 
above 26,000,000, and in 1851 nearly 36,000,000, The government 
always maintains a large standing army, amounting on the peace estab- 
lishment to about 350,000 men, but actually, in December, 1854, to 
581,000. Her armed fleet on service is about equal in number of ships 
to that of Britain, with 62,000 men. 

Brokers —No one is allowed to act as a mercantile broker in France 
who is not 25 years of age, and who has not served four years in a com- 
mercial house, or with a broker, or a notary public. They are nominated 
by the government, after their qualifications have been ascertained by the 
Chamber of Commerce. All brokers must deposit the sum of 8,000 
francs in the treasury as a guaranty for their conduct, for which they are 
allowed interest at the rate of 4 per cent. All foreigners are obliged to 
employ ship-brokers to transact their business at the custom-house ; and 
although masters and owners of French vessels might sometimes dispense 
with their services, they never do so, finding it to be, in all cases, most 
advantageous to use their intervention. All duties outward on vessels 
and cargoes are paid by the sbip-brokers, who invariably clear out all 
vessels, French as well as foreign. 





France on the Mediterranean. 


FOREIGN COMMERCE OF THE UNITED STATES 
WITH FRANCE ON THE MEDITERRANEAN, 
From Ocroser 1, 1820, To Juty 1, 1856, 


| Years | Whereof there was = —— 
| ENDING — | IMPORTS! ‘in Bullion & Specie, | TONGE CL'D. | 
| : : 


seer. |< | —_ | —___— 
80. | Domestic. |Foreren.| Toran. Toran. Export. | Lvrort. | 





1822 183,191 y 253,528 ‘ 
828 $23,861 |1,171,898 | 1,495,759 501,457 
1824 265,815 | 750,431 | 1,016,246 450,454 
1825 187,242 | 726,499 | 913,741 812,511 
1826 273,675 | 483,677 | 757,352 892,152 
475,547 | 781,076 | 1,256,623 | 
606,638 | 279,407 886,045 | 
886,122 | 748,777 | 1,634,899 
717,252 | 480,888 | 1,148,140 | 


$3,989,193 9,443,089 || 6,782,636 || 100,693 


671,867 972,793 || 1,188,766 || 15,459 
2,054,467 || 1.243.775 338 |] 16,486 
1,805,724 || 1,080,05 14,976 
2'335,287 Brea 4534 || 17,846 
2'578,021 ' 15,200 
2,677,733 | 7. wee. || 15,614 
1,845'897 ; 
1,716,900 
176,186 | 1,222,446 | Sa 
1,178,883 | 224,202 | 1,403,035 wees | 178,258 


| 


, |$12,486,080 |6,176,273 | 18,662,808 | 13,279,388 || | 297,245 |) 143,012 


1,512,460 | 140,024 | 1,652,484 || 1,221,530 19,144 || 15,927 
1,674,570 | 73,868 | 1,743,488 || ‘959678 || 7... 3.021 || 21,944 
1,186,294 | 83,701 | 1,269,995 || 609,149 13,433 || 18,167 
85,104 | 1,289,897 |) 1,603,318 11,641 || 17,868 
197,980 | 1,177,719 || 1,414,175 2.400 || 19.217 
191.448 | 1,090,126 || 1,302,743 2,638 || 14,950 
56,041 | 1,298,187 || 1,001,765 cece (| Sanee 
1,215,087 | 166,266 | 1,381,353 || 1,036,817 | 8,582 | 16,484 


| Jeo1 | $69,955 | $10,951 | $30,706 | $496,023 

















877,147 | 168,521 | 1,045,668 || 1,153,905 | 13,853 


1,015,486 | 158155 | 1,173,641 || 1:702;855 coe. | 9688 || 14,158 


$11,736,400 |1,321,108 |13,057.508 |/12,004,435 || 99,955 | 52,497 || 165,546 


735,018 | 135,393 | 870,411 || 1,926,429 || 3,921 | .... || 16,614 
1,396,192 | 79,134 | 1,475,326 || 1,694,352 ae tes 
852,514 | 70,331 | ‘922,845 || 2,604,398 i we. || 16,284 
1,218,786 | 201,374 | 1,420,160 || 2:889,372 eat seee || 17,728 
8,327,604 | 164,084 | 3,491,688 || 2,599,793 SoS wees || 26.880 
8,096,432 | 185,164 | 3,281,596 || 3,515,664 ||... weoe || 88,152 


| 























* 9 months to June 80, and the fiscal year from this time begins July cs, 


PRINCIPAL PORTS. 

MARSEILLES, a seaport of France, on the Mediterranean, in lat. 43° 17’ 49” N., 
long., 5° 22’ 20” E. The harbor is in the center of the city, forming a basin 3150 
feet in length, by 900 in breadth. The tide is hardly sensible, but the depth of 
water at the entrance of the harbor, varies from 16 to 18 feet, being lowest when the 
wind is N.W., and highest when 8.W. Within the basin the water varies from 12 
to 24 feet, being deeper on the south side. Though not accessible to the largest 
ships, the harbor is one of the best and safest ports in the world for moderate-sized 
merchantmen. Ships lie close to the quays, and can be loaded and unloaded with 
great facility. ' 

TouLon, Zelo Martius, a commercial and important military and naval port of 
France, in the department of Var, on a fine bay of the Mediterranean, 40 miles S.W. 
of Draguignan. Lat. of observatory 43° 7’ 5” N., long. 5° 56’ E. Population, 
39,243. Mean temperature of the year 62°.2; winter 48°.5, summer 75°.2 Fahr. 
Around the harbor are immense magazines, arsenals, ship-building docks, ete, 





Lapjseee 


COMMERCE OF FRANCE WITH HER COLONIES AND WITH FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
DURING THE YEAR 1854.—VALUES REPRESENTED IN MILLIONS OF FRANCS. 


IMPORTS. EXPORTS. 
COUNTRIES. oO SFO 7 
Official Value. Actiial Value, Official Value. Actual Value. 
United States, j F 192,8 166,3 182,1 216,5 
Great Britain, 3 - 133,5 149,8 286,5 364, 8 
Belgium, ‘ ‘ 132,8 167,8 124,1 143,6 
Sardinia, ° < 103,7 102,3 52,5 62,3 
French Colonies, . F a 83,6 99,5 73,4 69,2 
Germany, : ‘ 56,7 15,7 48,1 54,6 
British India, . 53,3 48,3 4,8 5,4 
Spain and Colonies, 66,8 86,1 81,5 76,4 
Russia, 45,6 58,4 1,0 1,7 
Turkey and Egypt, 54,5 60,3 32,0 34,1 
Switzerland, : 35,0 40,4 51,0 57,8 
Algiers, . 33,0 45,7 117,9 90,0 
Netherlands, ° 27,2 35,4 14,4 24,1 
Two Sicilies, ° 18,1 20,7 15,0 14,0 
Western Coast of Aria, = 15,5 8,4 1,4 1,2 
Brazil, ‘ . 15,2 17,7 31,6 31,5 
Norw ay, ‘ R 13,3 19,1 1,5 1,8 
Tuscany, . P ‘ 11,9 11,9 13,2 13,7 
Rio de la Plata, ° . 6,8 6,8 15,4 18,1 
Hayti, . P ° ; 6,6 8,6 5,4 4,3 
Barbary States, ° ° : 6,6 7,8 3,1 2,6 
Austria, ‘ x 4,7 6,2 4,9 3,7 
Hanse Towns, 46 6,1 7,9 16,6 | 
Mexico, F ‘ 4,6 2,8 17,9 18,2 
Sweden, ‘ ‘ 4,4 6,7 1,1 2,2 
Uruguay, - ‘ 3,8 4,0 4,2 9,2 
Venezuela, ‘ 3,8 4,6 4,9 5,0 
Peru, ’ 3,3 6,5 14,9 16,2 
Chili, ; 3,1 4,2 17,3 19,1 
Portugal, . 2,8 3,5 6,3 6,8 
Other Countries of Africa, 2,3 1,7 1,2 3,6 
China and Oceanica, . 1,9 1,5 2,6 3,7 
New Grenada, aa 1,0 2,5 2,7 
Greece, ‘ ‘ ‘ 1,3 1,6 2,9 2,7 
Denmark and Colonies, F 1,3 1,5 7,2 9,0 
Roman States, ° 1,1 1,8 5,3 5,1 
Guatemala, . ° ° . 0,3 0,4 0,7 0,9 
Miscellaneous, ‘ 0,2 0,2 ae ee 
Equador, Bolivia, 0,1 0,1 0,5 0,6 
Mecklenburg, 0,1 0,1 se 
Hanover, . ‘ 0,1 0,1 0, 2 0,7 
Total, Francs, 1,158,0 1,291,6 1,261,4 1,413,7 


FOREIGN COMMERCE OF FRANCE WITH HER COLONIES AND THE FISHING BANKS. 


ENTERED. 
FRENCH. FOREIGN. TOTAL, 
——en —_—_—_—_——_——_——_" 
Vessels. Tonnage. Vessels. Tonnage. Vessels. Tonnage. 
1853, . . 9,210 1,065,688 11,569 1,685,011 20,779 2,750,699 
1854, . . 9,307 1,131,702 10,982 1,606,837 20,289 2,738,539 
1855, . . 9,574 1,247,452 13,442 2,057,313 23,016 3,304,765 
CLEARED. 
1853, . . 6,625 796,350 8,856 1,058,315 15,481 1,854,665 
1854, . . 5,726 796,713 7,919 1,059,592 13,645 1,856,305 
1855, . . 5,756 934,598 8,054 1,100,057 13,810 2,034,655 





Foreign Commercial Statistics. 
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French West Indies. 
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FOREIGN COMMERCE OF THE UNITED STATES WITH 
THE FRENCH WEST INDIES, 


From October 1, 1820, tro Juty 1, 1856. 


Years 
ENDING 
Serr. |—— 


EXPORTS. 





80. 
$846,597 
918,699 
804,218 
TSS 
937,368 
94,115 
979,697 
1,009.437 
1,056,639 
792,241 


$9,019,526 


704,833 
605.793 
613.719 
561,179 
549,453 
471,927 
505,063 
450,008 
535,916 
483,595 


, | $5,511,486 


1821 
1822 
1828 

1824 
1825 
1826 
1827 
1828 
1829 
1830 


Total, 


1831 
1832 
1833 


° 


381,556 
495,397 
231,828 
531,568 
542,455 
618.112 
569.126 
| 469,358 
| 130,731 
| 269,377 


Domestic. 


Foreicn. 
$49,838 
42.303 
63,377 
41,217 
74,588 
52,059 
61,156 
15,334 
15,768 
13,528 


~ 429,163 


13,044 
19,182 
24,346 
19,084 
84.369 
30,173 
59,705 
88,889 
105,905 
30,656 


375,353 


40,966 
23,609 
13,108 
85,978 
21,648 
17,509 
84,088 


13.291 


Total, | $4,389,503 | 239,935 


1851 
1852 
1853 
1854 
1855 
1856 


239.579 
429.546 
82,513 
551,525 
896,837 
472,119 





20,702 
25,598 
85,738 
60,502 
12,864 

8,025 





| 
| 


IMPORTS! 


ToTaL. 


Export. | 


Whereof there was! 
‘in Bullion & Specie. 


Import. 





1,024.71 | 


1,072,407 


805,769 | 


9,448,694 | 


717,877 | 
624.975 |! 


638,065 
580,263 
583,822 
502,100 
564,768 
468,897 
691,821 
514,251 


5,886,839 


422,522 
519,006 
294,936 
617.546 
564,108 
635,621 
603,164 
489,924 
194,998 


287,668 
4,629,438 | 


$10,281 
455,444 
993,251 
612,027 
409,701 
475,144 





Colonies, 
Martinique, 
Guadaloupe, . 
Bourbon, . 
Senegal, 
Cayenne, 
India, 
Algiers, . “ 
St. Pierre and 


. 





$900,619 
969,509 
938,613 
884,084 
848,968 
973,270 
921,330 
896,651 
777,992 
518,687 





671,842 
578.857 
511.242 
416,072 
447,208 
417,335 
414,203 
810,050 
702,798 
835,251 


4,804,853 


198,216 
199.160 
135,921 
374,695 
415,032 
848,236 
151.366 


° 


8,629,723 


1,576 | 
8,000 | 
2,361 | 
4,110 | 

600 | 


24,852 
| 


8,342 | 
1,123 | 
4,529 | 
800 | 
16,822 
13,868 
9,995 
14,200 | 
53,966 | 
1,494 | 


| 120,689 





4.056 
6,445 | 
4,990 


<a 
1,000 
TAT 
100 








COLONIES. 
GENERAL TRADE OF FRANCE WITH ITS COLONIES, IN 1853, 


Miquelon, ete., : 
Isles Mayotte and Madagascar, 


Imports. 


£652,441 


1, 


423,655 
851,647 
287,206 
56,833 
669,723 
132,304 
617,631 
8,627 


| $36,363 


26,548 
95,127 
174,508 


160,388 | 


165,555 


223,468 | 


205,963 
286,237 


| 267,574 | 
1,641,731 


181,124 
152,116 


98,664 | 


70,956 


153,063 | 


92,627 
122,170 


79,604 | 
48,269 


161,423 


|1,160,016 
| 
99,808 | 


116,261 
92,666 


256,165 | 


191,394 
215,431 
114,513 
106,699 

89,750 


59,636 | l 
15,491 (1,292,393 


18,694 
42,702 
23,161 
37.518 
42,537 
51,736 


Amer. | For. 
43,366| .... 

45.229 

80,112 
36,882 
43,589 
43,947 | 
50.081 
54,648 
65,019 | 4317 
47,129 | 4.395 


459,947 | 23,876 


85,934 | 2,054 
5,67 4,448 

367 | 6,716 
| 909 | 6,814 

? | 2,683 
2,057 
2,276 
1,871 
1,228 
1,255 


5,087 
4,148 
4,536 
4,137 


| 





25,612 
30,102 
467 


1,180 
103 


| 261,419 


29,154 | 
99,790 | 
24,006 | 
BT7BT5 | 
33,150 
| 81,693 | 
22,715 | 
|} 21,148 | 
7,485 | 
11,227 





|| 240,748 


10,888 | 
16,955 | 
13,262 | 
13,576 | 
17,287 
17,415 





* 9 months to June 80, and the fiscal year from this time begins July 1. 


Exports, 
£765,577 
570,434 
684,946 
392,369 
184,044 
21,384 
3,395,966 
278,637 
36,584 


'| TON'GE CL'D. | 


| 


i 


The trade to Bourbon island, Guyana, Martinique, and Guadaloupe, out and home, 
employed in 1848, 492 ships; in 1849, 541; 1850, 486; 1851, 602; 1852, 677; 
1853, 583. The mean of the six years, 564 vessels. 





Foreign Commercial Statistics. 


FRENCH COLONIES IN THE WEST INDIES. 


The French West Indies are comprised in the governments of Gua- 
daloupe and Martinique. The government of Guadaloupe comprises the 
island so called, the islands of Marie-Galante, Desirade, and Les Saintes, 
and about two thirds of the island of St. Martin. 

Guadaloupe is composed of two divisions or islands, separated by Salt 
river, and contains 339,160 acres. The larger portion is of volcanic 
formation, and mountainous, its culminatory point being La Souffriére, 
an active volcano 5,108 feet high, with other extinct volcanoes of in- 
ferior elevation. The lesser or eastern portion, on the contrary, is com- 
posed of madripores and marine detritus, and nowhere rises higher 
than 115 feet above the sea. Population, 120,000. Marie-Galante lies 
south of the above, and contains 37,900 acres. The land is elevated, 
with verdant plateaux.- Population, 17,000. Les Saintes, 9 miles S.E. 
of Guadaloupe, consists of lofty and steep peaks, some of which are 
united by flat ground or ridges of inferior elevation, while others are 
separated by the sea. Area, 3,102 acres. Population, 1,200. Desirade, 
or Deseada, a small island two leagues east of Guadaloupe, rises with a 
steep ascent, and then spreads into a table-land of limestone rocks, in 
which caverns occur. It is without water. Area, 10,695 acres. Pop- 
ulation, 1,800. The French portion of St. Martin contains 13,266 acres. 
Population, about 4,200 (of whole island, a little more than 7,000). 
Total area of the territory of the government, 404,123 acres, or 631 
square miles. Population, 144,200, of which number about four fifths 
are colored or mixed races. In 1836 the population was 127,574, and 
in 1841, 131,162. The government of Martinique embraces the island 
so called, and is divided into two arrondissements, 14 cantons, and 26 
communes. It contains about 244,348 acres, or 382 square miles. One 
third only of the island is level. Population about 128,000, of which, 
perhaps, 10,000 are whites. Capital—Fort Royal, a fortified seaport 
town of the island of Martinique, on its west coast, at the north side of 
Fort Royal bay. Lat. 14° 35’ 9’’ N., long. 61° 4’ 2’ W. Population, 
about 12,000. It is well built, and is the seat of the chief judicial court 
for the colony. These islands are in a very prosperous condition, produc- 
ing large crops of sugar and other West India staples. 

Trade between United States and French Colonies—French vessels 
enjoy an equality as to import duties and charges in the direct trade, 
the origin of cargoes being attested by consular certificate, but they are 
subject to a tonnage duty of ninety-four cents per ton. 

French vessels, laden with the produce of Martinique and Guadaloupe, 
are admitted on equal terms with American vessels, as to duty and 
tonnage, when direct from these islands, in ballast, or with articles the 
growth or manufacture of either of said islands, so long as the French 
ordinance of February 5, 1826, shall continue in force. 

French vessels from Cayenne, in French Guiana, are admitted with the 
same privileges granted above, under the act of May 9, 1828, to vessels 
from Martinique and Guadaloupe. 

French vessels from St. Pierre and Miquelon, admitted on the same 
footing as vessels from Martinique and Guadaloupe. 
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FOREIGN COMMERCE OF THE UNITED STATES WITH 


hs FRENCH GUIANA, 
; From October 1, 1832, to Juty 1, 1856. 














~Years| | Whereof there was! , F 
| ENDING} EPOREE IMPORTS in Bullion & Specie. | TON'GE CL'D. 
Serr. | 






EE Ty Veet yr Ey, —_————_ ‘R= GP"Seoee 
30. | Dewestic. |Forrien.| Tota. || Toran Export. | ] Import. || Amer. | For. 








1833 | «$4603 | =... | eas ||... || 
1834 wei | ee oe 
sis | oc et 








































ae 
vse $100 






Total, | $12,307 


1841 45,958 340 | | wees , eoee 
1842 44,063 1,030 45,093 50,172 cece 13,797 || 1,512 259 
1843* 45,374 aes 45,374 || 44411 || .... 8,700 | of eres 



































1844 56,006 1,033 57,089 || 28,233 2,167 2,322 
1845 57,052 444 57,496 || 59,306 5,600 1,547 
1846 89,270 2,131 41,401 || 71,296 || 8,000 || 1,890 
| 1847 53,287 1,990 60,277 || 47,775 || .... 7,400 1,808 
1848 48,737 1,684 50,421 || 68,988 |! .... | 29,741 |! 1,717 
1849 46,161 ee 46,161 || 23,417 Saiee 8,720 1,461 39 
1850 43,405 1,882 44,787 || 12,551 | 1,334 98 























| Tota, “9484313 | 10,084 | 494,347 || 452,565 || .... | 102817 || 15,495 | 996 
| 




















1851 45,693 651 46,344 oese cose 11,000 cose 
1852 64,747 1,278 66,025 32,422 | esse 7,435 1,788 
1853 64,335 1,104 65,4389 {| 17,717 | cece 7,100 1,275 
1854 100,148 635 | 100,833 || 29,618 cece odes 2,284 
1855 78,652 1,966 80,618 8,546 | coos 2,500 2,715 
















| 
| 1856 148,093 aati 148,093 || 97,147 cose 16,191 2,101 





* 9 months to June 80, and the fiscal year from this time begins Ju uly 1 






COLONIES. 

Gutana, GUYANA, or GUAYANA, a wide region of South America, comprising all 
of that continent between the Amazon and Orinoco rivers, extending from lat. 3° 30’ 
8. to 8° 40’ N., and long. 50° to 68° W., and subdivided into Brazilian (formerly 
Portuguese), British, Dutch, French, and Venezuelan (formerly Spanish) Guiana; it 
was discovered near the end of the 15th century. The Dutch formed the first set- 
tlement in 1590, near Demerara river; the English in 1590, near Berbice and Suri- 
nam. In 1667 the English settlements were given up to the Dutch, but again 
re-occupied by the English; and in 1814 the settlements between the Corentyn and 
Marony rivers were restored to the Dutch. Brazilian Guiana comprises the north 
part of the Brazilian dominion, between lat. 3° 30’ S. and 4° 20’ N., and long. 
50° and 68° W., bounded N. by the Sierras Juraguaca, Pacaraima, and Acarai, 
which separate it from the other divisions of Guiana, W. and S. by the Rio Negro 
and Amazon rivers, and having E. the Atlantic. Area roughly estimated at 433,000 
square miles. It is traversed by the Rio Branco, and numerous other rivers, and is 
mostly covered by a dense vegetation. It is peopled chiefly by roving Indian tribes, 
and divided between the provinces Para and Rio Negro, which last territory, how- 
ever, can scarcely be considered as actually under Brazilian rule. The vegetation 
is perhaps the most luxuriant of any on the surface of the globe. Principal products 
are at present sugar, along the coast, and which has progressively superseded there 
the culture of cotton and coffee, though the latter is still extensively grown on the 
uplands; rice, maize, wheat, cacao, vanilla, tobacco, and cinnamon, are also raised. 
Surface near the ocean a rich alluvial flat, and extending in mud banks into the sea, 
This plain extends inland from 10 to 40 miles; it then ascends by successive ter- 
races to the Sierras Pacaraima and Acarai, on the south-western and southern 
frontiers; near the western boundary, Mount Roraima rises to an elevation of 7,500 
feet. Principal rivers, the Essequibo, Demerara, Berbice, and Corentyn. 

































Foreign Commercial Statistics. 


FRENCH GUIANA. 


French Guiana is the smallest and most eastern of the three colonies: 
known as English Guiana, Dutch Guiana, and French Guiana. _ It lies be- 
tween 2° and 6° N. latitude, and 51° 30’ and 54° 30’ W. longitude, being 
bounded on the N. and N. E. by the Atlantic, E. and 8. by Brazil, and W. 
by Dutch Guiana. It is about 250 miles in length, from N. to S., and 
varies in breadth from 100 to 150 miles. Area, 27,560 square miles. 
It has a coast line of 200 miles, extending from the Maroni to the 
Oyapoc. The low alluvial tract along the coast is of great fertility. 
The mountain chains run E. and W., and are almost wholly of granite, 
but do not attain a great elevation. The country is abundantly watered, 
and the coast-lands appear to be less unhealthy than in British Guiana. 
The vegetation of Guiana is very luxuriant, and the interior is thickly 
wooded with trees valuable for their timber, fruits, and dyewoods. 
Medicinal plants, including quassia, gentian, the castor-oil plant, and 
arnotto, used in coloring cheese, are all abundant. 

The Island of Cayenne, at the mouth of the Oyak, is about 30 miles in 
circumference, and is separated from the continent by a narrow channel. 
The roadstead at the mouth of the Oyak, though small, is the best on 
the coast, having everywhere from 12 to 13 feet of water. The capital, 
Cayenne, is situated on the northern side of this island, and contains 
5,220 inhabitants. The new town is well built, and has good streets ; 
the government house is in the old town. The harbor is protected by a 
fort and several batteries. The Colony is divided into two districts, 
Cayenne and Sinnamary, and fourteen communes. The government is 
vested in a governor, a privy council, and a colonial council, composed 
of sixteen members, elected by the colonists. The cultivated lands are 
estimated to be about one eightieth of the whole territory. Besides the 
staples of British and Dutch Guiana, its productions comprise pepper (in- 
cluding Cayenne, which is so called from the island of that saan cloves, 
cinnamon, and nutmegs. Trade is chiefly with France and its colonies. In 
1854, the official value of the imports into France from French Guiana, 
was £20,000; exports, £192,000. The French first‘settled in Cayenne 
in 1604; the British and Portuguese captured the colony in 1809, but 
restored it to the French in 1814, in whose possession it still remains. 
It has recently been made a place of banishment for French political 
offenders ; and, in 1852, 2,500 of these were sent out. Population 
about 22,000, of whom about 15,000 are emancipated slaves. 

CaYENNE, sea-port, town, and capital of French Guiana, on the N.W. 
extremity of the island of that name, in latitude 4° 56’ N., longitude 
52° 15’ W. It contains about 500 houses, mostly of wood, and is 
divided into the old and new towns, the latter clean and well built. It 
is the seat of a court of assize, and has a handsome church, Jesuit col- 
lege, government house, and several large warehouses. The harbor is 
shallow, has two quays, and is protected by a fort and several batteries. 
Population about 6,000, 

French vessels from Cayenne in French Guiana are admitted into the 
ports of the United States on equal terms, as to duty and tonnage, with 
vessels belonging to the United States when direct from Guiana, either 
in ballast or with articles the growth or manufacture of that country. 















































































Denmark. 


FOREIGN COMMERCE OF THE UNITED STATES 


WITH DENMARK, 
From OctToser 1, 1820, To Juty 1, 1856. 


||Whereof there was 










































































YEars | , + 
Pew EXPORTS. IMPORTS in Bullion & Specie,|| TON'GE CL'D. 
Sep. _ {—_ - — —-—--——-- 
30. | Domestic. |Foreiey.| Toran. |] Torat. || Export. | Import. || Amer. | For. 
| 1821 $165,568 |$360,535 | $526,108 || $16,156 old aaa 4,142 fest: 
1822 $2,023 | 160,757 192,780 21,232 pa sus 1,243 crea 
1823 89,783 | 53,134 92,917 || 24,028 hake pyar: 908 257 
1824 $5,487 | 299,822 | 885,309 pies ERB Peep 2,416 82 
1825 214,517 | 637,146 | 851,663 || 46,827 es ne 5,698 200 
| 1826 100,582 | 245,288 | 845,870 || 49,264 vene | $842 2,631 ore 
1827 148,958 | 253,983 | 402,941 40 $22 sake’ T° ecee 2,928 Sons 
| 1928 150,979 | 886,689 | 537,668 || 117,946 $500 sae 4,289 202 
1829 73,597 | 13,166 86,763 || 32,911 ae tee 1,048 | 1,070 
1830 76,292 | 29,048 | 105,340 5,384 sei 1,928 idee 
Total, | $1,037,786 |2,439,568 | 8,477,354 || 354,570 500 842 || 27,276 | 1,811 
1831 178,333 | 176,853 | 355,216 575 || 10,500 ‘thoes 8,060 aii 
1882 181,605 | 350,115 | 531,720 {| 68,342 18,600 Ae8 4,268 723 
1833 180,511 | 112,453 | 292,964 28,172 7,000 aan 2,907 791 
| 1834 99,643 | 818461 | 418,104 62,542 5,842 Seas 2,528 | 9.980 
} 1885 212,461 | 110,839 | 328,300 || 121,000 4,900 em 2,331 | 1,982 
| 1886 314,268 | 271,717 | 585,985 |) 48,971 tien ales 3,718 | 1,190 
| 1887 | 172,260 | 109,421 | 281,681 || 102,819 saws ae 1,092 | 4,797 
1838 98,081 | 24,750} 122,831 27,118 ‘tins Sik 880 | 1,072 
1839 50,634 | 38,177 88,811 80,997 odes ain 703 961 
| 1840 76,183 | 17,868 94,051 |, 7,501 Mes aude 824] 1,852 
} eS — —- —COC 
| Total, | $1,563,979 1,530,684 | 8,094,603 | 543,087 || 46,842 ie 21,811 | 14,448 
| 1841 110,424 | 24,864} 184,785 8,791 oid ages 889 | 1,955 
| 1842 70,766 | 27,819 98,585 paces enue sane 795 917 
1843* 74,657 6,510 81,167 Age re deka 465 | 1,714 
1844 100,859 | 11,975 | 112,834 6,063 ee aad 481} 9,567 
1845 124,666 20,501 145,167 22,429 esas shed 1,040 2,116 
1846 97,746 | 23,496 | 121,242 || 1,318 le aes 666 | 1,393 
1847 | 198,952 | 4,943 | 208,895 475 sine ely 216 | 2,974 
1848 | 164,661 | 17,252 | 181,913 || 19,617 dees oe 763 | 2675 
1849 | 55,138 asian 55,138 19,204 baat madi ae 
1850 | 165,874 | 20,706 | 186,580 527 ett woes 502 | 3,282 
Total, | $1,163,743 | 157,566 | 1,321,309 78,419 Bee silaa 5,817 | 20,524 
| | 
1851 | 922957 | 19,540] 111,797 || 88,887 ren a fee 
| 1852 98,009 | 22,643 115,652 16,611 paee | ‘cose | 374 8,916 
| 1858 82,903 | nea 4 82,903 | siden eer hee es 332 2,174 
{| 1854 | 87,870 | HT | 111417 |, 8,097 Lr Rae 714} 1/804 
1855 | 70,996 8,675 79,671 |; 1,701 aves | noes, 1) See See 
| 1856 | 195,960] 31,755 | 227,715 || 1,130 oreo | cone | 2,197 716 | 








* 9 months to June 30, and the fiscal year from this time begins July 1. 


PRINCIPAL PORTS. 


CoPENTAGEN, capital of Denmark, situated on the east coast of the island of Zea- 
land, in the channel of the Baltic called the Sound, in lat. 55° 41’ N., long. 12° 35’ 
46” E. The water in the channel is from 25 to 35 feet deep; but it is narrow, and 
the navigation difficult. Vessels not intending to come into harbor bring up in the 
Toads, at from one quarter to one half a mile from shore, in about 25 feet water. 
In the harbor, within the boom, the water is from 17 to 18 feet deep, and vessels 
unload alongside of the quay. The anchorage in the roads is good and safe. 

ELSINORE, or ELSINEUR (Danish Helsingér), a seaport town of Denmark Proper, 
on the east coast of the island of Seeland. It stands at the narrowest part of the 
Sound, opposite the Swedish town of Helsingborg, from which it is three miles dis- 
tant. All merchant vessels are obliged, under certain reservations depending on 
the weather, to salute the castle by lowering their top-sails in passing. In the 
vicinity is Marienlyst (Mary’s delight), till lately a royal chateau, now the property 
of the corporation, and let to a private family. 





















Foreign Commercial Statistics. 


DENMARK. 


MERCHANT VESSELS, JANUARY, 1856. 
TonnacE, 


Country. Vessels. Steamers. Vessels, Steamers. 
Kingdom of Denmark, 2,403 25 55,634 1,002 
Duchy of Schleswig, 1,476 11 . 27,144 212 

“" Holstein, 1,275 1 20,393 105 


Tot, . . 6,164 37 103,171 1,319 


NAVIGATION OF THE SOUND, 1855. 
Country. Vessels, Country. 

Prussia, . ; ‘ F . 2,864 (Hanseatic), Bremen, . . 29 
Norway, . . . F . 2,840 - Hamburg, . ‘ 42 
Sweden. -. . . . 2,468] : tin cs . a 
England, “ ‘ : 2, 424 |Italy, . . . i 53 
Denmark, ; ; ; . 1,621 | America, North, i : ; 45 
Holland, . : P : . 1,593 | Portugal, ‘ , : ‘ 16 
Mecklenburg, . ‘ F a "37 Belgium, ‘ : ‘ > 1l 
Hanover, ‘ . a - 695) Russia, . ‘ < . 7 
Oldenburg, . : m - 150] South ‘America, ° ‘ ° 2 
France, . . ° ‘ ° 125 
Total, , . - 15,787 
Produet, i in bulk, of the dues of the Sound, for 1855-6, in thalers, . 2,072,000 

. Great and Little Belt ‘ ; 26,600 


Additional rights, . Pe . p . . , 328,122 


Total receipts, é ; - 2,426,722 
Expenditures, ‘ ‘ R 316,425 


Excess, . F i i - 2,110,297 


COMMERCE OF DENMARK AND THE DUCHIES oF SCHLESWIG AND HOLSTEIN 
FOR THE YEARS 1853 AND 1854. 
1853. 1854. 


ee ee TS, I, 
Country. Imports. Exports. Imports. Exports, 
Hamburg, . - 15,935,373 9,019,752 18,859,656 9,643,775 
Great Britain, . . 1,554,040 10,662,224 10,882,363 12,194,060 
Altona, . ‘ . 4,141,248 3,321,698 4,481,490 5,268,919 
Norway, 7 - 2,179,625 3,053,727 2,246,696 2,553,518 
Sweden, r - 2,918,584 1,321,128 3,657,548 1,773,647 
Russia, . P . 3,565,109 312,750 354,618 49,610 
U. States, W. Indies, 
and South Sea, . 3,457,453 350,245 2,997,833 142,175 
Lubec, . . 2,169,565 1,015,844 2,651,947 1,170,229 
Danish Colonies, - 1,914,682 386,006 2,360,736 349,500 
Prussia, . ‘ . 1,203,308 912,129 2,001,549 950,001 
Holland, Pe 713,090 1,199,444 844,830 2,273,103 
Iceland, . 805,056 507,783 840,783 558,107 
Bremen, ° . 1,012,164 46,926 1,232,625 74,364 
France, . ‘ a 563,407 325,905 619,713 178,969 
Belgium, . . 252,869 498,449 222,805 372,692 
Mecklenburg, . . 377,671 278,299 678,374 269,644 
Hanover, F ‘ 165,277 325,012 261,092 315,580 
Mediterranean, P 444,781 14,451 148,365 33,086 
East Indies, China, 
and Guinea, . 289,020 122,013 273,877 73,440 
Greenland, . ‘ 275,362 106,845 43,138 75,748 
Faroe Isles, . ° 145,163 63,306 105,293 69,411 
All others, . ‘ 267,865 424,864 1,096,380 698,530 


Total (thalers), . 50,350,712 34,268,800 56,861,711 39,088,108 
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FOREIGN COMMERCE OF THE UNITED STATES WITH THE 
DANISH WEST INDIES, 
From Ocroser 1, 1820, To Jury 1, 1856. 





Whereof there was 


in Bullion & Specie. TON'GE CL'D. 


EXPORTS. IMPORTS: 
| 


Amer. | For. 
46,299 
43,288 
82,932 
86,458 
87,720 
43.584 
44,353 
67,982 
56,738 
52,585 


Domestic. | Foneran.| Toran. || 


Tora. | Export. 


$14,681 


ae: er —_—_— 
| $1,983,574 
2,514,174 | 
1,300,504 
2,110,666 | 
|| 1,492,765 
| 2,067,900 
2,299,349 | 
9,256,123 | 
2:053,266 | 
1,665,834 | 


19,744,155 | 


1,651,641 
1,119,366 
1,138,7 
1,621,826 
1,282,902 | 
1,825,369 
1,164,087 
1,617,747 | 
1,465,761 
969,177 


||18,856,576 
1,075,580 


584,321 
485,285 


$1,316,296 | $485,483 | $1,801,779 
1,603,494 | 628,256 | 2,231,750 
1.231:152 | 631,002 | 1,362,154 
1,149,641 | 698,302 | 1,847,943 
1,281,248 | 568,177 | 1,849,425 | 
1,391,604 | 676,001 | 2,067,005 
1,463,691 | 538,190 | 2,001,881 
2,202,465 | 608,034 | 2,810,499 
1,942,010 | 282,401 | 2,224,411 
1,688,022 | 220,723 | 1,908,745 


$15,269,028 |5,336,569 |20,605,592 


1,421,075 | 224,502 | 1,645,577 
1,393,490 | 282,341 | 1,675,831 
1,279,670 | 267,200 | 1,546,870 
1,084,202 | 354,808 | 1,439,010 
1,255,880 | 201,316 | 1,457,196 | 
1,326,392 | 210,092 | 1,536,484 
1,124,642 | 233,850 | 1,358,492 | 
949,769 | 227,417 | 1,177,186 
1,014,881 | 308,154 | 1,817,535 | 
913,981 | 180,518 | 1,099,449 


$11,763,432 |2,485,198 |14,253,630 


769,908 | $2,587 | 852,495 
791,828 | 157,260 | 949,088 
672,158 74,540 746,698 
783,192 87,130 | 870,322 
833,503 | 160,926 | 994,429 
959,452 | 166,464 | 1,125,916 
836,672 | 152,631 | 989,303 
876,969 | 76,874| 953,343 
727,197 54,149 781,346 
867,140 | 114,818 | 981,958 
$3,118,019 |1,127,379 | 9,245,398 
902,687 | 125,602 | 1,028,289 
810,439 | 120,697 931,136 
913,481 | 41,160 | 954,641 
928,924 | 34,026 | 962,950 
843,111 | 45,353 | 893,464 
817,290 | 86,511 | 903,801 


531,522 
| 156,093 
156,542 
268,312 
175,007 
154,732 
247,326 


2,518,754 


242,479 
97,927 
115,783 
83,873 
71,867 
11,675 
208,835 
203,841 


56,724 
47,350 
65,209 
61,200 
20,18T 


265,351 


40,308 
38,645 
24,783 
12,114 
27,655 
31,548 
18,434 
100,467 
165,227 | 48,997 
21,429 | 140,187 


480,605 |1,220,464 


10,931 | 93,808 
2 105,482 
4.290 | 167,224 
11,980 | 102,113 
67,995 


82,877 

100,270 | 91,620 

48,000 | 127,296 
84,096 


139,831 
8,943 


t 12,379 
273,880 | 58,600 
615,973 | 930,725 
243,580 | 


13,834 
169,987 | 9,143 
338,325 | 7,915 
235,754 


81412 
48,100 | 
' 








461,889 


41,730 
89,762 
33,642 
88,757 





32,965 

















25,597 
19,375 
253,879 


18,233 
20,408 
14,032 

846 


24,247 
21,875 





22,155 
5,030 














* 9 months to June 80, and the fiscal year from this time begins July 1. per 


COLONIES. 

The colonial possessions of Denmark are the Faroe Islands, Iceland, Greenland, 
and the islands of Santa Cruz, St. Thomas, and St. John, in the West Indies. 
Tranquebar and Serampore, in the East Indies, were sold to the English E. India Co. 
in 1846. The extent and population of these in 1850 were as follows: 

Square Miles, Population. 


Firoe Islands, 495 8,150 


Iceland, . 
Greenland, 
West Indies: 


Santa Cruz, . 
St. Thomas, . 


St. John, 


Total, 


38,200 
3,950 


74 
23 
21 


42,763 


60,000 
9,400 


23,720 
13,666 
2,228 


117,164 





Foreign Commercial Statistics. 


DANISH SOUND DUES. 


The Sound Dues are partly levied on ships, and partly on cargoes, As 
to the basis of the contribution, it seemed just to take the quantity of 
goods carried by the ships of each nation through the Sound and the 
Belt as determining the proportions respectively to be paid to the capi- 
talization of the dues. From some tables which are appended, it appears 
that the amount of duties on ships entered into or sailed from the Baltic, 
by different nations, was as follows: 

SAILED FROM BALTIC. ENTERED INTO BALTIC, 


$$, 
Average sum. Percent.of |Averagesum. Per cent. of 
COUNTRIES PRIVILEGED. 1851-1853. the whole 1851-18538. the whole 
Rix Dollars. amount. Rix Dollars. amount. 


United States of ae - 850 0.859 76 0.620 
Belgium, . ° 72 0.050 50 0.057 
- Bremen, . ° ° ° 260 0.182 259 0.183 
Denmark,.. . . «. 11,182 7.790 12,358 8.753 
Great Britain, . 4 34,762 24.326 35,731 25.309 
; ; 2,530 1.770 2,524 1.771 
6 1.004 6 0.004 
645 0.451 451 0.319 
5 4 ‘ 5,388 3.735 4,925 3.488 
The Netherlands, 2 = 14,338 10.033 14,462 10.244 
Italy (Naples), . . . 366 0.256 396 0.281 
[ee ee 1,102 0.773 1,020 0.723 
Mecklenburg, . : ° 8,200 5.738 7,284 5.159 
Norway, . ‘ B ° 19,326 13.523 17,956 12.718 
Oldenburg, . . . 1,439 1.007 1,571 1.113 
Portuga,. . . . 46 0.032 55 0.039 
Prussia, . . . . 21,933 15.348 21,456 15.198 
ee iets Ss 8,467 5.925 1,583 5.371 
Spain, “ . a 24 0.017 23 0.016 
Sweden, . . . . 12,064 8.435 12,137 8.597 
Pas Woe. 6 0.004 6 0.004 
NON PRIVILEGED. 
Buenos Ayres, . ‘ ‘ stew bene 0.004 
Peru, (ae 6 0.004 0.004 
Tuscany, . - 6 0.004 0.005 


Total, - 142,908 100.000 141,181 100.000 


On the 4th Silt 1850, a meeting of the Ministers of Austria, Bel- 
gium, France, Holland, Prussia, Spain, and Sweden, and a Commissioner 
from Russia, met at Copenhagen, to consider the disputed question, 

On the 17th of February, another meeting of the Commission took 
place, when the same States were represented, with the addition of a 
delegate from Oldenburg. At this meeting 4 memorandum was presented, 
in which Denmark offered to accept as a compensation for the abolition 
of the Sound Dues, a sum of 35,000,000 rix dollars (about £3,888,838), 
which is about fifteen and a half years’ purchase of 2,248,579 rix dollars, 
the average net revenue from the Dues during the nine years of peace, 
1842 to 1847, and 1851 to 1853. Each State interested in the com- 
merce of the Baltic to be responsible for the sum only which is assigned 
to it, but the offer to be binding on Denmark, on its acceptance by all the 
States, that have taken part in “the negotiation. If the proposal were ac- 
cepted, the share of the United States of the indemnity for the dues would 
amount to 717,829 rix dollars, or 2°05 per cent. of the whole amount. 





Holland. 


FOREIGN COMMERCE OF THE UNITED STATES 


WITH HOLLAND, 
From Octoser 1, 1820, ro Juty 1, 1856. 


Years || Whereof there was | 
ENDING : IMPORTS in Bullion & Specie. TON'GE CLD. 


Serr. 
80. | Domestic. |Foreien.| Torat. ToraL. || Export. intone b 


1821 ‘#1; —— $1,739,692 $3,694,205 ||$1,938,953 
7,363 1524, 683) 8,602,051 863,995 
2, 409, 216) 5,052,146 


889,330 3,985,187 
675,527| 4,030,078 


Total, |$23,382,548 |12,317,571| 35,700,119 


1,707,292 
2,232,792 
1,684,353 
2,365,536 
2, "345; 930 
498, 


2,555,979 
1,677,352 3 
3,845,264 ‘ 466 11,929 


Total, |$22,398,288 | 8,465,314|30,863,547 || 101,709 


21188,101_ 
Total, $22,865,778 | 2,611,010) 24,976,788 


1,911,115 | 284,054) 2,195,169 || 2,052,706 | 
2,497,529 || 1,635,561 | 
2,199,496 || 1,625,170 | 
2,442,666 || 1,695,970 | 
2,128,984 |) 1,825,700 | 
3,501, 110 85, ,318 8,586,428 || 2,426,479 | 








* 9 months to June 30, and the fiscal year from this time begins July 1. 


PRINCIPAL PORT. 

AMSTERDAM, the principal city of Holland, situated on the Y, an arm of the Zuy- 
der Zee, in lat. 52° 22'17" N., long. 4° 53’ 15” E. From 1580 to 1750, Amsterdam 
was, perhaps, the first commercial city of Europe; and though her trade has expe- 
rienced a great falling off since the last-mentioned epoch, it is still very considerable. 
In 1785 the population is said to have amounted to 235,000; in 1815 it had de- 
clined to 180,179; but its increase in the interval has been such, that it amounted 
in 1840 to 210,077. The harbor is spacious and the water deep; and it has recently 
been much improved by the construction of docks, two of which are already com- 
pleted, and a third in a very advanced state. The imports principally consist of 
sugar, coffee, spices, tobacco, cotton, tea, indigo, cochineal, wine and brandy, wool, 
grain of all sorts, timber, pitch and tar, hemp and flax, iron, hides, linen, cotton and 
woolen stuffs, hardware, rock salt, tin plates, coal, dried fish, ete. The exports 
consist partly of the produce of Holland, partiy and principally of the produce of her 
possessions in the East and West Indies, and other tropical countries, etc. 





Foreign Commercial Statistics. 


HOLLAND (NORTH AND SOUTH), 


Two contiguous provinces, and the most important of the kingdom of 
the Netherlands, composed of the peninsulas and islands between latitude 
51° 40’ and 53° 30’ N., and longitude 4° and 5° 20’ E., having south, Hol- 
land’s-Diep, and a mouth of the Rhine, west, the North Sea, and on other 
sides, the Zuyder-Zee and provinces of Utrecht, Gelderland, and North Bra- 
bant. Area of N. Holland, 960 square miles, Population, 1852, 506,006. 
Of 8. Holland, 1,175 square miles, Population, 584,693. Surface uni- 
formly flat, intersected by numerous canals, and much of it below the 
level of high sea-tides, but protected against these by a line of natural 
downs all along the west coast, and artificial dykes elsewhere. 

Shipping.—The following account is given of the shipping : 


CLEARED INWARD. CLEARED OUTWARD. 

Ships. Tonnage. Ships. Tonnage. 
1850, - P 6,961 1,099,671 7,031 1,136,664 
1851, ° 6,960 1,166,140 TLI7T 1,216,558 
1852, é P 7,457 1,249,728 7,712 1,317,425 
1853, ° . 6,883 1,151,293 7,068 1,215,869 


The Netherlands’ and foreign ships were, in 1853, in the following 
proportions : 
CLEARED INWARD. CLEARED OUTWARD. 
Ships. Tons. Ships. Tons. 


Netherlands’ flag, . . 49}percent. 44}percent. 47} 43 
Foreign, . . . . SO“ “ 55h % & 524 57 


To have a full view of the trade of Holland, we must not only learn its 
state as carried on by sea, but also by the rivers, which carry a great 
amount of it. Tables have been published of the merchandise which ar- 
rived, and was forwarded by way of the Rhine, in 1854. There was an 
increase above 1853, of 7,260 tons from Amsterdam to places on the 
Rhine, and of 12,328 tons from the Rhine to that city. Coffee, rice, and 
the oleaginous grains, are foremost in this progressive increase, The ex- 
port of rice to Germany has had a remarkable increase. In 1842-52, it 
was only 8,666 quarters per annum. In 1853, it was 46,459. The 
quantity of grain sent from Amsterdam to the Rhine, in 1834, was 15,600 
tons. 

The vessels engaged in the river navigation, were, in 1853 : 


CLEARED INWARD. CLEARED OUTWARD. 

Vessels. Tonnage. Vessels. Tonnage. 

Laden, F < 15,973 1,134,748 9,844 787,105 
In ballast, . - 2,213 148,680 8,187 - 621,975 


with 127 wood-rafts, measuring 24,328 cubic ells. 
The proportion of these belonging to the Netherlands, was : 


Of laden vessels, . - 8,879 Tonnage 611,578 cleared inward, 
. ’ , 4,615 . 376,009 cleared outward. 


The remainder belonged principally to Belgium and Prussia, and in 
smaller proportions to Hanover, Baden, Nassau, Hesse, Bavaria, Frank- 
fort, and Wurtemberg. 
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FOREIGN COMMERCE OF THE UNITED STATES WITH THE 
DUTCH WEST INDIES. 
From Ocroser 1, 1820, ro JuLy 1, 1856. 








| Years| | Whereof there was ||... j 
Bisa EXPORTS. IMPORTS In Bullion é°Specte,|) TON'GE CLD. | 





Domestic. |Forrien.| Tora. Tora. | Exrorr. Ixront. || AMER. For. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 

$533,259 | $149,784 | $683,043 || $960,950 || $34,360 

921,072 1,078,776 22,450 

655,763 $12,828 

589,775 701,759 3,000 

497,194 | 77,092 | 574,286 aaa 
491,551 2,400 
431,735 ig f 
456,959 17 
398,541 — 
861,793 2,260 


» | $5,188,473 | 857,798 | 5,991,271 68,187 


870,857 | 45,974 | 416,181 70 
857,520 828" ae 
938.205 | 54, | aa 
56,000 
22/868 
28,430 
47,625 
| | 17187 


Total, | $3,064,517 | 551,811 | 8,615,828 | 4,191,401 || 167,130 | 471,959 


$298,699 | 34,194 | 382,893 || 500,197 || 20,663 | 62,063 
15,581 | 267,231 || 331.270 5,425 | 46,084 || 
10,819 | 215,756 |} 230,571 .... | 58,804 

19.848 | $23,286 | 336,288 942 . 
33,768 | 387,788 || 363, 17,906 | 27,569 
14,507 | 279,154 6,332 | 29,159 
1847 16,355 | 233,569 | 6,225 | 18,847 
1848 22,147 | 388,818 | 8,909 | 99,357 
1849 50,252 | 867,318 | ’ $4,018 | 39,946 || 
1850 864,335 | 56,683 | 421,018 || 530,146 | 41,2944 48,037 


Total, | $2,842,782 | 274,004 | 8,116,526 || 3,925,599 | 141,719 | 434,116 | 


1851 366,898 | 138,089 || 572,470 | 159,544} 26,859 

1852 299,679 | 17,766 $ 552,561 1,800 | 20,097 |} 

1853 951,258 7 Y 409,185 4,090 | 28,076 

1854 871,880 | 534.978 || 11,425 | 11,912 

1855 232,640 240,256 || 438/841 6,200 | 15,941 || 

1856 823,654 | 6,83 829,982 | 536,875 6,500 | 5,854 
! i 





























"* 9 months to June 80, and the fiscal year from this time begins July 1. 


PRINCIPAL ISLANDS. 


CurRAcAO, or CURACOA, an island in the Caribbean sea, belonging to the Dutch, off 
the north coast of Venezuela. Lat. 12° N.; long. 69° W. Length, forty miles; 
breadth, six to ten miles. Population, 1849, of Curagoa and St. Eustache, 26,311. 
Shores bold; surface hilly; soil not rich, and deficient in water, yet a good deal of 
sugar, indigo, tobacco, and maize are raised. Principal port is Santa Anna, on the 
south-west side of the island, the entrance to which is narrow, but the harbor is 
large and secure. 

Surtwam, a river of Dutch Guinea, South America, traverses the center of that 
colony, which is sometimes called by its name, and after a northerly course of 300 
miles, enters the Atlantic near Paramaribo. It receives several affluents, and is 
navigable in most part of its course to the foot of the mountains, and for large ships 
to about 30 miles from the sea. Banks in general densely wooded; below Parama- 
ribo they are laid out in thriving plantations. Its entrance is defended by the forts 
New Amsterdam and Zelandia. 





Foreign Commercial Statistics. 


HOLLAND. 


The following table willeexhibit the proportions in which the trade of 
Holland was distributed among the different countries of the world : 


IMPORTS. EXPORTS, 


COUNTRIES. 
1952. 1853. 1852. 1858 
. GREAT BRITAIN, . é £6,954,833 £7,324,667 £5,085,167 £6 164,083 
. Nortu SEA, BaLtic, Wuitre SEA, AND CENTRAL EUROPE— 
German Customs Union, . 4,458,583 5,344,250 9,312,083 8,345,583 
Hanover and Oldenburg, . 425,000 343,750 192,917 199,167 
Hamburg, . P i - 267,917 410,000 631,667 609,500 
Bremen, . . , ‘ 96,083 94,917 65,667 81,917 
Tabes.. ss ; 5,000 6,667 1,750 3,333 
Mecklenburg, . ; 55,667 9,417 14,333 11,083 
(Oe 184,333 163,667 106,333 83,917 
Sweden, . ° ° ° 41,417 35,250 26,667 31,500 
Norway, ° 378, 583 383,000 61,416 56,750 
Russia, Baltic, and White Sea, 1,243,750 1,268,917 426,000 286,500 


7,156,333 8,059,835 10,838,833 9,709,250 
. WESTERN EvROPE— 
Belgium, . . . 2,208,917 2,097,083 2,047,083 2,009,417 
Franee, . . «1,067,583 1,044,250 859,250 974,000 
as le, 47,000 57,250 44,167 54,750 
Portugal,. : 47,750 42,583 34,250 28,167 


3,371,250 3,241,166 2,984,750 3,066,334 

. MEDITERRANEAN AND BLACK SEA— 
Russia, . ; 286,917 220,333 5,833 23,000 
Turkey and the “Levant, : 226,917 143,000 304,917 284,917 
Austria, . ° ‘ ; 134,500 101,750 311,000 372,750 
Italy, ‘ > . 176,333 149,083 826,000 548,000 


824,667 614,166 1,447,750 1,228,667 
. AMERICA— 
United States, . r “ 778,000 562,250 480,167 458,917 
Surinam, . o ‘ z 406,000 369,917 122,250 105,167 
Curacao, . a ‘ 14,583 10,667 22,917 26,833 
South America, . ‘ 352,417 631,500 120,833 64,500 


1,551,000 1,574,334 746,167 655,417 

. ASIA, AFRICA, AND AUSTRALIA— 
Javaa. . «. «.  « 6,276,333 5,310,750 1,569,500 1,817,500 
China, ‘ i os 208,583 117,583 333 250 
Coast of Guinea, F . 18,833 34,500 16,167 20,917 


Cape of Good Hope, Canary ae 
Islands, British India, 494,750 446,333 18,083 13,333 


Philippine Islands, . ; 20,167 20,917 83 sees 
Australia, . P E > soe sees eeoe 57,917 


Totals, . . 1,018,666 5,930,083 1,604,166 1,909,917 


On the 31st of December the merchant fleet of Holland counted in 
all 2,037 vessels, = 239,601 lastes burden (laste = 2 tons), The number 
of steamers belonging to Netherlands in 1837 was only 30, with 58 
engines of 2,200 horse power. In 1853 there were 100 steamers, with 
118 engines of 6,911 horse power, not including those of the royal na 
In connection with the great emigration to the gold fields of Australia, 
more than 50 Dutch ships were freighted i in different British ports. 
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FOREIGN COMMERCE OF THE UNITED STATES WITH THhL 
DUTCH EAST INDIES, 
From Octoser 1, 1820, To Juty 1, 1856. 





































| Years || Whereof there was 
lad EXPORTS. eeege in Bullion & Specie. TON'GE CL’D. 
Sept. a Se _ : ———————_—-— 
| 80. | Dommstie. |Foreten.| Torar, || Torar | Export.| Import. || Amer. | For, 
eee | te | ees | — Ee — 
! | { 
1821 $133,010 [$1,581,803 $1,714,513 || $134,369 ||$1,257,995, .... || 5,610 anne 
1822 121,441 999,571| 1,121,012 | 144 877,641) $2,300 5,286 oes 
1823 151,120 | 1,750,981) 1,902,101 419,680 || 998,940} 240 4990] .... 
1824 61,669 | 638,616, 700,285 || 147,458 || 419,818} .... || 3814] .... 
1825 163,022 | 1,364,884) 1,527,906 188,402 || 669,553) 24,808 || 7,556] 1,284 
1826 57,506 874,957! 482,463 513,556 273,069 eooe |] 8,282 cove 
1827 88,859 127,749} 166,608 236,447 96,222; 2,067 || 1,143 cove 
1828 83,710 813,277) 396,987 113,462 265,480) 2,000 || 3,028 eco 
1829 62,074 176,318} 238,392 121,348 149,550; 3,393 || 1,985 oose 
1830 63,273 107,293} 170,566 181,848 52,600} 10,000 || 1,501 220 














Total, | $935,684 | 7,435,449| 8,371,183 || 2,409,714 || 5,060,868| 44,808 || 37,695 | 1,454 
1881 128,884 | 631,442] 760,326 || 319,895 || 480,975] 4,527 649g | 








1882 24,516 | 503,504) 528,020 668,974 426,598} _.... 7,456 

1833 98,852 680,989} 774,841 750,290 477,983) 10,281 TAIT 1,488 
1834 115,011 466,138) 581,149 582,159 886,875) 1,615 8,323 346 
1835 230,608 | 1,213,682) 1,444,290 800,388 |} 1,106,493: 925 20,476 esos 
1836 172,691 906,331) 1,079,022 || 1,477,906 706,746 224 16,958 447 






263, 985,924| '548,474 || 11019,769 |} 235,828]... 
1838 166,214 | 829,747| 495,961 || ‘576,396 || 808,184) 8,742 || 11430] .... 
1839 86,619 | 396,934} 483,553 || 692,196 || 878,626] 626 91284 663 
1840 182,751 | 202,552/ 385,303 || 817,897 || 176,724| 21,619 1,828 | 485 


Total, | $1,414,396 | 5,616,543) 7,080,939 || 7,705,370 || 4,685,082) 48,559 95,141 | 11,449 



































1841 178,876 224,150} 408,026 266,425 208,500} 8,000 5,824 cove 
1842 85,578 193,580; 279,158 741,048 178,271 eoee 794 eeee 
1848* 90,239 108,742) 198,981 121,524 89,577) _.... 2,890 toes 
1844 98,313 261,070) 359,383 935,984 . 11,950 4,656 eee 
1845 129,151 72,007; 201,158 538,608 68,516 121 4,592 cece 
1846 40,700 42,842 83,542 480,353 88,440)... 8,679 cece 
1847 91,902 108,238} 200.140 894,982 106,120; .... 5,370 eeee 
1848 133,905 107,954, 241,859 249,346 92,384; .... 4,575 cose 








1849 280,823 54,118) 334,941 354,528 82,000}... 
1850 180,533 262,952; 443,485 444,404 219,400) 1,800 4,070 8,320 


Total, | $1,310,020 | 1,430,653] 2,740,673 || 5,027,202 || 1,972,483] 21,871 || 42,638 | 4,758 


























1851 204,430 | 43,140] 247,570 || 410,148 $1,500}... 3,016 | 5,651 
1852 142,997 | 181,185] 324,182 || 1,015,994 || 154,430)... 3,689 | 14,092 
1858 202'822 | 180,884] 383,706 || ‘884,583 || 149,900]... 3,526 | 6,605 
1854 109,208 75,573| 184,776 || 1,041,609 || 68,500} 2,386 3,638 | 4,313 
1855 287,987 | 53,886] 341,823 || 1,082,270 SAT... 8,406 | 3,458 
1856 120,444 | 89,712] 210,156 || 1,899,289 71,000] 17,000 | 10,877 | 2,141 





* 9 months to June 80, and the fiscal year from this time begins July 1. 










PRINCIPAL PORT. 


Batavia, a city of the island of Java, the capital of the Dutch possessions in the 
East Indies, and the principal trading port of the Oriental Islands, lat. 6° 8’ S., 
long. 106° 50’ E., on the north-west coast of the island, at the mouth of the Jaccatra 
river, on an extensive bay. The harbor lies between the main land and several 
small uninhabited islands, which, during the north-western monsoon, afford sufficient 
shelter and good anchorage. Population in 1842, 53,860, including about three 
thousand Europeans; the rest are Chinese, Javanese, Malays, etc. It is built on 
marshy ground, and intersected by canals in the Dutch style. It is defended by a 
citadel and several batteries, and has a considerable garrison and marine arsenal. 

The Jaccatra is navigable by vessels of 40 tons two miles inland; ships of from 
360 to 400 tons anchor in the bay, one mile and a half from shore. Batavia is the 
great commercial emporium of the Asiatic Archipelago, and absorbs by far the 
greatest proportion of the trade of Java and Madura; the annual exports of which 
islands amount to 60,300,000 florins ($25,123,000), and the imports to 30,000,000 


florins ($12,000,000). 
















Foreign Commercial Statistics. 


DUTCH EAST INDIES. 


Dutch Colonies—Java, ‘Sumatra, Borneo, Celebes, Moluccas, Am- 
boyna, and other islands in the East Indies; Surinam, Curacao, and de- 
pendencies, in the West Indies, and Guinea coast, in South America. 

Java, the principal of the Dutch East India islands, between latitude 
5° 52’ and 8° 50’S8., and longitude 105° 15’ E., separated E. from 
Bali by the strait of Bali, and W. from Sumatra by the strait of Sunda, 
and having N. the sea of Java, and 8. the Indian ocean. Length E. to 
W. 570 miles; breadth varies from 48 to 115 miles. Estimated area, 
including the contiguous island Madura, 50,000 square miles ; and pop- 
ulation, 1849, 9,560,380; comprising Europeans and their descendants, 
16,308; natives, 9,401,712; Chinese, 106,033; Arabs, Bughis, etc., 
31,216; slaves, 5,111. The S. coast is high and steep, with few in- 
dentations. A mountain chain extends through the center from W. to E., 
with a mean elevation of 1,000 feet, having numerous volcanic peaks, 
some of which rise to 1,000 feet. Its N. coast is low and marshy, and 
lined with numerous small islands. Principal river, the Solo, besides 
which many are navigable for several miles from the sea, or used for 
floating down timber and other raw produce from the interior. The 
rocks are chiefly basaltic and volcanic, and the soil is extremely fertile. 
Java is supposed to be capable of supporting many times its present 
amount of population. At present only about one third part of the sur- 
face is under culture; but the island is the granary of the Asiatic Ar- 
chipelago. Temperature hot in the plains, but cooler in the elevated 
parts. Earthquakes and thunder-storms are common; hurricanes rare. 
Rice is the principal grain, and is cultivated all along the coast, as also 
in all the low grounds wherever irrigation can be effected. Coffee is 
the great staple of export; it is raised in most of the uplands, especially 
in the Preange or Prianga, regencies on the west part of the island, and, 
with sugar, its culture has greatly increased within the last few years. 
Indigo, tobacco, cotton, cinnamon, maize, and other dry grains, pulses, 
and vegetable oils, cocoa, and sago, are other principal products. 


THE VALUES OF THE EXPORTS FROM JAVA, AND THEIR DESTINATION, IN 1846, 1836, AND 
1826, WERE AS FOLLOWS; 
Countries. 1846. 1836, 1826. 
Florins. Florins. Florins. 
Netherlands, . ° - 39,603,848 27,232,588 6,513,525 
Indian Archipelago, - 9,326,548 6,708,153 4,357,783 
Great Britain, e - 2,365,987 139,592 349,098 
China, Macao, ete., . - 1,886,703 3,318,706 1,976,192 
France, . ° ° - 41,326,149 1,944,145 42,232 
America, . ° ° - 41,199,644 1,002,529 211,231 
Hamburg, ° ° ° 615,041 108,142 63,334 
Sweden, . ° . é 345,949 253,959 57,172 
Other places, . ‘ P 711,868 369,315 959,735 


The previous statements show that the produce and trade of Java have 
increased during the last dozen years with a rapidity unknown in any 
other colony, Cuba, perhaps, excepted ; and if the resources and capabi- 
lities of this noble island be fully developed, it is quite impossible to 
say how much further her trade may be extended and her resources 
developed. 
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FOREIGN COMMERCE OF THE UNITED STATES WITH 


DUTCH GUIANA, 
From OcToBer 1, 1832, to Juty 1, 1856. 


| «|| Whercof there was y 
EXPORTS. } IMPORTS jin Bullion & Specie. TON'GE CLD. 


Domestic. |ForEIen. Torat. || Exrons.| Ieront.|| Auer. | Fon. 
| 


| $92,515 Saas || g49,896 woes | $1,744 
27.228 IID | “erees 67.579 "II. | "ese 
81,420 ae? sp 








8,180 


87,900 cece coee 400 
101,055 eves soee 2.578 
24.680 24,680 cece 275 
66,980 cece 
47,737 
66,845 





“416 
2,418 
6,087 


18,096 
“a2. | 92145 || 
12,000 | 8162 | 


* 9 months to June 30, and the fiscal year from this time begins July =. 

















5,510 





PRINCIPAL PORT. 


PARAMARIBO, the capital town of Dutch Guiana, on the west bank of the Surinam, 
five miles from its mouth in the Atlantic, lat. 5° 49’ N., long. 55° 22’ W. Estimated 
population, 20,000, mostly blacks. It is regularly and well built; streets unpaved, 
but ornamented with rows of tamarind and orange-trees ; and it has Lutheran, Cal- 
vinistic, Roman Catholic, and English churches, Portuguese and German Jewish 
synagogues, and is the center of the trade of the colony. Fort Zeclandia, north of 
the town, is the residence of the governor. In a hospital for lepers, on the right 
bank of the Coppename, 450 patients are maintained at the expense of the colony. 
The Kwatta canal, begun in 1846, is the first public work executed by free laborers. 

CoLontEs.—In 1602 the Dutch East India Company was formed, and the Indian 
trade increased rapidly in magnitude and importance. Ships fitted both for com- 
mercial and warlike purposes were sent out. Amboyna and the Moluccas were 
wrested from the Portuguese. Factories and fortifications were established from the 
mouth of the Tigris along the coasts and islands of India as far as Japan. Alliances 
were formed with the native princes. In Ceylon, Malabar, and Coromandel, the 
Dutch were themselves the sovereigns. Batavia, in the large and fertile island of 
Java, formed the center of their Indian commerce. In 1621 the Dutch formed a 
West India Company. Within the short period of 15 years this association con- 
quered the greater part of Brazil, fitted out 800 trading and warlike ships, and cap- 
tured from the Spaniards and Portuguese 545 ships, which were supposed to be 
worth £7,500,000. In 1651 they founded the colony of the Cape of Good Hope. 
Between the years 1651 and 1672, when the republic was invaded by the French, 
the commerce of Holland seems to have reached its greatest height. Not by means 
of any artificial monopoly, but by the greater number of their ships, and their 
superior skill and economy in all that regarded navigation, the Dutch engrossed 
almost the whole carrying trade of Europe. 





Foreign Commercial Statistics. 


DUTCH GUIANA, 


Dutch, or Surinam, lies between British and French ‘Guiana, being 
separated from the former on the W. by the river Corentyn, and from the 
latter on the E. by the Maroni; on the N. it has the Atlantic, and on the 
S. Brazil. It lies between latitude 1° 30’ and 6° N., and longitude 58° 
30’ and 57° 30’ W., being about 300 miles in length, from N. to 8., and 
260 in extreme breadth. Area, about 38,500 square miles. In physicat 
geography, climate, productions, etc., it differs but little from British 
Guiana, The principal river is the Surinam, which flows northward 
through the center of the territory, and falls into the Atlantic after a 
course of nearly 300 miles. It is navigable for large ships for about 4 
leagues from its mouth. Along the coast, and on the banks of the 
river, are many settlements and plantations; and the higher parts of the 
country are occupied chiefly by the Maroons, the descendants of run- 
away negroes. In the last century they were very troublesome to the 
colonists, but they have now adopted more settled habits. Slavery has 
been recently abolished here by the Dutch government, but, in lieu of 
compensation, the slaves remain apprenticed, and work without wages 
to their proprietors for twelve years. The colony is ruled by a governor 
appointed by the crown, and a council elected by the freeholders, Just- 
ice is administered by a supreme court, courts of minor jurisdiction, and 
a court of inheritance and orphans. The receipts in 1850 amounted to 
£89,485 ; the expenditure to £85,564. On 273 plantations, consisting 
of 366,548 acres, 48,815 acres were under cultivation. The chief pro- 
ductions are sugar, rum, molasses, coffee, cacao, and cotton. Its chief 
trade is with-Holland. Imports, in 1851, £171,395 ; exports, £236,162. 
At the close of 1850, the colony numbered 61,080 inhabitants—of 
whom 12,401 were Europeans and creoles, 8,000 bush negroes, 1,000 In- 
dians, and 39,679 slaves. Of the religious sects, the Moravians amounted 
to 17,933, and the Jews to about 680. The live stock consisted of 
168 horses, 59 mules, 5,564 cattle, 3,155 sheep, 454 goats, and 4,664 
hogs. The army consists of 610 men of all arms; and the navy of 11 
vessels, chiefly small. Paramaribo, the capital, is situated on the right 
bank of the Surinam, about 10 miles from its mouth. It is built in the 
Dutch style, with wide and straight streets, planted with orange-trees ; 
and the houses are generally two stories in height, and built of wood. 
Population about 20,000. A little north of the town is the fort of 
Zeelandia, where the governor resides, and where are also most of the 
government establishments. . 

Surinam was declared a free port by proclamation dated May 1, 1848. 
Accounts are kept in dollars of 8 reals or 50 stivers (100 cents), and in 
pounds sterling. Exchange on London, $4 80 to $4 85 per pound sterling. 
Aves island, one of the leeward group of the West Indies, between 15° 
and 16° N. lat., belongs to the Dutch government. In the year 1854 
extensive deposits of guano were discovered on the island of Aves, by 
two American ship captains, but we do not as yet learn that any ship- 
ments have been made from it. Coffee, the product of a possession of 
the Netherlands, imported into the United States in a vessel of the 
Netherlands direct from such possessions, or from the Netherlands, is 
admitted free of duty, under the treaty of August 26, 1852. 





Hanse Towns. 


FOREIGN COMMERCE OF THE UNITED STATES 
WITH THE HANSE TOWNS, 
From OctToser 1, 1820, ro Juny 1, 1856. 


Whereof there was 


in Bullion & Specie. TON'GE CL'D. 


| 
ENDING EXPORTS. IMPORTS) 


Serr. |-—s- 

80. Domestic. | Tora, Toran. | © Export. Import. 
1821 | $1,535,506 | $597, 8s 2, 132,544 || $990,165 | $190, 165 
1822 1,644,226 860,7 905,015 || 1,578,757 59,151 
1823 1,552,354 | 1,587, yo 3, 169, 439 || 1; "981 026 | 40,572 
1824 $59,383 1,003; 890 1/863,273 | 2'527.830 } 76,920 
1825 1,144,474 1,976,559 8,121,033 || 2,739,526 | 1,972 
1826 979,313 | 1,187,884] 2,116,697 2,816,545 83.859 
1827 1,693,971 | 1,319,214} 3,013,185 || 1,638,558 see 1,965 
1828 1,804,333 | 1,190,918] 2,995,251 2,644,392 snes 12 
1829 1,998,176 | 1,275,984] 3,277,160 || 2,274,375 2,000 3,844 
1830 1,549,732 725,148) 2,274,830 || 1,873,278 | esse 12,488 
Total, $14,791,468 


11,677,009 26,468,477 ||21,064,452 420,948 
1,812,241 8,493,301 
2,435,542 


779,931} 2,592,172 
23108,110 





For. 


4.091 
5,157 
11,747 
9,973 
6,483 
4,937 
5,107 
11,563 
10,894 
10,262 


80,819 


17,487 
25,778 
27,163 
27,127 


AMER. 


17,308 
15,750 
19,504 
11,052 
17,260 
13,510 





$1,800 





61,350 


1,652,670] 4,083,212 | 
795,186 2,903,296 
4,659,674 || 3,355,856 ae 
3,523,276 || 3,8 es 
4,363,882 
1'192,592] 8,754,949 
665,843| 8,291,645 
733,459 2,801,067 
$30,496) 4,198,459 | 


10,674,630|36,1S1,632 


450,061] 4,560,716 
749,519| 4,564,513 
392,984 3,291,932 
392,204! 8,566,687 
838,093) 4,945,020 | 
600,305) 4,603,620 | 
266,225) 4,834,638 
465,109} 4,321,785 
604,682| 3.314.930 
835,742 5,206,522 


5,644,924 42,715,363 
641,491] 6,047.447 


681,030} 6,876,957 
610,738} 8,020,053 


16,719 
7,208 
6,957 
8,366 
4,892 

17,849 


|! 106,886 
14,123 


1} 





43,616 
12,833 
| 12,108 
2,521,493 206 


36,633,964 | 


2,449,964 5,300 
2,274,019 605 

920,865 adits 
2,136,336 a 
2,912,537 
3,149,864 
8,622,185 
6,293,230 
7,742,364, 
8,787,874 


40,289,833 || 
10,008,364 


8,171,411 
13,843,455 


8,367,963 
$25,507,002 


4,110,655 
3,814,994 
2,893,943 
8,174,483 
4,106,927 
4,008,315 
4,068,413 
8,856,676 
2:710,248 
4.320,780 


Total, |$37,070,489 
1851 5,405,956 


1852 6,195,927 
1853 7,409,315 


Total, 63,458 








266,786 | 3,842 | 
813,775 | 43,519 
112,706 |... 


699,172 
579,116 


932,128 
/1,867, 809 


872,126 


245,996 
59.319 
5,144 





10,641,596 
9,155,169 


1,444,662) 12,086,258 
975,081) 10,130,250 


16,966,898 
12,360,113 
14,458,512 


8,558,319 
1,456,212 
1,442,493 


10,110 
L752 








13,133,985 | 1,050,386) 14,239,371 





* 9 months to. June 30, and the fiscal year from this time begins July 1. 


PRINCIPAL PORTS. 


BREMEN, one of the free Hanseatic cities, situated on the river Weser, about 50 
miles from its mouth, in lat. 53° 4’ 45" N., long. 8° 48’ E. Vessels not drawing more 
than seven feet of water go up to the town, but those drawing 14 to 15 feet anchor 
about 13 miles from Bremen. Other vessels stop at Bremerlohe, 38 miles below 
Bremen, where a new and spacious harbor has been constructed, called Bremen Ha- 
ven. 

Hameure, a free Hanseatic city, on the north bank of the river Elbe, about 70 
miles from its mouth, in lat. 53° 32’ 31” N., long. 9° 58’ 37” E. Vessels drawing 
14 feet of water can come up at all times, and vessels drawing 18 feet can come 
safely up with spring tides. The largest vessels sometimes unload into lighters at 
Cuxhaven. There are no docks or quays, and vessels moor at piles driven into the 
ground, a short distance from shore. 

Lusec, a famous commercial city of N..Germany, nominally the chief of the 
Hanse towns. Lat. 53° 52’ 1” N., long. 10° 41' 6” E. 
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HANSEATIC LEAGUE, 


An association of the principal cities in the north of Germany, Prus- 
sia, etc., for the better carrying on of commerce, and for their mutual 
safety and defense. This confederacy, so celebrated in the early history 
of modern Europe, contributed in no ordinary degree to introduce the 
blessings of civilization and good government into the North. The ex- 
tension and protection of commerce was, however, its main object; and 
hence a short account of it may not be deemed misplaced in a work of 
this description. 

Origin and Progress of the Hanseatic League—Hamburg, founded by 
Charlemagne in the ninth, and Lubeck, founded about the middle of the 
twelfth century, were the earliest members of the League. The distance 
between them not being very considerable, and being alike interested 
in the repression of those disorders to which most parts of Europe, and 
particularly the coast of the Baltic, were a prey in the twelfth, thirteenth, 
and fourteenth centuries, they early formed an. intimate political union, 
partly in the view of maintaining a safe intercourse by land with each 
other, and partly for the protection of navigation from the attacks of the 
pirates, with which every sea was at that time infested. There is no very 
distinct evidence as to the period when this alliance was consummated ; 
some ascribe its origin to the year 1169, others to the year 1200, and 
others to the year 1241. But the most probable opinion seems to be, 
that it would grow up by slow degrees, and be perfected according as the 
advantage derivable from it became more obvious. Such was the origin 
of the Hanseatic league, so called from the old Teutonic word hansa, 
signifying an association or confederacy. 

The Hanseatic confederacy was at its highest degree of power and 
splendor during the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries. It then comprised 
from 60 to 80 cities, which were distributed into 4 classes or circles. 
Lubeck was at the head of the first circle, and had under it Hamburg, 
Bremen, Rostock, Wismar, ete. Cologne was at the head of the second 
circle, with 29 towns under it. Brunswick was at the head of the third 
circle, consisting of 13 towns. Dantzic was at the head of the fourth 
circle, having under it 8 towns in its vicinity, beside several that were 
more remote. The supreme authority of the League was vested in the 
deputies of the different towns assembled in Congress, In it they dis- 
cussed all their measures ; decided upon the sum that each city should 
contribute to the common fund; and upon the questions that arose be- 
tween the confederacy and other powers, as well as those that frequently 
arose between the different members of the confederacy. The place for 
the meeting of Congress was not fixed, but it was most frequently held at 
Lubeck, which was considered as the capital of the League, and there its 
archives were kept. Sometimes, however, Congresses were held at Ham- 
burg, Cologne, and other towns, They met once every three years, or 
oftener if occasion required. The letters of convocation specified the 
principal subjects which would most probably be brought under discus- 
sion. Any one might be chosen for a deputy; and the Congress con- 
siated not of merchants only, but also of clergymen, lawyers, artists, etc. 
When the deliberations were concluded, the decrees were formally com- 
municated to the magistrates of the cities at the head of each circle. 





New York City Debt. 


NEW YORK CITY DEBT. 


PERMANENT CITY DEBT. 


Redeemable from the Sinking Fund, Jan. 1, 1857. 


per cent. Water Stock, Redeemable Jan. 1, 1858, 
“ “ce “ 


“ec “ 


“ee “é 


“(new reservoir,) 
“c “cc 


Croton Water Stock, 


Jan. 1, 1860, 
Nov. 1, 1870, 
July 12, 1875, 
Oct. 1, 1875, 
Noy. 1, 1880, 
Feb. 1, 1890, 


$3,000,000 
2,500,000 
3,000,000 
255,600 
29,100 
2,147,000 
1,000,000 


Water Loan 2 Feb. 1, 1857, 4 ‘ 990,488 
Fire Indemnity Stock, May 10, 1868, . ° : 402,768 
Building Loan Stock No. 3, Nov. 1, 1870, ‘ ‘ 75,000 

“ “ No. 4. Nov. 1,1873, . 4 ‘i 115,000 
Central Park Fund Stock, July 1, 1898, n ‘i 715,200 


$14,230,156 


5 
5 
5 
5 
5 
5 “ 
5 
7 
0 
5 
5 
5 


Total amount Jan. 1, 1857, . 


Amount of Corporation Stocks held by the Com- 
missioners of the Sinking Fund, on account of 
redemption of city debt, A ‘ . $4,525,478 00 
Revenue bonds, * ‘ ‘ ; ‘ 417,000 00 
Bonds and Mortgages, 925,716 29 5,868,194 29 


$8,361,961 00 


Actual amount of permanent debt, Jan. 1, 1857, 
44,210 45 


Decrease as compared with the amount, Jan. 1, 1856, 
FUNDED DEBT. 
Redeemable from Taxation, Jan. 1, 1857. 
5 per cent. Public Building Stock, payable 1861 to 1866, 
5 per cent. Stock for Docks and Slips, payable 1867 to 1876, . 
5 per cent. Public Education Stock, payable 1873, A 


$500,000 00 
500,000 00 
154,000 00 


Total amount of funded debt —— from taxation, Jan. 1,1857, $1,154,000 00 


Decrease, as compared with the amount, Jan. 1, 1856, 50,000 00 


Redeemable from Central Park Assessments, Jan. 1, 1857. 
6 per cent. Central Park Assessment Fund Stock, payable in 1859, $1,600,000 00 





Missouri Bonps.—At the late session of the General Assembly of Missouri, the 
following act was passed. It manifests a proper desire to protect the credit of 
the State, by holding out inducements to invest money in State, City and County 
Bonds issued for rail-road purposes. As these bonds are subject to no tax 
whatever, it is doubtful whether a better investment can be made at the present 
time: 

AN ACT TO ESTABLISH AND MAINTAIN THE PUBLIC OREDIT OF THE STATE OF MISSOURI. 

Be it enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Missouri, as follows: 

Sec. 1. That all bonds of the description hereafter mentioned, held by citizens of 
this State, shall be exempted from taxation for State, county, city and other pur- 
poses, to wit: First. All bonds issued by the State and loaned to any rail-road 
in this State. Second. All bonds issued by any rail-road company, under any 
law of this State, which are guaranteed by the State. Third. All bonds issued 
by any county, or city, or other corporation in this State, for the purpose of pay- 
ing any subscription by such county, city or other corporation, for stock in any 
rail-road company chartered by this State. Fourth. All bonds issued by any 
rail-road company under any law of this State. 

This act shall take effect and be in force from and after its ome 

Approved, March 4th, 1857. 
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REDEMPTION OF UNCURRENT MONEY. 


In answer to a resolution of the Assembly, the Metropolitan Bank of New York 
sent in a list of the banks doing business with it, with balances, debit and credit 
affixed to each, and a statement in the margin of the interest. We gather the 
following from the statement: 


The amount of redemptions during the year, of all bills of this State 
received at a discount, (except bills of banks in Albany and Troy,) $58,159,600 
Add those of Albany and Troy banks,.......ssescescceeeceeeees 4,300,000 


$62,459,600 


Besides which, there has been redeemed of bills of banks out of this city and 
county, but within this State, a large amount of par, but the details in regard to 
such bills the bank infers are not required by the resolution. 


There has been paid for salaries in this department of the bank, for 

the year, the sum Of.......eee0 eo ccccccccccece $21,472 
Also for express charges, . . 2,300 
Loss by counterfeits, shorts, &c., : 1,950 
Interest on capital employed in this department for one year,..... 35,000 
Tax paid the city on said capital, say.....-..sseeeeeeesseereees 6,500 
One item of rent charged for banking rooms,..... ‘ 2,000 


$69,222 

The one-quarter per cent. received on the money of this State, 
taken at a discount, amounts to,........+. maaalde ccccccccccccs $145,889 00 
Less one-half paid to banks,....... S0occeccccesios ocecccecce «-. 72,694 50 


$72,694 50 

The one-eighth per cent. received on Albany and Troy bills, $5,375 00 
Less one-half paid to banks,.........cecceseccesecees 2,687 50 
r _—_— 2,687 50 

$75,382 00 
Expenses a8 ab0ve,.,.ccccccccccccces seeneais abesesewene 69,222 00 


Showing & NOt Philly... cccccccocccccccccesccessecesconconcaee: ieee OO 


The official reports to the legislature on the part of the Metropolitan Bank and 
American Exchange Bank of this city, indicate a currency less active than we 
supposed. It is usually the case with a depreciated currency, that its circulation 
is maintained while the better currency is lessened. Bank bills at a slight dis- 
count are more apt to keep afloat than those at par. The Metropolitan Bank 
reports having redeemed during the past year: 


New York country paper at a discount,...... pavdcsbpeewsions -» $58,000,000 
Add Albany and Troy, 4,300,000 
Add par notes of River banks and others, (estimated,)........+++ 10,000,000 


$72,300,000 
Add New England bank bills, (estimated,).........- cocvepececs 40,000,000 


ee ccerccecccesccs . eeee $112,300,000 


The American Exchange Bank reports having redeemed in the same period : 
New York country bills,........+. occencseercccesccsoocesses $43,000,000 
New York country bills, par,.......ssseeeeee- oe 8,000,000 
New England bank bills,...........+0+ - 47,000,000 


Total,....ccccccccccceccccscccsccscccccsscssccsesces $98,000,000 
57 
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making together, an aggregate of two hundred and ten millions. The amount 
of New York country bank paper redeemed was $127,000,000. The gross bank 
circulation of the State, interior, being about twenty millions, it follows that the 
average time of being out is about sixty days, or that the circulation is redeemed 
at this city alone, six times annually. 


In order to compare this with the bank circulation of New England, we state 
that of Maine to be, in round numbers,........ Re 5 FEO $5,600,000 
New Hampshire, seeee eee eeeeeenses ee eeeeeeres 3,000,000 
Vermont,.... Sedetekbeu 1 paektasecves ; ie 3,700,000 
Massachusetts, (Boston excepted,).........ssesceseccescceeees 18,000,000 
Bbbods Tiland,..0.0cccvrccccvevecccsvens webseee eee i 5,400,000 
Connecticut,...... eweoee 6,800,000 


$42,500,000 


This mass of circulating bills is redeemed at the Suffolk Bank, upon a specie 
basis of about three millions. The redemption by that bank was, in— 


Bin tadsiceonnese geebees $291,000,000 
| ee i . Hite Diiracrihenanntsewemam kee 333,000,000 
And is now about...... Khbbdieneetwarsesidanehinnianed «ee. 880,000,000 


or a million and a quarter per business day, showing that the average time of 
circulation is less than six weeks, and that the redemption is made about nine 
times per annum. The action of the Metropolitan Bank in bringing about this 
system of redemption for the State of New York is acknowledged, by all sound 
bankers, to be a great advantage to the community. The ultimate result will 
robably be to create a par circulation for the State at large, as in the six New 
gland States. If the forty-two millions of country bills in New England bank 
paper can be safely maintained at par, and with advantage to the banks them- 
selves, there is no reason why an equally sound and profitable circulation cannot 
be sustained here, 


The American Exchange Bank has now submitted its statement, of which we 
have obtained the following summary : 


Amount of bank notes received during the year 1856, viz.: 


GCE Mow Tork Bidho bashes ooiiceccicies vedesdedcvsccedssess $43,320,461 00 
“ New England banks, 47,260,881 00 
“ New Jersey and Philadelphia, 8,253,052 00 


Ws baiensswengcs codgabscdadduatuoane «ees $98,834,394 00 


Amount of discount received, net, $105,157 07 
Average amount of capital employed was $807,400, interest of 
which is....... eeeeees eecccece eee ccceeccceseecees eee 56,494 63 


Earnings, “without any deduction for clerk hire or other ex- 


” 


penses, ow ercccccccccccoccccccesosee $48,662 44 


The following expenses have been paid, and are unavoidable in conducting the 
business, viz. : 
Express charges in sending notes home for redemption, $12,538 37 
Postages, $887 83, stationery, $3,000, 3,887 83 
Losses by counterfeits, broken banks, errors, &c.,........ arr 5,049 00 
Salaries of clerks, (not including officers of the bank,)...... cae ae 22,451 36 
in hadith ctinninsnt snes antes e . $43,926 56 
(Which does not include rent of office, or tax or capital.) 
Net gain for the year,........ sdvceccccscioncs * GRASS 





Miscellaneous. 


REDEMPTION OF FOREIGN MONEY 
By tne Surrotx Bank, Boston, 
During the years 1853—1856. 


1853. 1854. 1855. 1856. 


January,......+++.. $28,403,796 $25,819,380 $27,803,153 $32,311,406 
February, 19,863,868 21,469,843 22,274,045 27,064,942 
Mareh,,. ....c-cccce 22,840,953 25,112,007 27,264,311 29,442,696 
ea 24,802,529 27,618,184 28,779,325 33,755,510 
MBs ccceccceccee 23,189,354 29,295,869 80,562,365 85,592,268 
June, 23,448,762 27,912,703 28,107,764 82,499,846 

24,369,793 27,681,777 28,090,520 84,100,523 

23,685,064 27,179 002 28,655,316 81,221,438 
September,......... 24,892,426 29,206,452 29,124,271 33,651,159 
October,........ eee 27,554,003 $2,871,787 84,164,493 89,514,489 
November,...... 27,825,722 80,852,190 82,604,767 35,721,847 

25,697,856 28,698,320 $2,625,380 85,335,792 


+ $291,019,206 $333,717,970 $350,055,710 $400,211,916 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Farture or Greene & Company, American Bankers, Paris—The suspension of 
Messrs, Greene & Company, the American bankers at Paris, has created a con- 
siderable sensation here and in other cities, This arises from the fact that this 
house has been, from the time of its establishment, nearly twenty years ago, one 
of the principal American banking houses in Europe, and large numbers of our 
couutrymen abroad had placed their funds in the hands of the firm as a central 
point upon which to draw during their travels. The failure of the house has, 
therefore, caused considerable excitement in this city among the connections of 
numerous American travellers upon the Continent, who were known to have 
funds in the hands of these bankers). We have received authentic intelligence 
from the agent of the house in this city, Mr. Eben Thayer, giving the gratifying 
intelligence that on the occasion of the failure, Messrs, Greene & Company made 
immediate arrangements to secure their principal American creditors with the 
house of John Munroe & Company, Rue de la Paix, Paris, by the transfer of 
credits and other funds to meet the drafts of American travellers having accounts 
at Greene's. Mr. Thayer has been for seventeen years the agent of Messrs. Greene 
& Company in this city, and has been connected in that capacity with the house 
since its establishment. We are able to say, from the best sources, that he (Mr. 
Thayer) is in no way implicated with this failure, having never issued any liabilities 
on their or even his own account, For the period above mentioned he has acted 
= as their agent. 

This failure astonished everybody; and, as a matter of course, inquiries are 
made on every hand as to its causes, The following extract from the letter 
from Messrs. Greene & Company, dated Paris, April 2d, throws some light upon 
the matter: 

“Tt is our painful task to announce to you our suspension of payments on 
Friday last, March 27. This event was caused by the neglect of a large Central 
American exportation house to fulfil its obligations towards us, and the non- 
forthcoming of merchandise and funds for alarge amount. The property repre- 
senting the counter value of the amount is in the hands of the indebted party in 
Central America, though under onr control, and the realization of that property 
will determine the period at which we hope to have reimbursed entirely the 
amount of our liabilities. Unfortunately for the speedy termination of that reali- 
zation, the country is distracted by the war of Gen. Walker, which renders it 
difficult to give even an approximate time as requisite for our liquidation.” 
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We understand that the liabilities of the house amount to about four millions 
of francs, the larger part of which amount is locked up in the shape of advances 
to a Central American exporting house, without any immediate prospect of re- 
alization. 

For the convenience of American travellers abroad, Messrs. Duncan, Sherman 
& Co., of this city, and Messrs. Blake, Howe & Co., of Boston, issue circular 
letters of credit for travellers, available in all the principal cities of the world; 
also, mercantile credits for Europe, &c., on Messrs. Geo, Peabody & Co., of Lon- 
don; and for India, China, &e., on Geo. Peabody & Co., or on the Oriental Bank 
Corporation, of London, having branches and agencies at Canton, Hong Kong, 
Shanghai, Bombay, Calcutta, Madras, Singapore; also, credits for Australia on 
the Bank of New South Wales, of London, and their branches and agencies. 
Parties interested will refer to cards of these bankers on the cover of this work. 


New York anp New Haven Rat-Roap Company Divipenp.—The following is 
the copy of an order of injunction granted by Judge Davies, in one of the suits 
against the New Haven Rail-Road Company : 


Supreme Court, Crry anp County or New Yorx.—Geo. Carpenter, Washington 
R. Vermilye and Wm. M. Vermilye agst. The New York and New Haven Rail-Road 
Company and Wm. Bement.—On reading the complaint in the above action, by 
which it appears that the plaintiffs are entitled to relief claimed therein, and 
affidavits attached thereto, and the said plaintiffs having furnished satisfactory 
security, by undertaking with surety, on motion of Burrill, Davidson & Burrill, 
attorneys for the plaintiffs, it is ordered that the said The New York and New 
Haven Rail-Road Company, and its officers, agents and servants, and the de- 
fendant, Wm. Bement, treasurer thereof, be and they are hereby enjoined and 
restrained from paying the dividend declared by the said company, and payable 
on the 10th of February instant, or any portion thereof, and from declaring any 
dividend upon any of the stock of the said company, and from using, appropriat- 
ing, or permitting to be used or appropriated, any of the property, funds, assets 
or effeets of said corporation, for the purposes of paying such dividend, or any 
part thereof, or any dividend upon any of the stock of the said company, until 
the further order of the court. 

February 13, 1857. Henry E. Davies, 


Ixtivo1s.—The astonishing growth of the State of Illinois, and its present prom- 
ising condition, may be seen from the following statement of the figures taken 
from the returns transmitted to the Auditor of State: 

Personal Personal Lands 

Property. Lands. and Lots. 
1855, . . - $95,957,235 $202,194,170 $334,398,425 
1854, . . : 79,545,953 122,451,334 252,756,568 


Increase, . - $16,381,282 $79,742,845 $81,641,857 


The State lands of Illinois have been nearly all disposed of under the law 

assed by the last legislature, offering them to public sale. The number of acres 
Mreld by the State on the Ist of December, 1854, in the several counties of the 
State, amounted to 48,827.34 acres, From that time to the Ist of December, 
1856, the sales were 42,369.77 acres, The total amount of cash received on the 
sales was $123,371 77. The number of acres now remaining unsold in the State 
is 6,457.57, of which almost all are situated in the southern counties, Fayette, 
Wayne, Gallatin, Alexander and Marion contain the largest portion. 


Important Decision 1x Retation to Usury.—An important principle has been 
decided by Judge Roosevelt, in the Supreme Court of New York. A draft 
drawn at Chicago on New York was discounted at Chicago at 10 per cent. in- 
terest, that being the legal rate in Illinois, The acceptor contended that, as his 
contract was made in New York, the law of that State restricting the rate of 
interest to 7 per cent., governed and rendered the acceptance void, for usury. 
The court held otherwise, and that the law of New York only applied to the 
rate of interest, which the acceptor should pay by way of damages, after default. 
Two of the associate judges of the district concurred in the decision. 
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BANK ITEMS. 


New Yors.—At the annual election of directors of the Metropolitan Bank, on 
the 6th of April, James McCall, ., declined a re-election to the presidency. 
John Earl Williams, Esq.. hitherto Vice-President, has been elected his successor. 
George I. Seney, Esq., hitherto Paying Teller, succeeds Mr. Meigs as Cashier. 

The directors adopted some very complimentary resolutions in testimony of 
Mr. Meigs’ faithful services; and we learn that the clerks of the establishment 
presented Mr. Meigs with a handsome silver pitcher and salver, as a testimony 
of their respect. There are ninety clerks in the establishment, who all met a few 
days ago in the directors’ room, when they unanimously agreed to offer this tes- 
timony of their very great sense of the worth of their late colleague, and of his 
uniform kindness and courtesy in his transactions with them; as well as for con- 
siderate counsel and kindness, which have kindled in their breasts sentiments of 
high regard towards him. , 

he clerks of the Metropolitan Bank have also united in a handsome testimo- 
nial to the President, James McCall, Esq.. The testimonial consists of a silver 
pitcher and salver. 

Mr. McCall has been president of the company since its first organization, now 
six years ago, and took up the position with a view to promote what was so 
much wanted—the improvement of the currency. 


Bank Capital_—The Broadway Bank proposes to enlarge its capital from its 
present sum, $600,000, to $1,000,000 ; the new stock to be issued to holders at the 
rate of two new shares for three old ones, at $125 per share; the terms being: 

1st. That said increase of capital stock shall consist of 16,000 shares, of the par value of $25 
each, amounting to the sum of $400,000, and that the same be offered first to the parties whose 
names shall appear on the books of the bank as stockholders, on the 15th + A of June next en- 
suing, at the rate of two shares of the new stock for every three shares of the old, rejecting the 
fractional parts of each $100. 2d. That in the event of any number of stockholders declining or 
omitting to avail themselves of such privilege by the said 15th day of June, such stock may be 
awarded to new subscribers, $d. That such stock shall in noinstance be issued at a less rate than 
$125 for every $100; and stockholders, and others desirous of becoming such, are uested to 
signify their intentions prior to the 15th day of June. 4th, That the increased capital, together 
with the premium thereon, be paid in cash on the 1st day of July, 1857, at the banking house, 

Continental Bank.—The Continental Bank of this city has decided to increase 
its capital stock from $1,500,000 to $2,000,000. The increased stock is to be 
awarded to stockholders at Fan in the proportion of one share of new stock to 
three shares of old stock. The new stock 1s to be awarded on the 15th June 
next, when the books will be closed, and opened on the 6th July. 


Importers and Traders’ Bank.—W. H. Hampton, late general book-keeper and 
corresponding clerk of the Importers and Traders’ Bank, has been appointed 
Assistant Cashier. 


Merchants’ Bank.—The directors of the Merchants’ Bank have concluded to in. 
crease their capital from its present sum, $2,000,000, to $3,000,000. 


Fishkill —The Bank of Fishkill has recently declared a dividend of 44 per cent. 
This bank was established in June, 1850, with a capital stock of $150,000, conse- 
quently has been in operation for a period of nearly seven years. Thirteen semi- 
annual dividends have been regularly declared, one of 44 per cent., three of 34 
per cent., and nine of 4 per cent. each, besides a surplus now on hand of over 
$16,000, somewhat more than 10 per cent. 


Massacuusetts.—The committee on banks and banking, who were instructed 
to report, for the information of the legislature, the amount of increase of bank 
capital prayed for, have reported that the whole amount of increase of capital 
stock applied for by the banks in Boston is $6,150,000; from the country, 
$2,530,000 —$1,855,000 of which has been granted. , Three banks in Boston have 
applied for charters, with an aggregate capital stock of $2,050,000, the prayers 
of none of which have been granted, except in the case of the “Hide and 
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Leather Bank,” with a capital of $1,000,000. Four petitions have been received 
from the country for new charters, the prayers of none of which have been 
granted. . 

The committee recommend the increase of capital of certain banks, as follows : 
Pittsfield,...........2++0++ $200,000 Miller’s River,............++ $50,000 
Mechanics’, New Bedford;... 200,000 Housatonic,.........++-.++. 50,000 
Asiatic, Salem,............ 105,000 TAMMIE, . ccccccsscccsccese SON00 
Hampshire Manufacturing,.. 100,000 Conway,...........s.-++-+ 50,000 
i ee ee QUID, occ codsidceccssccess: COMO 
COE ps cccscsccscscs SOQOD = Malbea ss ccccccdiiccsceesss MRO 
Agawam,........s.e0022++ 100,000 Warren, Danvers,........... 50,000 
Brighton Market,.......... 100,000 CapeCod,...........0..-.. 50,000 
MPO ccececccscccse §©=©8R,008 Mount Wollaston,.......... 50,000 
eae secsee . SOGRO Quincy Stone,......... ..-. -50,000 
Wc cscctccccccsocce. SOS Wrentham,...ccccccccccce. 80,000 
DNR dccccccesecccoce  SORO Hopkinton,...........-.--- 50,000 
Lynn, Mechanies’.......... 50,000 nee 

WN i 4 50:46 whe hohe ebb Cees wes nensecnnadencoenndoncceeey 


Increase of Banking Capital.—The following memorial from the Boston Board 
of Trade was presented in the House of Representatives in March last: 


That of late years the trade and commerce of the city have largely increased; that the enhanced 
value of merchandise all over the world requires a much larger capital than was formerly neces- 
sary to carry on even the same business; and that during this increase in the need of capital, the 
banking facilities of the city have not been enlarged in any due proportion to the extension of 
trade. That by the establishment of the Clearing House in Boston, the circulation of the city 
banks is brought to the closest o— specie test, so that it is impossible for any of them to expand 
their circulation to an extent hazardous to the community or to themselves ; that under this sys- 
tem the increase of capital in banks already established here, involving very slight, and perhaps 
no enlargement of paper currency; and that the banking capital cannot be founded on any other 
basis so safe to the public as its actual payment in specie into tried and experienced hands. That 
it is notoriously true, that from the insufficiency of banking capital in our city, our merchants and 
manufacturers are compelled to resort to New York and other places for the negotiation of a very 
large part of their business paper; and that the money required for the trade carried on here 
must and will be had, if not in the legitimate way, out of banks—contributing by the State tax to 
the public resources—then out of brokers, in the illegitimate way, and paying no tax. That the 
necessities of the commercial and manufacturing community require an increase of banking fa- 
cilities, and that the same can be _— with perfect safety to the public and with great benefit 
to all industrial pursuits. Wherefore, your memorialists respectfully pray that an increase of the 
capital stock of the banks already established in this city may be granted to such an extent as they 
shall severally show to be required; and that in authorizing this increase of capital, no increase 
of circulation shall be authorized, but that every bank whose capital may be increased shall be 
restricted to the circulation to which it was entitled before such increase was made. 


Ruopg Istanp.—An act was passed by the legislature of 1857 for the sepelet 
ment of three permanent bank commissioners. They are to be appointed by the 
Governor for three years, one to retire at the end of each year. They are to 
visit each bank in the State, at least once in every year, and to publish semi-an- 
nual reports of their condition, An amendment to the banking law was passed, 
authorizing the banks to take one-quarter of one per cent. exchange on home 
bills of exchange, or drafts payable in the place where they are drawn, Gover- 
nor Hoppin has appointed James B, Anthony and Stephen Waterman, of Provi- 
dence, and Cyrus Harris, of Warwick, commissioners under the recent act of the 
General Assembly, establishing a board of bank commissioners, the first of whom 
holds office for three years, the second for two, and the last for one year. It is 
made the duty of these commissioners to visit every bank and savings institution 
in the State at least once-a year, and oftener, if they shall deem it expedient ; 
and if formally requested by three or more officers, stockholders or creditors of 
any bank to examine into its affairs, it is their duty to make a prompt investi- 
gation. 

Bank of the R ic—The commissioners appointed to examine into the affairs 
of the Bank of the Republic, at Providence, report : 

The undersigned believe the bank to have been grossly mismanaged ; that in- 
stead of accommodating the business community where it was located, and where 
the board of directors could ascertain the responsibility of the paper discounted, 
their loans have been mostly made to parties residing abroad, who have proved 
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to be irres nsible ; the result of which has been, as they believe, a total loss of 
the capital stock of the bank. 


New Jenrszy.—Of the present Commercial Bank of Perth Amboy, the New 
Jersey Legislative Committee report: 


Only fifteen shares of stock are held by the three Jerseymen who are in the 
board of direction. The company are doing a large business, sending their notes 
into distant parts of the Union, and yet have not a single officer that is properly 
qualitied for his duty ; and there being no directors, duly elected and sworn, the 
bill-holders are deprived of even the scanty security contemplated by the renewal 
of the charter, In short, so far as your committee can learn, every act on the 
part of the bank, since the removal of the injunction, with the exception of the 
rendering of two quarterly statements to the State Treasurer, has been a wilful 
violation of the law under which they have an existence. The reputation of 
other banks, which are engaged in a legitimate business, must necessarily suffer 
from this misconduct; and the credit of the State itself is involved in the abuse 
of the franchise. As the present stockholders have shown that they are un- 
worthy of this high trust, your committee cannot hesitate in recommending that 
it be taken from them. It is a matter for regret that loss will result to the bill- 
holders from the adoption of the proposed course; but “the public good” de- 
mands that the evil should be checked now, rather than after its full develop- 
ment, when the same remedy would produce far more serious consequences, 

In accordance with these views, your committee have attached to their report 
an act for the repeal of the charter, and the appointmeut of receivers to wind up 
the company’s affairs. 


Newark.—StatemMent oF THE Conpition or THE Newark Banks, Arrit 61u, 1857. 


LiaBiiitizs. 
Mechanics’ N. B. and In- 

Bank. State Bank. surance Co, City Bank. 
Capital,...........++++-$500,000 00 $550,000 00 $508,650 00 $250,000 00 
Circulation,..... eseceeee 276,930 00 203,184 00 232,815 00 244,935 00 
Deposits,........+ o.+e- 614,606 49 417,363 26 447,860 80 226,859 33 


Debts due to bks, & others, 104,761 66 66,812 26 136,222 27 39,845 98 
Profits, ...ecseccecssee 92,117 09 82,122 16 91,814 24 89,095 56 











, | a o eee e $1,588,415 24 $1,319,481 68 $1,416,863 31 $800,735 87 
ASSETS. 

Real estate,......+e0+++ $15,000 00 $11,936 60 $8,305 00 $12,000 00 

BONES. Sivsdccscsccss 47,648 00 34,615 05 86,441 38 23,180 24 


Bills discounted and bds.1,253,907 23 1,126,442 48 1,185,457 99 616,580 62 
Due from other banks,.. 271,860 00 146,487 51 236,158 94 148,975 O1 


Total,..........+-$1,588,415 24 $1,319,481 68 $1,416,863 31 $800,735 87 


Hoboken.—The Hoboken Bank has been fully organized, and will go into ope- 
ration on the Ist of April. Benjamin S. Taylor is the President, and John W. 
Van Boskerck the Cashier. 


Amboy.—The notes of the Commercial Bank at Perth Amboy are no longer 
redeemed by their late agent in this city, the Union Bank. It is to be regretted 
that any respectable institution in New York should have given credit to the 
bills of a bank of doubtful reputation. 


Pennsytvanta.—The Pittsburgh (Pa.) Gazette of Saturday announces the fail- 
ure of the Newcastle Bank, and that the Cashier had absconded, his accounts 
being fifty thousand dellars short. A telegraphic despatch states, that at the 
time of suspension there were only four dollars in specie in the bank, to redeem 
a circulation of one hundred thousand dollars. The Gazette states: 


The directors of the bank are all men of respectability, and have been most 
sadly duped by the Cashier, who was a fast liver, and deeply engaged in Eastern 
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speculations. Large sums belonging to the bank were recklessly loaned to corpo- 
rations, most of which will be lost; among others, $20,000 to the Grammerey 
Bank of Indiana. 

Mr. Wagenseller, the Cashier, was afterwards arrested, and held to bail. 


Virernta.—A, Spencer Nye, Esq., who has been the cashier of the Ross County 
Bank, Chillicothe, Ohio, from the date of its organization, in 1846, has accepted 
the same position in the Bank of Kanawha, Va. 


Iowa.—The Iowa Legislature has introduced into the new constitution, which 
is to be submitted to the people, an act authorizing a State bank with branches; 
the security of the bill-holders to be of the first importance, and personal liability 
of stockholders to insure this protection. A change in the Usury Laws is also in 
contemplation in Iowa. At present the legal rate of interest in that State is six 

er cent. and ten I ps cent. on special contracts. The penalty for usury is for- 

eiture of excess of interest paid. Minnesota has no Usury Law, and capital is 
drawn to that territory in preference to Iowa, and the people of Iowa are too far- 
sighted to remain under this disadvantage, when a remedy can be provided. In 
New York the Senate has denied relief from our present oppressive Usury Law, 
just what the Western States complain of as being detrimental to their interests. 
Holding a middle ground, and professing to be indebted to commerce for our 
prosperity, and aleo of affording every facility and inducement for a continuance 
of that prosperity, yet we present the singular anomaly of refusing to give relief 
from oppressive laws. We shall be indebted to the Chamber of Commerce for 
whatever change or relief we may ultimately obtain, but all expectation must 
be deferred for the present, and we can only hope that the delay will be followed 
by a complete removal of all restrictions, as in the case of Great Britain. 


Kentucxy.—The condition of the leading departments of the banks of Ken- 
tucky, on the Ist of January, 1857, was as follows: 


Banka. Circulation. Coin. Notes Discounted. Deposits. 
Of Kentucky,...... $3,573,000 $961,000 $2,883,000 $1,159,000 
Northern Kentucky, 2,399,000 847,000 1,268,000 935,000 
Of Louisville,...... 1,416,000 415,000 416,000 283,000 
Southern Kentucky, 2,793,000 917,000 491,000 267,000 
Farmers’.......... 2,859,000 849,000 1,033,000 538,000 
Commercial,....... 942,000 314,000 210,000 172,000 


Total,........+- $18,485,000 $4,298,000 $5,751,000 $3,406,000 


The aggregate for several years past compare as follows: 
Date. Circulation. Coin. Notes Discounted. Deposits. 
Jan. 1, 1851, ...... $7,050,000 $2,475,000 $4,852,000 $1,711,000 
“ 1, 1852, ...... 3,561,000 3,418,000 5,116,000 1,830,000 
“ 1, 1858, ...... 11,702,000 4,391,000 5,263,000 2,422,000 
“ 1, 1854, ...... 13,573,000 4,594,000 4,812,000 2,748,000 


Kawnsas.—The Kansas Valley Bank is the title of a bank bill that has passed 
both houses of the Kansas legislature, and approved by the Governor. The 

rincipal bank is located at Leavenworth City, with a capital of $800,000. Five 
Condn are to be located at the following places: Atchison, Doniphan, Le- 
aa Fort Seott and Shawnee. Each of the branches are to be independent 

anks, : 


Lovstana.—The following “ Act relative to the Notaries Public in and for the 
—_ and city of New Orleans,” as it passed at the late session of the legislature, 
as been officially promulgated in the State Gazette. 


Srcrion 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the State 
A Louisiana, in General Assembly convened, That from and after the first day of 

ay, eighteen hundred and fifty-seven, the offices of each and every notary 
public appointed previous to the passage of the present act shall be, and they 
are hereby declared to be vacated. 
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Sxc. 2. Be it further enacted, &c., That the Governor shall, by and with the 
consent of the Senate, appoint not less than forty and not more than sixty 
notaries for the parish of Orleans, who, besides the qualifications previously 
required by law, shall give bond, with one or more solvent sureties, in the sum 
of five thousand dollars, subscribed in favor of the Governor of the State, and 
conditioned as the law directs, for the faithful performance of his duties ; which 
bond shall be recorded in the office of the Register of Conveyances, in a special 
book kept to that effect, after having been duly approved by the Judge of the 
First District Court of New Orleans. 

Suc. 3. Be it further enacted, dc., That in making the appointments above pro- 
vided for, as well as in the event of the death, resignation or removal of any 
notary in the said parish and city of New Orleans, the Governor shall, by special 
order, under the seal of the State, designate the notary to whose custody shall be 
consigned the records of the notary or notaries so dead, resigned or removed. 

Sxo. 4. Be it further enacted, d&c., That all laws or parts of laws contrary to the 
provisions of this act be, and the same are hereby repealed. 


Missourt.—The Merchants’ Bank, at St. Louis, the Bank of St. Louis, the Ex- 
change Bank and the City Bank at St. Louis, have organized by the election of 
directors. The officers thus far named are as follows: 

President. Cashier. 
Bank or Sr. Louis, ........+-.+.JOHN J. ANDERSON,...JoHN Brown. 
Mercuants’ Bang or Sr. Lovis,..Jonn A. BrowN.eE,. . oe 
Crry Bang or Sr. Louis,. Joun Srmionps, 
Excuance Bank, .......- C6eees ‘ soe 


Onto.—Mr. B, P. Kingsbury, who has been connected with the Ross County 
Bank, Chillicothe, as its teller, for nearly ten years, has been elected Cashier, in 
lieu of A. Spencer Nye, Esq., who has been elected Cashier of the Bank of Kan- 
awha, Virginia. 

Webster Bank.—We find the officers of this bank keeping pace with the 
“ spirit of the age,” by improving the appearance of their bills. They have just 
issued a new five dollar note, which 1s very elaborately enriched by an orna- 
mental back. Upon the front or face of the note there is an exquisitely engraved 
full-length figure of Daniel Webster, surrounded by emblems of the Union. In 
the corners are very complicated dies and ornaments, over the upper part of 
which the word Massachusetts is boldly engraved. The usual wording of the 
“promise to pay” is around the vignette, underlaid by two red ornamental 
figure fives. Upon the back of the bills are portraits of Washington and Web- 
ster, so arranged as to protect the note from alteration. In the centre is one large 
figure five. The whole design is unique, and executed in the best manner. 
Toppan, Carpenter & Co, are the engravers, by whom the note has been ex- 
pressly engraved and copyrighted for the exclusive use of this bank.—Boston 
Traveller. 

New Works on Banana, &c.—The Law of Banking; Banker and Customer ; 
Banker and Correspondent ; Private Banks; Banking Copartnerships and Joint- 
Stock Banks, Colonial Banks, Savings Banks, comprising the Rights and Liabili- 
ties, and the Remedies of and against Directors, Managers, Clerks, Shareholders, 
&c.; the rules as to Checks, Orders, Bills payable at Bankers, Accountable Re- 
ceipts, Bank Notes, Deposits of Securities, Guarantees, &c. By James Grant, M. 
A., of the Middle Temple, Esq., Barrister at Law, Author of “The Law of Cor- 
porations in General.” [Jn press and nearly ready.] 

Tar Bank or France.—The last monthly report of the Bank of France shows a 
stronger position gained for this financial institution. The fear that prevailed 
last fall as to its solvency, or its ability to maintain specie payments, has sub- 
sided. The stock yet commands a much higher premium than that of the Bank 
of England, the price of the former being about 3,100 francs for 1,000 paid in, and 
that of the latter 220 for 100 paid in. The total liabilities of the Bank of France 
for February show a reduction of 38 millions compared with January, the re- 
duction being mainly in circulation and in deposits. On the other hand, the 
specie reserve is four millions of francs larger and the loans 35,000,000 less, 
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Money Market. 


Notes on the Floneyny FRartet. 


New York, Aprit 24, 1857. 
Exchange on London, at sixty days’ Sight, 109§ a 1094 premium. 


Tne Money Market during the preseut month has been uniform in its phases. The demand 
and the supply keep pace together, and indicate unusual activity in financial and commercial 
circles. The demand is now more active than during previous years, and the rates for money are 
still high, owing to many new commercial enterprises, renewed activity in manufacturing. and in 
all the various channels where money is required, and where the prospective profits enable (or 
induce) borrowers to pay extra rates of interest. At some occasional periods during the past 
three or four years, money has been quoted in New York at5to6 percent. But it is no longer 
so. We hear of no transactions under seven per cent, which may be considered as the minimum 
for the past few weeks, At this rate all the available capital can be readily loaned on prime se- 
curities ; but at this rate money is more readily had than in January or February. 

Owing to the varying phases of the Stock Market, and the extraordinary depression in the 
value of rail-road shares, a wider margin is required than usual upon stock loans. The fall of 
Erie from 65 to 42 per cent., of Michigan Southern from 85 to 61, and other startling changes, 
have induced lenders to be more careful in their stock loans. The rates for money on call vary 
from 7 to 10 per cent., according to the character of the securities offered. 

The intelligence from Europe this week is not calculated to aid the market in Wall-street, It 
appears that the directors of the Bank of England, on the 2d inst., advaneed the rates of discount 
from 6 to 63¢ per cent.; and at a special meeting on the 7th, the rate on stock loans was further 
advanced to7 per cent. The rate of discount among brokers had also kept pace with the change 
by the Bank. England has been running in debt to the East for one or two years, producing a 
continuous drain of silver and gold to China and India. A similar process is going on here. We 
are accumulating heavy debts in England and on the Continent for manufactured goods to an 
enormous extent; the drain of precious metals has recently subsided, but there is now a prospect 
that it will be resumed. The Bombay Gazette says, and without doubt truly, that the entire popu- 
lation of India does not average six pence sterling per year for clothing. We know, also, that it 
costs them very little for food. A little boiled rice is all that they require for food, and they will 
choose this in preference to meat or any other description of food which can be set before them, 
With the few wants these people have, it follows that commerce with them is wholly a one-sided 
affair. 

The supply of foreign exchanges continues extremely limited ; and although the demand is 
comparatively small, rates, nevertheless, are still tending upward, and have already reached a 
point to make specie shipments, to some houses, a profitable operation. We quote bankers’ 
signatures, sixty days’ sight: London, 109%4-3¢ ; Paris, 5.1834 ; Antwerp, 5.18% a 5.1735 ; Am- 
sterdam, 4134-4 ; Hamburgh, 865;-% ; Bremen, 79}¢; Frankfort, 413; ; Berlin, Leipsic and 
Cologne, 723¢-3{. The supply of bills on Europe from New Orleans and other southern cities 
has diminished considerably of late, as is usual at this period of the year; the bulk of the ship- 
ments of cotton being made during the months of December, January, February and March, and 
bills drawn largely thereon. In February and March, the rates for bills on London, at sixty 
days, have ranged from 834 a 8%—equivalent to a slight discount. For this week’s steamer the 
leading drawers ask 934 a 934, with a firm market, and the shipment of coin and bullion is re- 
sumed, With a reduced reserve in coin, the banks will not further extend their loans; and should 
the current of specie still tend towards Europe, we may look for a curtailment. 

State loans, during the month of April, have shown no material changes in market values. 
There have been large transactions in Missouri six per cents, at. §3% a 84%; and in Virginia 
bonds at 92 a2 9244. The supply is rather Jarger than the demand at present, though it is believed 
that the recent establishment of a large number of banks in Missouri will absorb the new bonds 
that shall be issued this year. For Virginia bonds there is not the same outlet, and the new issues 
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are consequently heavy on the market. The Treasury at Washington is prepared to purchase all 
the government six per cent. bonds that offer, at a premium of sixteen per cent., and the accrued 
interest, making them worth, at this date, 118. 


Mar.6. Mar.13. Mar.20, Mar.2T. Ap.8& Ap.10. Ap. 17. 


U. 8. 6 per cents, 1867-8, . ° 
Ohio 6 per cents, 1875,........... 
Kentucky 6 per cents, .... ooo 
Indiana 5 per cents,..... ro 
Pennsylvania 5 per cents, 
Virginia 6 per cents, ............ 
Georgia 6 per cents, 

California sevens, 1870,...... cove 
North Carolina 6 per cents, ...... 
Missouri 6 per cents,............+ 
Louisiana 6 per cents, ........... 
Tennessee 6 per cents, 


117% 

106 

1024 
8136 
86 
923g 
94 
6736 
94 
85 
85 


116 

107 

10234 
85 
85 
91% 
98 
6536 
93 
83% 
86 


117% 

105 

102% ~ 
84 


873g 


117% 

104 

102% 
83g 


117 

104 

102% 
884 
84% 
91% 


117% 

104g 

102 
88 
84 
91% 
93 
50 
9834 
§8% 
87 
88 


117% 

105 

102 
8236 
836 
9234 
92 
50 
9254 
84 
87 


Governor Wickliffe, in pursuance of the law passed by the late State legislature, advertises in 
to-day’s Picayune for proposals for bonds to the amount of $100,000. We have already in a pre- 
vious issue commented on these bonds, and only now remark that they are offered solely in ex- 
change for any of the bonds receivable by the State as security for the circulation of the free banks. 

Missouri and Virginia are both enlarging their funded debt materially, for the purpose of pro- 
moting an extensive system of rail-roads, In important measures, upon which the growth and 
wealth of a State depend largely, both States have hitherto been sluggish. If a system of gradual 
improvement had been adopted by them twenty years ago, much more would have been accom- 
plished in the development of the mineral and agricultural resources of these States. As it is, 
Maryland has completed ber trunk lines of rail-road from the Chesapeake to the Ohio, and thus 
secured a large portion of the carrying trade to the West, which Virginia might have had. _IIli- 
nois, by the outlay of thirty millions of dollars in a very years, towards similar objects, has not 
only benefited that State largely in the rapid increase of population and taxable property, and in 
the cultivation of the soil, but has thereby contributed largely to the growth of Iowa, Wisconsin 
and Minnesota. 

Rail-Rouwd Shares.—The market has been unsteady for several weeks in rail-road shares. 
New York Central have been sold as low as §7, but are again quoted at 883g. Erie shares have 
declined, since our last monthly exhibit, 8 per cent. ; Michigan Southern, 6; Panama, 3; Illinois 
Central, 33¢ ; Hudson River, 4}. Reading Rail-Road shares are in better demand, at an ad- 
vance of 8 per cent. There are no indications of any interruption in the dividends of Central, 
Cleveland and Toledo and the Michigan roads. Assuming that they will maintain their divi- 
dends at eight per cent., these shares offer very strong inducements for invest:nent. The Cleve- 
land and Toledo Rail-Road Company have declared a dividend of 4 per cent.; New York and 
Erie Rail-Road Company a stock dividend of 10 per cent. The marked depression existing in 
the market value of rail-road securities must lead to a radical change in the system of fares. 

We annex the current quotations for the past seven weeks: 


Mar.6. Mar.13. Mar.20. Mar.27. Ap. 3. 
N. Y. Central R. R. shares,...... 91 903 89 883% 884 


Ap.10. Ap. 1%. 
87% 


N.Y. & Erie 8. R. shares,....... 
Harlem R. R. shares,..........++ 
Long Island R. R. shares, 
Reading R. R. shares, ........... 
Hudson River R. R. shares,...... 
Michigan Central R. R. shares.,.. 
Michigan Southern R. KR. shares,.. 
Panama R, R. shares, 

Baltimore & Ohio R. R. shares,... 
Illinois Central R. R. shares, 
Clev. and Toledo R, R. shares,... 
Chicago and Rock Island R. R.,.. 
Milwaukie and Miss. R. R.,...... 


58% 


56 
14 
26% 
815% 
30 
96% 
15% 
96 


138 
14% 

105 
1436 


536 
14 
263g 
79 
2836 
95 
13 
95 
683g 
1324 
18% 
105 
13% 


5234 
13% 
26% 


58% 
13 
26 
1936 
27K 
91% 


10% 
9334 


623g 


131}g 


724g 
98% 
18 


52 
11 
25% 
79 
24 


9436 


68% 


93 
6524 


1803¢ 


71 


986 
72 


181% 
72 
96% 
78 


Rail-Road Bonds.—These partake of the depression which marks near'y all classes of securi- 
ties. The demand from Europe for first-class rail-road bonds has declined, so as not to be felt * 
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here. The occasional orders have but little effect upon the market. Hudson River Rail-Road 
first mortgage bonds have declined to 96. 
We annex the closing prices of rail-road bonds and miscellaneous securities for the last eight 


weeks: 
Feb.2%. Mar.6. Mar.18. Mar.20. Mar.2%. Ap.3. Ap. 10. Ap.17. 


Erie R. R. sevens, 1859,....... 973 95 96 yyy a3) Bx = 95 
Erie R. RB. bonds, 1875, ....... 92% 93% 933¢ 913 86991 91% 9036 
Erie Convertibles, 1871,....... 82 82 80 79 80 78% vit @ 
Hudson River R. R. 1st mort., 97 96% 8=— 96 96 9% 8 9T 97 
Panama R. R. bonds,. 933g 95 94 94 95 94 94 
Illinois Central sevens,..... oe CN 1003 1003 101% 1014 #«4+4102% 99% 
New York Central sixes,.... . 883 90 90% 9036 88 88% 
Canton Company shares, ..... 23 23 28 ne 22 2d 
Pennsylvania Coal Co.,....... 943¢ 96% 9 9 9K 93 
Cumberland Coal Company,.. 18% 19 18% 18% 19 18% 17% 
Del. and Hudson Canal Co., .. 120 120% 1223 122 122% 1213 1203 120% 


We think the rail-road companies generally are running at too cheap rates, without due allow- 
ance for wear and tear of road and appurtenances, 

The Great Western (Illinois) Rail-road Company failed to pay the coupons on its 10 per cent. 
first mortgage bonds, due on the 1st of April. The trustees will, we understand, proceed, after the 
expiration of twenty days from that date, to foreclose the mortgage, and close up the old company. 
Thus they go, one after another, and the list of bankrupt rail-road companies is rapidly lengthening. 

All the New England States, except Massachusetts, are comparatively free from debt. Rhode 
Island has ventured at a late hour upon a rather extended field, which may possibly cause some 
anxiety to the taxpayers, as we learn from the Providence Journal that the legislature has re- 
cently authorized “ the General Treasurer to hire $10,000, which brings the State debt up to the 
constitutional limit of fifty thousand dollars.” The General Treasurer was authorized to antici- 
pate the next semi-annual bank tax that falls due in June, and to allow interest at six per cent. for 
the same. 

New Yorx Strate Canat Loan.—The new loan, at five per cent., for $500,000, was taken on 


24th March, at an aggregate premium of $6,897—equal to about 1.88-100 premium above par. 
The aggregate bids for the loan were about four times the amount advertised for. The awards 


were as follows: 


Amount. Rate. Amount. Rate. 
Rufus H. King, Albany,.....$100,000 $101 16 J.T. Batchelder, Albany,.... $5,000 $101 25 
do. 101 04 do. do.y.+.... 5,000 101 35 
John J. Palmer, New York,.. 25,000 101 11 do. do.,...... 5,000 101 50 
do. do...... 25,000 10105 John Sill, Albany,........... 15,000 101 65 
G. W. Tew, Silver Creek,..... 5,000 101 26 Richard Berry, New York,... 15,000 108 81 
do. O.~..s.s000- 5,000 102 55 do, dO.,...... 15,000 104 06 
do. Gigs cFiecs -- 5,000 10281 Henry L. King, New York,.. 15,000 101 12 
R. C. Martin, Albany,........ 25,000 101 25 A.J. Ketchum, Saugerties,... 5,000 101 05 
Chas. P. Hart, Cashier, Troy, 5,000 101 25 do. do.,...... 5,000 102 00 
do, do.,...... 5,000 10127 R. OC. Martin, Albany,........ 25,000 101 00 
do. do.,...... 5,000 10152 H. G. Gilbert, Albany,....... 10,000 101 00 
do, do.,....-. 10,000 101 86 J.T. Batchelder, Albany,.... 5,000 101 00 
do. do.,....+. 10,000 102 01 P.L. Green, Albany,........ 25,000 101 00 
H. G. Gilbert, Albany,....... 10,000 102 00 
H. H. Martin, Albany, 10,000 101 16 $500,000 
Geo. A. Stone, Troy,......... 5,000 101 30 





